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LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 


OUNG Edward, now in 
Y his twentieth Year, was 

of a Temper well fitted to 
make his Way through ſuch a 
Scene of War and Havock, as 
muſt conduct him te the full Poſ- 
ſeflion of his Crown. Tis true, 
his Claim was founded on heredi- 
tary Right, but he had aſſumed it 
in conſequence of a tumultuous 
Election, and had ſtill great Op- 
Vor. II. B poſition 
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poſition to expect. He was bold, 
active, and enterprizing; and his 
Hardneſs of Heart, and Severity 
of Character, rendered him im- 
pregnable to all thoſe Movements 
of Compaſſion, which might re- 
lax his Vigour, in the Proſecution 
of the moſt bloody Revenge againſt 


his Encmies. 


Tur very Commencement of 
his Reign gave Symptoms of his 
{anguinary Diſpoſition. The Scaf- 
fold as well as the Field, ſtreamed 
inceſſantly with the nobleſt Blood 
of England, ſpilt in the Quarrel 
between the Two contending Fa- 
milies, whoſe Animoſity was now 


become implacable. 


THE 
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Tu Licentiouſneſs in which 
Margaret was obliged to indulge 
her Troops, and their continual 
Depredations in Conſequence, ex- 
aſperated the City of London, and 
all the Southern Parts of the King- 
dom: Expecting therefore a very 
obſtinate Reſiſtance, the prudently 
retired Northwards, amongſt her 
own Partizans. The Succeſs of 
thoſe Troops, who returned from 
this Expedition loaded with Plun- 
der, excited others to join them ; 
and ſhe was able in a few Days, 
to aſſemble an Army Sixty Thou- 
ſand ſtrong. | 


EpwaRD, and the Earl of War- 
wick, haſtened with Forty Thou- 
ſand Men to check her Progreſs. 
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When they arrived at Pontefract, 
they diſpatched Lord Fitz-Walter 
with a Body of Troops, to ſecure 
the Paſſage of Ferry bridge over 
the River Ayre. This was ef- 
fected; but on the Day before 
Palm- Sunday, early in the Morn- 
ing, the Party that guarded it, 
were fallen upon by the furious 


Lord Clifford, and defeated. Lord 


Fitz- Walter, and the Baſtard of 
Saliſbury (an accompliſhed young 
Knight, Son of the late Earl) both 

loſt their Lives in Defence of the 
Poſt. Lord Warwick hearing of 
this Defcat, and dreading the Con- 
ſequences at a Time when a deci- 
five Action was every Hour ex- 
pected, haſtened with the Remain- 
der of his Forces towards the 
Enemy. 
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Enemy. When he came within 
Sight of the Bridge, he alighted 
from his Horſe, and ſtabbed it 
before the whole Army; then 
turning to King Edward, “ Sire, 
{aid he, let him fly that will; for 
my Part, by this good Sign (kiſſ- 
ing the Croſs of his Sword) I 
ſwear, to ſtand here though un- 
ſupported, and keep the Field, 
whatever be my Fate.” Encou- 
raged by Warwick's Reſolution, 
every Boſom ſwelled with Ar- 
dour; and though Proclamation 
was made, that whoever was un- 
willing to ſtay, or afraid to fight, 
ſhould have Leave to depart, yet 
not a Man left his Colours. The 
Attack then began; and Lord Fal- 
conbridge, who had been detached 
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to paſs the River at a Ford about 
Three Miles higher, falling at the 
ſame Time on the Enemy's Rear, 
they were routed with great 
Slaughter. 


THe Earl, who was the firſt to 
enter upon the Bridge, and who 
ſhared every Danger with the 
meaneſt of his Troops, met upon 
it the impetuous Clifford, whoſe 
perſonal Bravery rendered him a 
Foe worthy the noble Sword of 
Warwick. A fierce and dreadful 
Encounter began ; but the match- 
leſs Strength and Skill of the Earl 
prevailed. Animated by the Manes 
of his murdered Friends, who 
ſeemed to hover round him, his 
Blows were irreſiſtable. At every 
well- 
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well-aimed Stroke he cried, This 
for York — this for the young 
defenceleſs Rutland — and this” 
(as he pierced his Heart) * this 
for my much loved Father.” Thus 
was that Cruelty, which Clifford 
had exerciſed towards the Houſe of 
York repaid : and thus will wan- 
ton Acts of Inhumanity, and unne- 
ceſſary Exertions of Power unjuſt- 
ly acquired, be always retaliated. 


Tux paſſage of the River be- 
ing by this Means again opened, 
Edward and Warwick imme- 
diately advanced towards York ; 
and on Palm Sunday, by Break of 
Day, arrived at the Fields of 
Towton, where they had a full 
View of their Adverſaries, who 

B 4 greatly 
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greatly exceeded them in Num- 


ber. 


H NR having Notice of their 
Approach, drew up his Troops 
in order to receive them; but 
made a difficulty of marching to 
meet them, thinking it better to 
employ that Day in the cuſtomary 
religious Rites than in fighting. 
His Army, however, impatient 
to ſee themſelves harraſſed by the 
Enemy, and ſecure in their ſupe- 
riority, ſallied out of the Camp 
to attack them; ſo that the 
King was forced to make a Vir- 
tue of Neceſſity, and give Orders 
to begin the Battle, Henry and 


Margaret retired into York to wait 
the Event, leaving the Command 
of 
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of their Forces to the Duke of 
Somerſet. 


Wurst Edward was advanc- 
ing to the Charge, there happen- 
ed a great Fall of Snow, which 
driving full in the Faces of his 
Enemies blinded them. This 
Advantage was improved by Lord 
Warwick, who, with a Quick 
neſs of Thought natural to him, 
alway: laid hold of every Contin- 
gency, that ſeemed to favour his 
Attempts. That Nobleman or- 
dered ſome of the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
chers to advance before the Line, 
and after having ſent a Volley of 
Arrows amongſt the Foe, in- 
ſtantly to retire. The Lancaſtri- 
ans imagining from thts, that they 
B 5 were 
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were got within the Reach of 
the oppoſite Army, diſcharged all 
their Arrows, which fell ſhort 
without doing any Execution. 
After their Quivers were exhauſt- 
ed, Edward advanced, whoſe Ar- 
chers, in their Turn, having emp- 
tied their Shafts to much greater 
Purpoſe, the Sword decided the 
Combat ; which laſted ten Hours 
before it could be known, which 
Party would prove victorious. 
At length ſome of Henry's Troops 
giving Ground, and falling back 
on thoſe poſted behind, Confuſi- 
on enſued; of which their Ad- 
verſaries taking proper Advantage, 
they were put to Flight. Edward 
having iſſued Orders to give no 
Quarter, the routed Army was 

purſued 
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purſued to Tadcaſter with great 
Havock and Bloodſhed. It is 
computed, Thirty-ſix Thouſand 
Men fell in the Battle and Purſuit ; 
among whom were many Noble- 
men of great Diſtinction. Here 
Sir Andrew Trollop paid with his 
Life, for his former Infidelity to- 
the Earl of Warwick. 


Henry and Margaret were 
foon made acquainted with, the. 
Defeat of their Army, and be- 
ing ſenſible that no Place in Eng- 
land could now afford them Shel- 
ter, they fled with the greateſt 
Precipitation into Scotland. 


EDwaARD and Warwick enter- 
ed the City of York with their 
B 6 victo- 
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victorious Troops, and having or- 
dered the Heads of their Fathers 
to be taken down from the Walls, 
cauſed ſome of the vanquiſhed 
Lords to be placed in their Stead. 
| Having alſo taken every Step to 
prevent any future Diſturbance 
from the adverſe Party, they 
marched back to London, and en- 
tered in Triumph. King Edward 
now found the good Effects of 
the vigorous Meaſures he had 
purſued, as well as of his late Vic- 
tory ; for the Parliament acknow- 
ledged his Right to the Throne, 
and he was ſolemnly crowned, 
the Twenty-ſeventh Day of June 
1461, 


HERE 
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Hee it is neceſſary to relate an 
Adventure that my Heroine was 
engaged' in, which could not be 
inſerted in its proper Place, with- 
out breaking in upon the Chain 
of the national Hiſtory. 


From the Battle of Saint Al- 
ban's, in which Lord Warwick, 
through the Treachery of Love- 
lace, was defeated by the Queen, 
until her Retreat into the North 
on the approach of the Earl of 
March, all the Country adjacent 
to her Camp was a Prey to her 
licentious Troops: The moſt ſa- 
cred Places were not ſecure from 
their Ravages. A party of them 
one Day roving in ſearch of Plun+ 
der, came to the Convent into 


which 
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which Lady Anne Neville had re- 
tired to bewail her loſt Lover. 
Though they were reſtrained by a 
religious Awe from exerciſing 
their Depredations on the regular 
Nuns, yet they ſpared not the 
Ladies who were Viſiters, of 
whom there was a conſiderable 
Number. When the Officer who 
commanded the Troop heard the 
Name of Lady Anne mentioned, 
knowing that ſhe had once been 
upon very friendly Terms with 
the Queen, and fince that, very 
intimately connected with her 
greateſt Enemy, he thought he 
could not render his Miſtreſs a 
more acceptable Service, than by 
putting it into her Power either 
to puniſh or forgive a Lady that 

had 
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had ated thus ambiguouſly : He 
accordingly conveyed her to the 
Camp, and delivered her up to 
. 


ALTHOUGH the impreſſions of 
Grief were ſtill viſible in Lady 
Anne's Countenance, and her 
Mind was not free from Appre- 
henſions, ſhe thought it neceſſary 
to diſguiſe her Feelings, and ap- 
pear chearful, leſt the Queen 
ſhould find her Rage redoubled at 
a Sorrow arifing from the Execu- 


tion of her Vengeance on her dead- 
lieſt Foe. 


MARGARET rejoiced at having 
this Lady once more in her Power; 
and * it been prudent to follow 

the 
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the Dictates of her Reſentment, 
would have {ſacrificed her to it: 
But unwilling to deſtroy a Per- 
ſon that might yet be ſerviceable 
to her, ſhe received the Captive 
with her uſual Familiarity, and 
after a few gentle Upbraidings, 
ſeemed to have baniſhed all her 
Reſentment. She even affected 
to treat her with Confidence, 
making her Boſom once more the 


| Repoſitory of her Secrets. 


Tux Queen,among other Qua- 
lifications appertaining to a reſin- 
ed Politician, was an Adept in 
Diſſimulation, and could conceal 
the lurking Venom under Smiles 
and Condeſcenſion. Lady Anne, 
on the contrary, was open, ſincere, 

| | and 
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and friendly; therefore the more 
eaſily deceived, and made the 
Dupe of Margaret's deep - laid 
Schemes. Edward being in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of London, and proclaimed 
King, through the Intereſt and 
Management of Lord Warwick, 
Margaret began to be ſenſible, 
that it would be impoſſible for her 
to withſtand the Power of the new 
King, or to be reſtored to her 
Throne, whilſt he was aſſiſted 
by that potent Nobleman. His 
Deſtruction was conſequently re- 
ſolved upon ; and a Plan being 
concerted by the Queen and her 
favourite Somerſet, the Execution 
of it was left to the Bloody 
Clifford. As Lady Anne was 
to act a principal Part in this Tra- 
gedy, 
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gedy, though without being let 
into the Cataſtrophe, it was ne- 
ceſſary by an apparent Frankneſs 
to gain her good Opinion ; the 
Queen accordingly redoubled her 


| Kindneſs, and endeavoured by eve- 


ry Act of Friendſhip, to lull her 
into a Security favourable to their 
Wiſhes. 


Wurx this Lady's Mind was 
properly prepared, Margaret in- 
formed her, (keeping the Revo- | 
lution which had lately happened 
in London, from her Knowledge) 
that actuated by the juſt Hatred 
ſhe bore the Earl of Warwick her 
Brother, ſhe was determined to 
offer a large Reward for his 


Head and from her late Succels, 
ſhe 
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ſhe was aſſured it would ſoon be 
brought her: Nevertheleſs, as it 
was a Maxim with her, not to 
employ the Extremes of Rigour, 


till ſhe had exhauſted thoſe of 


(Goodneſs, ſhe would yet from her 


Regard for Lady Anne, and a 
Senſe of the Earl's great Qua- 
lifications, defer her Vengeance. 
However ſhe afſured her, that 
nothing ſhould ſecure him from 
it, but the Acceptance of her 
Propoſals. Theſe were, that if 
he would abandon the Houſe of 
York, and return to his Allegi- 
ance, he ſhould be at Liberty to 
make his own Conditions ; that 
he ſhould be next to herſelf in the 
Government of the State; and 
that every Honour and Emolu- 


ment 


The HISTORY of 


29 


ment the moſt ambitous mind 
could aſpire to, ſhould be his Re- 
ward. To enforce theſe Offers, 
ſhe added, that if her Brother 
refuſed them, her Life ſhould pay 
the Forfeiture of his Obſtinacy, 
notwithſtanding ane Eſteem ſhe 


had for her, 4 


LAp y Anne received theſe Pro- 
poſals with Diſtruſt, as ſhe well 
knew Margaret's Inveteracy to all 
the Adherents of the Houſe York; 
but finding them confirmed by the 
moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations of Ho- 
nour and Sincerity, and at the 
ſame Time urged by  Apprehen- 
ſions for her own Safety, ſhe con- 
ſented with a good Grace, to be 
the Mediatrix. To give her an 


Oppor- 
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Opportunity of uſing her Influence 
with the Earl, ſhe had Leave to 
write to him to deſire a Confe- 
rence at his Houſe near Chelſea : 
A Guard of Fifty Men was to be 
allowed her, which Number it 
was expected Lord Warwick 
would not exceed. Agreeable to 
this Permiſſion, Lady Anne wrote 
to her Brother that ſhe had ſome 
very important Overtures to make 
him, without ſpecifying of what 
Nature they were. The Place 
appointed being ſo near London, 
and the Body of Men ordered tor 
the Eſcort being ſo inconſidera- 
ble, every Apprehenſion of Trea- 
chery was removed, 


THE 
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Tux Earl loved his Siſter, and 
having been greatly afflicted when 
he heard ſhe was fallen into the 
Queen's Hands, he was in Hopes 
of being able to ſet her at Li- 
berty by this Meeting: Any 
Agreement with his avowed Ene- 
my was far from his Thoughts. 
Margaret as little intended to ful- 
fil, on her Part, any of the En- 
gagements ſhe had entered into; 
ſhe thirſted for the Life of ſo 
powerful an Adverſary, and made 
this Diſſimulation a Means of pro- 
curing it. The Conference, con- 
ſequently laſted but a ſhort Time, 
as the Earl rejected, without a 
Moment's Conſideration, every 
Propoſal that was capable of 


wounding his Glory. He then 
informed 
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informed his Siſter, that his chief 
Inducement for meeting her, was 
to reſcue her out of the Queen's 
Hands ; which; as the Number of 
both their Attendants was equal, 
he would engage to accompliſh. 
He did not ſuſpect his being over- 
heard by Clifford, who had pro- 
miſed Margaret to kill him if the 
Propoſals were refuſed. 


THis Lord, whoſe Hand was 
accuſtomed to ſuch barbarous 
Actions, with two of his moſt 
truſty Officers, were there in the 
Habits of Women. They had 
got Admiſſion into the Houle, 
two Hours before the Arrival of 
Lady Anne, under Pretext of 
belonging to her Retinue ; and 

| having 
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having approached the Place of 
Conference, had poſted themſelves 


ſo advantageouſly, as both to heat 


and to be ready to ſurprize them. 
Clifford no ſooner heard the Pur- 
port of this Converfation, than 
he ruſhed with his Companions 
into the Chamber where the Earl 
was. The Noiſe they made in 
their Approach, gave him Time 
to put himſelf in a Poſture of De- 
fence, and being armed from Head 
to Foot, he eſcaped receiving any 
Hurt by the firſt Blows they 


gave him. 


Lapy Anne endeavoured by 
her Crics to call his Men to their 
Maſter's Aſſiſtance ; but they were 
not immediately able to aſſiſt him; 

for 
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for Orders having been given to 
Clifford's Soldiers to attack the 
others on the leaſt Diſturbance, 
Lord Warwick's Party being unſuſ- 
picious, and conſequently leſs pre- 
pared, ſuſtained the Aſſault with 
the greateſt Difficulty, Thus, 
whilſt the Slaughter begun with- 
out, the Earl was obliged to de- 
fend himſelf within againſt three 
Men who had ſworn his Deſtruc- 
tion. My Heroine felt herſelf 
animated with ſo much Courage 
on this Occaſion, that ſhe ſeized 
Lord Clifford, and held him for 
a Time immoveable; till her 
Brother having diſpatched one, 
and diſengaged himſelf from the 
ſecond, got out of the Door. 
His Preſence inſpired his Men 

Vor. II. C with 
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with freſh Refoletion. and gave 
them a ſure Preſage of Victory. 
In a ſhort Time the whole T roop 
was cut to Pieces, and Clifford 
alone, of ſo many who had thought 
themſelves certain of Succeſs, ſaved 


himſelf by eſcaping into an * 
cent Wood. 


Lok D Warwick, to whom ſuch 
hardy Deeds were Amuſements, 
returned to his Siſter with as much 
Compolure as if the Converſa- 
tion had not been interrupted. 
At that Time, Courage and 
Strength of Body were diſtin- 
guiſhable and ſucceſsful : Thoſe * 

deadly 


* Po'ydore Virgil gives the following Ac- 
„nit of the Invention of Gunpowder and 
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deadly Engines of Deſtruction, 
that have ſince made ſuch Ha- 


(2:42 vock 


Guns,—** But of all other Engines that ever 


cc 


cc 
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were deviſcd for the Deſtruction of Man, 
the Guns be moſt deviliſn; which were 
invented by a certain Almain, whoſe Name 
1s not known, after this Sort : It chanced 
that he had in a Morter Powder of Brim- 
ſtone, that he had beaten for a Medicine, 
and covered it with a Stone; and as he 
ſtroke Fire, it fortuned a Spark to fall 


into the Powder: Suddenly there aroſe a 


great Flame out of the Morter, and litted 
up the Stone wherewith it was covered a 
great Heighth: And after he hd per- 
ceived that, he mide a Pipe of Iron, and 
tempered the Powder, and io fimiſhed this 
deadly Engine ; and taught rhe Venetians 
the Uſe ot it, when they warred at 
Claudius' Dike againſt the Genuates (a), 
which was in the Vear of our Lord 1380. 
For this Invention he received this Bene- 


(a) The Genoele, 
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vock among Mankind, whether 
levelled by the Coward or the 
Brave, were not then in Uſe, a 
few Pieces of heavy and unweildy 
Artillery excepted, The Battle- 
Axe, the Sword, or the Arrow, 
were the Weapons of that Age ; 
nor could the beſt proof Armour 
withſtand their Force, when 
wielded by our great Forefathers, 


THE Earl of Warwick con- 
veyed his Siſter to London, where 
ſhe remained during his Expedi- 
tion into the North, and till, by 
Margaret's Deteat at the Battle of 

Towton, 


« fit, that his Name was never known, leſt 
„he might, for this abomivable Dev ce, 
have bien curſed and cyil ſpoken of, whilſt 
* the World ſtaudeth.“ 


N : — 1 8 4 . N _ 
OR Fae EF ny Doſe! n 2 * iy 
2 > 3 F SEES Ss hi * 9 * 2 
j 4 = 3 f 1 * Fw 2 5 8 7; oy LO * 2 "> by 1 
2 p * 


F 
i, £5 4. ws" 


ES 
. 
& 
+9 
55 
8 
* 
O 
a 
* 
5 
£ 
* 
** 
_ 
* - 
*. 
"Þ 
# 
. 
Fe 
E 
1 
* 
1 
f 
I. 
S 
— 
45 
KA 
Me 
45 
5 
* 
4 
4 
4 
4 * 
* 
2 
Bs 
2 


3 Pa S Sava? + Wh TT - 
"wt \ 4 a 
* * 


0 
1 Py N — po - 4 — 
_— P EY I "LO 3 7 os r 1. * n 
1 8 . . - 16 We + Jo ; n N * W 6 
I TEL | Eto. RAGE a 1 | ; | : 2 Sth p 
s IFN . * 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE 29 


Towton, Edward was ſecurely 
fixed on the Engliſh Throne. 
Thus was my Heroine by ano- 
ther of thoſe ſudden Revolutions, 
which had frequently been her 
Lot, as unexpectedly ſnatched out 
of the Hands of a revengeful and 
perfidious Queen, as ſhe had been 
thrown into them. Had Lady 
Anne continued in Margaret's 
Power after the Failure of Clif- 
ford's Attempt, her Life would 
probably have attoned for the Diſ- 
appointment; but the Queen's 
Retreat before the well diſciplined 
Army of Edward and Warwick, 
took up all her Attention, and 
blotted from her Memory the 
Vexation it had occaſioned, 


C 3 AT 
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AT the Coronation, which was 
ſolemnized ſoon after the King 
returned in Triumph, Lady Anne 
threw aſide the Trappings of 
Woe, though it was not quite 
eradicated from her Heart, and 
added conſiderably to the Splen- 
dour of the Day, by the Gran- 
deur and Elegance of her Ap- 
pearance, Her Beauty, which 
ſeemed to be newly blown on the 


_ Occaſion, attracted the Admiration 


of every Obſerver ; her Frailties 
were forgotten, and every Tongue 
with prophetic Exclamations pro- 
nounced the Siſter of their Fa- 
vourite Warwick, worthy of that 
Happineſs which Fate had yet in 
Store for her. From this Time 
till her Marriage, ſhe chiefly re- 

ſided 
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ſided at one of her Brother's Pa- 
laces, as, for their Magnificence, 
they might properly be termed ; 
where ſhe proved, that ſhe was 
not only allied to him by Blood, 
but by Greatneſs of Soul, 


By a natural Progreſſion, as a 
Calm ſucceeds a Storm, the 
Horrors of War, and the gentle 
Employments of Love, by Turns 


engage the Attention of the truly 
brave. 


In the proſperous Situation to 
which Edward was happily arriv- 
ed, he delivered himſelf up with- 
out Controul, to thoſe Pleaſures, 
which his Youth, his high For- 
tune, and his natural Tempera- 

C 4 ment 
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ment invited him to enjoy ; and 
the Cares of Royalty were leſs at- 
tended to, than the Diſſipation of 
Amuſement, or the Allurements 
of Paſſion. His erucl and unre- 
lenting Spirit, though inured to 
the Ferocity of civil Wars, was 
at the ſame Time extremely de- 
voted to the ſofter Paſſions, Dur- 
ing the preſent Interval of Peace, 
he lived in the moſt familiar and 
ſocial Manner with his Subjects, 
particularly with the Citizens of 
London ; and the Beauty * of his 

Perſon, 


* There is a Picture in the Archbiſhop's 
Palace at Lambeth, which ſeems to be an 
exat Repreſentation of this King, ſo re- 
nowned for his perſonal Beauties, and the 
numerous Conqueſts they enabled him to 
make among the fair Sex. There appears a 
Juſt Symmetry in the Formation of his whole 
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Perſon, as well as the Gallantry 
of his Addreſs, even unaſſiſted 
by his royal Dignity, rendered 
him infinitely pleaſing to the La- 


dies. 


AmMipsT a Variety of ſhort- 
lived Attachments, one more par- 


C 5 ticularly 


Form; but though arrayed in his royal Robes, 
and his Head encircled with a Cap of State, 
yet the lank diſshevelled Hair that falls below 
it, gives a Turn to the Face fo very diſſonant 
to our preſent Ideas of Gracefulneſs, that it 
ralſcs our Wonder how it ſhould become the 
Subject of univerſal Admiration, and irrefiſ- 
table Love, Some Allowance ought certainly 
to be made for the Unſkilſulneſs of the Pain- 
ters of that Age, and much for the Force of 
Faſhion and Cuſtom; this Conſideration 
might perhaps enforce our Aſſent to the 
hiſtoric Accounts of Edward's attractive Pows 


ers, and invalidate this Remark, 
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ticularly engaged his Attention, 
and fixed (as far as it was poſſi- 
ble to fix) his wandering Heart, 


The Family of the Lucies had 


filled the moſt important Places 
in the Kingdom, and had always 
been firmly attached to the Houſe 
of York. On the Acceſſion of 
the Earl of March to the Throne, 
they greatly ſignalized themſelves 
in his Service, and conſequently 


enjoyed a large Share of his Fa- 


vour. The fair Elizabeth, a 
Daughter of the preſent Head of 
that Family, was a Conqueſt 
worthy the gallant Edward. Na- 
ture ſeemed to have formed them 
for each other, the King the 


fineſt Prince of the Age, the 


famed for her Beauty. Her 
Ambi- 
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Ambition led her to aſpire to 


ſhare his Throne ; but too much 
captivated by his Perſon, and in- 
fatuated by his Addreſſes, ſhe 
yeilded to his Perſuaſions all that 
was dear to her, without the 
neceſſary Stipulations. The King 
at firſt viſited her with Circum- 
ſpection to ſecure her Reputation, 
but her Ambition foon fruſtrated 
this prudential Step: Proud of 
her royal Captive, the boaſted to 
the World her Power over him, 
ard by accepting the Title of 
Marchioneſs of Hereford, divulg- 
ed the Favours that had procured 
it. However pleaſing this Me- 
thod was to her Pride, yet it prov- 
ed in ſome Degree fatal to the 
King's Love, by removing that 

C Secreſy 
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Secreſy, and putting an End to 
thoſe ſtolen Interviews, that con- 
ſtituted the niceſt and ſweeteſt Part 
of its Reliſh : She notwithſtand- 
ing held the chief Place in his 
Heart, during the early Part of 
his Reign. 


Wurn Edward was firmly 
eſtabliſhed on his Throne, through 


Gratitude for the Earl of War- 


wick's powerful Aſſiſtance, he 
heaped the higheſt Honours, and 
beſtowed the moſt lucrative Places 
upon him ; making him his boſom 


Friend, and the Confidant of his 


Amours; 


WuiLtsT the King was engag- 
ed in a Succeſſion of Gallantry, 
and 
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and roving like the Bee in Search 
of new Pleaſures, Lord Warwick 
neither infgrior to him in the Gra- 
ces of his Perſon, or the Arts of 
pleaſing, was not unemployed. 


Bur how ſhall I deſcend ? 
When our Ideas are elevated with 
heroic Deeds, and the Warriors 
we read of, are raiſed in our Ima- 
gination to Demi-gods, it is with 


Difficulty we bring ourſelves to 


ſuppoſe them guilty of any Acti- 
ons, or ſubject to any Frailties, 
in common with Mankind, Yet 
if we enquire into the private 
Lives of the greateſt Heroes, we 
ſhall find them only Men. Alex- 
ander intoxicated by Succeſs and 
Wine, and inſtigated by a beau- 

teous 
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teous Female, who kept the 
Conqueror of the World himſelf 
in Subjection, ſullied his Laurels 
by Deeds degrading to Humä⸗ 
nity, and reduced to Aſhes a City 
built in all the Grandeur, and 
Magnificence of Aſiatic Luxury. 
Imperial Cæſar, amidſt his many 
Triumphs, and whilſt Kings and 
conquered Nations lay proſtrate 
at his Feet, thought it not be- 
neath his Dignity, to humble 
himſelf at the Feet of the Roman 
Dames, eſteeming their Smiles 
a Reward for all his Toils. As 
the moſt eminent Hiſtorians have 
not thought it beneath them to 
deſcend to Biography, but have 
handed down to us theſe and 
many other well atteſted Facts, 

their 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 39 


their Examples will juſtify my 
recording the Weakneſſes and 
Errors of thoſe great Men whoſe 
Memoirs employ my Pen, not- 
withſtanding many of my Rea- 


ders, whoſe Taſte leads them to 


reliſh only Accounts of War and 
Havock, Negotiations and Trea- 
ties, may diſapprove of it. 


Lapy Warwick being dead, 
the Earl, who had not reached 
the Summit of Life, was now at 
Liberty to indulge his Turn for 
Gallantry, by dedicating his Ser- 
vices to ſome fair One ; this was 
then eſteemed an indiſpenſible 
Appendage to Knighthood. Cu- 
pid, who ſeldom permits any of 


his Votaries to be long at Reſt, 
drew 
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drew from his Quiver one of his 
ſharpeſt Arrows, and with it 
pierced a Breaſt, at which many 
a pointed Dart, urged by the 
Warrior's nervous Arm, had been 
levelled in vain. The revengeful 
God inſpired him with a tender 
delicate Paſſion, but at the ſame 
Time rendered it hopeleſs. His 
Miſtreſs with-held by Engage- 
ments which only Death could 
diſſolve, and ſeverely virtuous, 
afforded no Balm for his Wound. 
The only Conſolation he found, 
was the Hope of having a Place 
in her Heart; this, however un- 
ſatisfactory, he was obliged to con- 
tent himſelf with, and to confine 
his Paſſion within the moſt pla- 
tonic Bounds, 


SUCH 
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Sucn Forbearance was not un- 
common in thoſe Ages of Chi- 
valry; and however juſtly ridi- 
culed by the inimitable Pen of 
Cervantes, when carried to Ex- 
tremes, and terminating in Quix- 
otiſm, yet it appears to conſtitute 
a capital Part of the Character of 
a true Knight. Lovers then could 
ſigh whole Years, and live on 
airy Hopes, dealt out by their 
prudent Miſtreſſes with the moſt 
ſparing Hand : And though there 
then exiſted Females, ſuch as my 
Heroine, Lady Anne, who im- 
pelled by their Senſibility, and ir- 
reſiſtable Circumſtances, for a 
Moment broke through the juſt 
Reſtraints of Diſcretion, the Na- 
tion produced others, who alike 

ſuſceptible, 


eee 
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ſuſceptible, could wiſely confine 
their Wiſhes within the Reſtricti- 
ons of Virtue, uſing every Art to 
keep their Feelings from the 
Knowledge of their Lovers, al- 
though the envenomed Shaft lay 
rankling in their Breaſts, The 
Counteſs of Devonſhire, by whoſe 
Beauty Lord Warwick acciden- | 
tally became captivated, might 


be ranked among the latter, as 


the lively Imprefſions made on 
her Heart, by his amiable Cha- 
racter and Accompliſhments, 
could not attempt her to infringe 
the Duty ſhe owed her Lord; 
and even after his Death, a De- 
licacy accaſioned by the Mode of | 
it, prevented her Union with the | 


Man ſhe loved. 


THe 
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Tux Earl was one Day at Court, 
when a Friend who had not been 
able to withſtand the Power of 
that Lady's Charms, which were 
then blowing in all the Luxuriance 
of Youth, entertained him for a 


long while with her Praiſes. Lord 


Warwick had indeed ſeen her, 


but ſhe being then very young, 
and he at that Time attached to 
another, her Beauty had not made 
any Impreſſion upon him; but 
hearing ſo ſtriking a Deſcription 
of it from her Lover, he found 
his Curiofity excited, and he burn- 
ed with Impatience to behold ſo 
celebrated a Lady. Though his 
Friend had made the Earl his Con- 


fidant, which ought to have ſe- 
cured him a Return of Sincerity, 


yet 
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yet the Deſire of ſupplanting him, 
aroſe in his Lordſhip's Breaſt, be- 
fore the Recital was finiſhed ; and 
he determined to form ſome plau- 


ſible Pretext for paying her a 
Viſit. 


How comes it, that in Affairs 
of Love there is no Friendſhip or 
Diſintereſtedneſs? Men of unim- 
peached Integrity in other Re- 
ſpects, who would conform with 
the utmoſt Punctuality to the Laws 
of War and Honour, and fulfil 
every Engagement with the great- 
eſt ExaQneſs, blinded by the 
Charms of a fine Woman, find 
every generous Sentiment vaniſh ; 
they ſcruple not to become the 
Rival of their Friend, and heſitate 


not 
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not at any Deceit to accompliſh 
their diſingenuous Deſigns. 


LoRpd Warwick, thus unre- 
ſtrained by the Obligations of 
Friendſhip, already loved the 
Counteſs from the Deſcription he 
had heard. His Impatience would 
not brook a long Delay ; therefore 
the firſt Time he knew the Earl 
of Devonſhire to be from Home, 
he went to his Houſe, defiring 
Leave to ſpeak with the Counteſs 
about ſome Buſineſs that concern- 
ed her Lord. The Seaſon being 
very hot, ſhe was retired to a 
Grotto at the further End of the 
Barden, where he found her ſeated 
by the Side of her Mother the 
Counteſs of Angleſea, in an ele- 

gant 
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gant Undreſs. Notwithſtanding 
the Earl was prepared for the In- 
terview by the Praiſcs and Tranſ- 
ports of his Friend, his Surprize 
was ſo great at beholding ſuch a 
Profuſion of Charms, and his Plea- 
ſure in contemplating them ſo ex- 
ceſſive, that in Spight of all his na- 
tural Boldneſs, and Experience in 
Gallantry, he could not find Words 
to introduce himſelf, but ſtood ſi- 
lently bowing. In this Confuſion 
he continued for ſome Moments; 
and refuſing an Offer of a Seat 
near the Lady Mother, as from 
thence he could not have ſo com- 
pleat a View of her charming 
Daughter, he fat himſelf down on 
the Edge of a Jorge white Marble 
Baſon, that ſerved for a Reſer voir 


to 
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to a Fountain. Whilſt he continued 


thus loſt in Wonder, and fixed as 
by Enchantment, he was ſurpriz- 
ed to find himſelf on a ſudden wet 
and cold; and turning round, he 
perceived it proceeded from the 
Jet d'Eau, which the Gardiner, 
on ſeeing the Earl enter the Grot- 
to, had officiouſly cauſed to play. 
This ill-tumed Compliment, how- 
ever had the good Effect to recover 
the enamoured Earl from the La- 
byrinth in which be was wander- 
ing, and to put the Ladies into a 
good Humour: His natural Viva- 
city inſtantaneouſly returned, and 
he entertained the Two Counteſſes 

with ſuch genuine Wit and 
Sprighthneſs, as prejudiced them 

much in his Favour, and made them 
with 
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wiſh for a Continuance of the Con- 
verſation. But the uncomfortable 
Condition he was in, forced him 
to tear himſelf away from the 
Happineſs he juſt began to enjoy, 
and he took an abrupt Leave, with 
a Promiſe of returning the next 
Day to explain the pretended Bu- 
ſineſs he came upon. 


Ta1s Incident appears trifling, 
and unworthy of Notice; but, as 
it led to a Diſcovery of the King's 
Paſſion for the Counteſs, and the 


conſequent Events, it is neceſſary 
that it ſhould be recorded. 


Wur the Earl got home, he 
threw himiclf on his Bed, much 
leſs taken up with the Thoughts 

of 
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of the Accident, than of the love- 


ly Lady he had juſt ſeen, whoſe 


Idea had made fo ſtrong an 
Impreſſion on his Mind, that he 


fancied her ftill preſent. A Thou- 


ſand confuſed Imaginations per- 
plexed him; but his Reflections 
anſwered no other Purpoſe than 
to baniſh from his Remembrance 
every Obſtruction, and determin- 
ed him to continue the Purſuit, 
notwithſtanding it made him guil- 
ty of a Breach of Friendſhip : But 
„ Omnia vincit Amor.” Love, 
when it gets Poſſeſſion of the 
Heart, there fits enthroned, and 
like a Tyrant, drives from his 
Preſence every intruding Reflec- 
tion that dares to oppoſe his Will. 
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WurirlsT Lord Warwick's 
whole Mind was inſenſibly taken 
up with theſe Conſiderations, 
the King ſent for him : He found 
his Majeſty in his Cloſet, where 
he gave the Earl ſome Letters to 
read aloud, which had lately been 
received from France. His Voice 
being rather hoarſe, Edward aſk- 
ed him whether he had been 
bathing himſelf : Not a little ſur- 
priſed at the Queſtion, but ſatis- 
ficd that the King could know 
nothing of what had happened in 
the Grotto, he imputed it to a 
Cold he had caught by the Damp- 
neſs of the Evening. Edward 
ſmiled at this Evaſion ; and, ſeeing 
the Eurl conſuſed, told him thatthe 
Earl of Devonſhire had deſired him 

to 
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to forbid his Lordſhip his Houſe, 


as he was jealous of the Liberty he 
had taken of bathing before his 
Lady. Lord Warwick, ſeeing 
the King was acquainted with the 
Adventure, affected an Indiffe- 
rence ; aſſuring him that he had 
really called on the Earl upon 


ſome Buſineſs, and that he did 


not expect the Honour of ſeeing 
the Ladies. © I am glad of it,” 
replied Edward; “ as you are very 
« dear to me, my Lord, I ſhould 
* be ſorry to ſee you engaged in 
an unſucceſsful Amour: For 
* know that the Counteſs's haugh- 
* ty Heart will admit of no Slaves 
below the Rank of Kings.” 
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Tux Earl concealed his Sur- 
prize at finding in his Maſter a 
Rival, and again afſured him, 
that lovely as Lady Devonſhire 
was, the Sight of her had as yet 
made no Impreſſion on him. 
Even the proud and noble Mind 
of Warwick could diſſemble in 
a Matter that ſo nearly con- 
cerned him: 80 unaccountable 
and retrograde are the Impulſes 
of Love; it makes the Coward 
bold, and the Hero ann 
and timorous. 


« THERE is Danger in her 
«« Eyes, returned the King, there- 
* fore avoid them; to my Coſt 
„ have found it ſo: But I will 
„make you my Confidant and 

5 diſcloſe 
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* diſcloſe to you the whole Story 
* of wy Love. One Day as I 
« was hunting near Windſor, in 
«© the Heat of the Chaſe, which 


«© continued to an unuſual Hour, I 
found mylelt ſeparated from my 
*« Attcndants: The Sun began to 
decline, the Sky became cloudy, 
* and it rained much. I ſought 
“for Shelter in a neighbouring 
„Grove, determined to wait till 
e the Hounds, which J heard at a 
* Diſtance, came up. I had ſcarce- 
ly got under the Trees, when I 
* was alarmed by an Outcry, and 
e preſently perceived a Lady whoſe 
*« Horſe had run away with her, 
% making full Speed towards the 
„Spot where I ſtood. I ſoon 
*« {topped the Horſe, and caſting 
D 3 my 
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« my Eyes on the Perſon I had 
* thus ſaved from Danger, knew 
„her to be the Counteſs of De- 
« vonſhire. I lifted her to the 
„Ground, pale and trembling, 
*« and ſo confuſed by her Fears, 
« that ſhe did not know me. I 
« aſſured her of her Safety, and 
„ endeavoured to compoſe her 
«« Mind; but at the ſame Time 
«« I felt my own unuſually diſ- 
„ turbed. Whilſt I was talking 
* to her ſhe had recovered herſelf 
« ſufficiently to take Notice of 
„the Freedom of my Conver- 
„ ſation, and caſting her Eyes 
„upon me, immediately knew 
* me. She was ſtruck with Sur- 
« prize, but with a reſpectful 
„ Modeſty making her Acknow- 
« ledgements 
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« ledgements for the Service [I 
* had done her, ſhe begged I 
* would permit her to depart, 
*© and ſcek out Lord Devonſhire, 
« who could not be far off. Over- 
* come by her Charms, which 
received, if poſſible, an Ad- 
« vantage from her Diſorder, and 
ce that ſweet Confuſion into which 
c her Fears had thrown her, I 
© would have detained her a few 
« Moments, to breathe out my 
« Paſſion at her Feet; but her 
* Prudence prevailed : And ſeeing 
* her about to mount again the 
6 Horſe, on which ſhe had fo 
lately hazarded her Life, rather 
* than oblige her to run any further 
* Riſk, I complied with her Re- 
* queſt, and left her. 
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« As ſoon as I had done ſo I 

* blamed myſelf for this impru- 
« dent Complaiſance; and re- 
«« proached myſelf for leaving her 
„alone and unguarded, in the 
« midſt of a Foreſt, in ſuch 
„ tempeſtuous Weather. I tor- 
„ tured my Mind with Appre- 
„ henſions for her Safety, fancy- 
ing the Hours ſtood ſtill until 
« I could make ſome Enquiry 
after her. This I was obliged 
*« to do with the greateſt Caution, 
in reſpect to my lovely Counteſs. 
«« ] therefore {ent the next Morn- 
ing to the Earl her Huſband, 
« whole Scat was not far off, to de- 
« fire he would lend me his Pack of 
« Stag Hounds, mine being left in 
London. I doubted not but 
cc he 
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« he himſelf would come along 
« with them; nor was I diſap- 
% pointed. I aſked him where he 
had been the Day before, and 
« why he did not go with me a 
hunting. He told me, that be- 
« ing not very well, he rode out 
„ in his Carriage; but that his 
«© Wife, who choſe to go on 
« Horſeback, was in the greateſt 
„ Danger imaginable, and owed 
„ her Life to a Peaſant who had 


«© ſaved her. 


© PLEASED to find that our In- 

*« terview had eſcaped Diſcovery, 
« I proceeded to the Chaſe, or- 
e dering the Stag to be turned 
c towards the Earl's Seat. But to 
avoid Suſpicion, notwithſtand- 
D 5 3 
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ing my Impatience, I purſued 
« 1t with Eagerneſs, and pretend- 
* ed to be diſpleaſed that it was 
„run down ſo ſoon. As this 
happened near Lord Devon- 
« ſhire's Houſe, he invited me to 
eit, and I gave him not an Op- 
« portunity to reiterate his Re 
6 queſt. 


* Tax Noiſe of the Hounds 
* and Horns had brought the 
« Counteſs to a Terrace, where 
* ſhe was walking with ſome of 
the neighbouring Ladies and 
her Mother. There I joined 
« them; and whilſt her Huſband 
« was giving Directions about 
preparing a magnificent Cola- 
« tion for my Entertainment, I 

found 
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« found a few Moments to fatis- 
« fy my Anxiety, and give Vent 
* to that Flame I could no longer 
„ ſmother. I told her how un- 
* eaſy I had been on her Account, 
* and how I had reproached my- 
*« ſelf for abandoning her in fo 
* lonely a Place.“ „It was ab- 
« ſolutely 3 it ſhould be 
* ſo, for every Body's Repoſe, 
anſwered the Counteſs with a 
ſmile; “ your Majeſty was not 
far off before my Lord Devon- 
e ſhire came to the Place, when 
* he aſked me by what Miracle I 
* had eſcaped the Danger I was 
* in from the furious Horſe. I 
* told him as it really happened, 
* only Sir, inſtead of naming 


« your Majeſty, I mentioned a 
D 6 « Peaſant 
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« Peaſant as my Preſerver.” 
© The Secret you have been 
* pleaſed to keep, I receive as a 
% happy Omen, I replied with 
« Fervour, and I flatter myſelf, 
« that as you have thus fſe- 
* cured me from the Suſpicion of 
« Obſervers, you will not aim at 
&« my Deſtruction by refuſing to 
accept my offered Heart. The 
e lovelicſt of Women bluſhed at 
*« my forming theſe flattering 
Hopes, and thus returned with 
* unaffected Modeſty, © I was 
perhaps in the Wrong to make 
* a Myſtery of ſo innocent a Mat- 
* ter; but Sir, Perſons of my Age 
have ſo little Experience, that 
* it is a hard Taſk to act proper- 
ly in every Circumſtance.” ** I 
„made 
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* made Uſe of every Argument 
&« to draw from her a more favout? 
«© able Anſwer, but in vain; ſhe 
% kept her Eyes ſteadfaſt on the 
Ground, during our whole Diſ- 
«© courſe, and concluded it with 
_ « aſſuring me, that no Man living 
«© ſhould have her Heart, but he 
to whom it of Right belonged. 


« TAE Earl then approaching, 
led us to an Entertainment ſerv- 
ed up with the utmoſt Magni- 
e ficence; but his Zeal and Re- 
* ſpe chiefly pleaſed me, as it 
e pave me an Opportunity of be- 
e ing near his Lady. My Atten- 
te tion was too much engaged in 
* forming Schemes to procure a 
« few Moments Converſation 

more 
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more with the Counteſs, to enjoy 
the Profuſion of Dainties that 
«« were ſet before me. I ſucceed- 
« ed in the Afternoon, but made 
* no greater Progreſs though I 
„ urged my Suit with all the Ar- 
% dour and Impatience of a Man 
* not accuſtomed to Obſtacles of 
that Nature. 


« Dis APPOINTED in this Mode 
of Application, I ordered one 
* of the Grooms of my Bed- 
chamber to dive into all the 
« Circumſtances of the Family. 
* This he did ſo ſucceſsfully, that 
* having inſinuated himſelf into 
te the Acquaintance of an old 
« Gentlewoman who had been 
« Governeſs to Lady Devonſhire, 

«© he 
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c he found her of ſo covetous a 
5+ Diſpoſition, that in all Probabi- 
* lity ſhe would not withſtand 
« Liberality., I then took my 
« Leave, and enjoined his Lord- 
„ ſhip to be with me early in the 
Morning, to hunt the Stag. 


E Trex Adventures of the Day 
* ſo employed my Thoughts, and 
the Image of her I loved ſo con- 
„ tinually preſented itſelf before 
me, that Sleep fled from my 
Eyes. I aroſe before the Sun, 
eto the Surprize of the whole 
« Court; and was abroad ſo early, 
* that Lord Devonſhire came af- 
* ter I was gone: However he 
* found me out, and I gave him 
* a kind Reception, Under pre- 
« tence 
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* tence of talking of his Seat, I 
* enquired after his Lady; he 
„ told me that ſhe was the Oc- 
* caſion of his not being ſooner 
« with me, as ſhe had that 
Morning ſet out for London. 
* I know not whether he obſerv- 
d my Countenance whilſt he 
* ſpoke, but the Concern that 
e was painted on it muſt be vifi- 
ble; however, he continued to 
inform me, that the IIlneſs of 
« the Earl of Angleſea, her Fa- 
« ther, was the Occaſion of her 
% Journey. This calmed my 
« Fears a little, but I was fo diſ- 
* compoſed, that after following 
* the Chaſe for ſome Time, I 
e ſtruck into a Bye-Road, and 
„ ſoon found myſelf alone. Here 


« [| 
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„J alighted, and throwing my- 
e ſelf at the Foot of a Tree, I 
„ gave Way to my Meditations. 
« Sometimes I ſuffered them to 
* rove over all the Beauties of my 
«© adorable Counteſs ; at others I 
formed Plans for obtaining Poſ- 
* ſeſſion of them, and lamented 
* her unexpected Abſence. Thus 
* ſtruggling betwixt Deſire and 
“ Fear, I found myſelf fluctuat- 
* ing on the boiſterous Waves 
* of a Sea that is never free from 
* Storms. 


c WarirsT I lay abſorbed in 

i theſe Meditations, I heard the 
« Noiſe of Horſes, and the Voices 
* of Women; diſpleaſed with the 
* Intruſion, I aroſe to avoid them; 
« but 
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„but how ſhall I expreſs my 
** Raptures, when the firſt Object 
** which ſtruck my Sight, was the 
*« Perſon that of all others I wiſh- 
ed to ſee, Impelled by the ſe- 
„ret Power of Love, I ran to- 
% wards her, and without aſking 
* whether ſhe would alight, nay 
without knowing what I pro- 
* poſed to do, I took her in my 
«© Arms, and ſet her on the 
“Ground. But in a Moment re- 
collecting myſelf, and blaming 
* my Raſhneſs, I entreated her 
* Pardon, and conjured her to let 
* meknow what unforeſeen good 
Chance had brought her back. 
« She told me, that the Axle-tree 
* of her Carriage being broken 
* by the Badneſs of the Road, 
* and 
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* and requiring ſome Time to be 
% mended, the was reſolved to 
« return Home till it could be put 
* in a Condition to travel, I laid 
* hold of this favourable Oppor- 
„ tunity, that the God of Love 
had once more bleſſed me with, 
* to ſay every thing that was ten- 
* der.. I deſcribed to her my 
„Feelings on receiving the News 
* of her ſudden Departure, and 
informed her that I had retir- 
« ed to this ſolitary Place, to in- 
„ dulge the Melancholy that had 
* taken Poſſeſſion of my Mind in 
* Conſequence of it. But all my 


* Rhetoric made no Impreſſion 
* on her Heart, and I could not 


* diſcover in her, a more favoura- 
e ble Diſpoſition than I had ob- 
« ſerved 
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* ſerved the Day before. I was 
* therefore obliged to be ſatisfied 
* with Hope, a Lover's unſubſtan- 
* tial Food, and wait till Time, 
„and my Aſſiduity, ſhould make 
an Alteration in her Sentiments. 
„ Sending a thouſand Sighs after 
„% her, I rejoined my Train, to 
* whom I was direted by the 
„Cry of the Hounds, which 
* then ſtruck my Ear. 


„Tur Earl of Devonſhire be- 
ing ignorant of what Accident 
„had befallen his Lady's Equi- 
« page, I informed him of it, 
„ thinking it might prove of 
„ worſe Conſcquence, to make a 
« Myſtery of it, than to tell it 
« as it really was. But I found 


« myſelf 
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% myſelf wrong; the Earl, whoſe 
« Suſpicions had been already 
* alarmed, imputed the Breaking 
* of the Carriage and our Meet- 
ing in the Foreſt, to Contri- 
* vance and Deſign; and there- 
* fore reſolved to convey her out 
* of my Reach. This he accord- 
* ingly did, by removing her to 
London at Midnight; at the 
e ſame Time loading her with un- 
e deſerved Reproaches. Albina, 
© her late Governeſs, whom I had 
te {ſecured to my Intereſt, gave 


c me this Information, and ſhe 


* continues to acquaint me with 
* every Tranſaction, From her 
« | learn that the Countels is 
« >uarded in the ſtricteſt Manner, 
« by Lady Angleſea her Mother, 


«© and 
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„% 2nd I have hitherto endeavour- 
* ed in vain to ſee her, or get an 
« Anſwer to my Letters, Judge 
« how much I love her, ſince I 
have till now kept my Attach- 


* ment ſecret from you; but ſince. 


% have made you my Confidant, 
let me not find in you a Rival: 
Love eliewhere, and never viſit 
the charming Counteſs more.” 
The Earl of Warwick liſtened 
with Attention to this Declaration 
of his Sovereign, during which 
he had ſufficient Leiſure to recol- 
lect himſelf, and form an Anſwer 
which might ſatisfy his Doubts, 
He aſſured him, that it was through 
Buſineſs alone he had viſited Lady 
Devonſhire, and as he found that 
his Majeſty was her Admirer, he 

| would 
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would by no Means endeavour to 
ſupplant ſo accompliſhed a Lover. 
But a Sigh that eſcaped him as he 
finiſhed this Aſſertion, at the ſame 
Time contradicted it. Edward 
obſerving the Impreſſion that was 
made on Warwick's Mind, re- 
turned no Anſwer ; his Heart was 
divided between Love and Gene- 
roſity. He loved the Earl from 
Gratitude, but could not prevail 
on himſelf to give up his Miſtreſs; 
to conceal his Chagrin, and to en- 
deavour to diſſipate it, he leſt the 
Cloſet, and went into the public 
Apartments. 


Loxp Warwick returned Home 
overwhelmed with the moſt pro- 
tound Melancholy ; never did any 

one 
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one paſs a Night in more Anxi- 
ety or Trouble. At one Time he 
was driven to Deſpair by finding 
a Rival in a young Monarch, the 
Paragon of the Age; but then his 
Pride, and natural Courage would 
come to his Aſſiſtance, and inſpire 
him with Hope. Thus he lay diſ- 
quieted and perplexed, till the 
Morning dawned, by which Time 
he had concluded to perſevere in 
his Love for the Counteſs. In or- 
der to remove the King+-out of his 
Way, he propoſed to make Lady 
Elizabeth Lucie (his Majeſty's 
favourite Miſtreſs) ſenſible of her 
royal Lover's Infidelity, and by 
that Means endeavoured to draw 
his Maſter's Attention from the 


Object of his Deſires. Having 
formed 
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formed theſe Reſolutions he aroſe 
with his Mind much more com- 


poſed. 


To this Favourite of Edward's 
did Lord Warwick in Conſe» 
quence of his nocturnal Medita- 
tions apply; and divulging the 
Secret he was entruſted with, 
excite her Jealouſy and Watchful- 
neſs. Having alſo diſcovered by 
the King's Diſcourſe, that the 
Fidelity of one of Lady Devon- 
ſhire's Attendants was not incor- 


ruptible, he judged ſhe might be 


engaged to his Intereſt by more 
conſiderable Preſents. In this he 
was not miſtaken ; his firſt At- 
tempts were ſucceſsful, as Avarice 

VoI. II. E Was 
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was the old Governeſs's ruling 


Paſſion. 


Wulst the Earl was taking 
theſe neceſſary Steps to ſecure the 
Lady he loved with ſo much Ar- 
dour, a lucky Accident threw him 
into her Company as ſhe was on 
a Viſit. The Counteſs of Angle- 
ſca, who was preſent, watched 
hor Daughter carefully, as the 


Reaſons Lord Warwick had given 
the Earl of Devonſhire, for call- 
ing at his Houſe whilſt he was 
abſent, appeared unſatisfactory, 
and awakened in her Mind Suſpi- 
cions of his real Motive. He how- 
ever now and then found an Op- 
portunity to whiſper a few tender 
Expreſſions to her Daughter, and 

to 
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to enforce them with the Language 
of the Eyes. Though he received 
no Anſwer, yet he had the Pleaſure 
to perceive that they did not of- 
fend, as ſhe ſeemed only anxious 


to elude her Mother's Obſervation. 


They did not indeed diſpleaſe, but 
funk deep into her Breaſt, and 
made an Impreſſion that was never 
after eradicated : Whilſt Lord 
Warwick gazed enraptured, and 
found his Love augmented by eve- 
ry Glance. He no longer remem- 
bered the Claims of Friendſhip, 
or of Loyalty; he acknowledged 
no Sovereign but the Queen of his 
Deſires, and no Friend but the 
fair One, whoſe dear Idea filled 
each Partition of his Heart. 


E 2 THe 
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Tur King often entertained the 

Earl with his Paflion for the 

Counteſs, which he was obliged 

to liſten to with apparent Pleaſure, 

though his Heart was tortured by 

| Jealouſy. From theſe Converſa- 

tions he learned, that his royal 

and much dreaded Rival was not 

more ſucceſsful than himſelf ; and 

| he further reaped this Advantage 

| from them, that he was able to 

( counteratt any of the Plans his 

| Majeſty thould lay to get a Sight 

| of his Miſtreſs. This Behaviour 

to both his Friends was not con- 

| ſiſtent with the rigid Rules of 

Honour and Generoſity; but Stra- 

tagems arc falſely ſuppoſed by 

Gallants to be as allowable in 
Love as in War. 


ONE 
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Ont Day the King took him into 
his Cloſet, and told him, that af- 
ter his Patience was almoſt ex- 
havſted, he had at laſt prevailed 
on Albina to procure him an In- 
terview. © You my Lord,” fays 
he, © muſt aſſiſt me in it, for this 
« js the Scheme; and this Even- 
ing is fixed for the Execution of 
it:“ He then explained it to 
him, and the Artifices neceſſary 
to be uſed, although to faci- 
litate his Deſigns, he had ſent 
Lord Anglefea, and the Earl of 
Devonſhire, into Yorkſhire, under 
a Pretence of enquiring into ſome 
Diſturbances that had ariſen in 
the North. The Earl was fo faſ- 
cinated at this Propoſal, that his 
Tongue for a Time refuſed its Aid, 

E 3 and 
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and he was unable to ſpeak what 
Prudence dictated. However, at 
length recovering himſelf, he 
aſſured his Majeſty of his Readi- 
neſs to aſſiſt him. He then re- 
tired, pierced with the ſevereſt 
Pain and Vexation; reſolving in 
his Mind every Circumſtance of 
his unhappy Situation, He up- 
braided himſelf with having ſo 
long delayed to bring over Albina 
to his Intereſt, and wondered at 
Lady Elizabeth Lucie's Supineneſs 
notwithſtanding the Intelligence 
he had given her. 


SEEING no other Reſource, he 
determined to wait again on that 
Lady; and after informing her of 
this new Inſtance of her Lover's 


For- 
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Forgetfulneſs, urge her to take 
every Step to prevent his De- 
fection. He haſtened to her, 
and the Moment he found her 
alone thus exclaimed ; “ Tis this 
Night Madam, that is to decide 
„% your Fate, the King has not 
* been able hitherto to entertain 
« the Counteſs of Devonſhire in 
private, but now every thing is 
prepared for his ſecret Admiſſi- 
* on: Will you ſuffer this with 
the ſame Tranquility, you have 
* neglected my firſt Intelligenee,” 
have not been inſenſible of 
ce the Misfortune that threatens 
% me,” replicd the Marchioneſs, 
* but have endeavoured by an In- 
© creaſe of Tenderneſs, to efface 
my Rival from that Heart, of 

E 4 e which 
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* which I had once the abſolute 
«« Poſlefſion ; but as I find my 
« Fondneſs has not been efficaci- 
« ous, I will try another Me- 
« thod, and the next Time he 
« viſits me, load him with Re- 
% proaches: I will not even 
* ſpare Tears or Threats, to pre- 


«« vent the Counteſs's Triumph.” 
The Earl needed not to add any 


Arguments to urge her to perform 
her Promiſe ; he knew her Impati- 
ence of Controul, the Exceſs of 
her Love for the King, and the 
great Aſcendency ſhe had over 
him, and therefore left her ſome- 
what eaſed of his Fears. 


In the Evening when his Ma- 
jeſty, according to his Cuſtom, vi- 
ſited 
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ſited her, he found her dreſſed in 
an elegant Diſhabille : Juno had 
not taken more Pains, when 
aided by the Ceſtus of Venus, 
to engage the Attention of the 
Sire of the Gods, than the fair Eli- 
zabeth had, to ſecure her Power 
over her royal Lover. She wore 
on her Arm the King's Picture, 
to ſhew that he alone engroſſed 
her Thoughts, and when he en- 
tered the Apartment ſhe negli- 
gently lay on a Sopha in a melan- 
choly Attitude. Edward ſurpriz- 
ed at this uncommon Reception, 
deſired an Explanation ; and ſoon 
found that ſhe had been informed 
of his Attachment to Lady De- 
vonſhire, which had excited her 
Jealouſy, and driven her almoſt 

Sx to 
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to Deſpair. He combated her 
Reproaches with Profeſſions of 
Love, and as a Proof of his Sin- 
cerity ſtaid with her till very late, 


thinking he could keep his Ap- 


pointment as well the next Night. 


THE Earl of Warwick, atten- 
tive to the King's Motions, and 
intereſted in the Events of that 
Evening, no ſooner heard that his 
Majeſty's Supper was ordered to 
be ſerved up in the Marchioneſs's 
Saloon, than he doubted not of 
the Succeſs of his Negotiation, 
and determined to profit by it. 
Upon this Surmize, he diſguiſed 
himſelf as much as poſſible, and 
taking Berincour, one of his Gen- 
tlemen, and his Confidant, with 

him, 
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him, he haſtened to the Garden 
Gate, the Place appointed; per- 
ſonating the King, and ſending 
his Attendant to perform the Part 
he was to have acted. The Ad- 
venture he was upon was fo full 
of Temerity, that he durſt not 
reflect on the Difficulties which 
attended it. He was to deceive 
the Counteſs, and hazard his 
Maſter's Diſpleaſure, without 
knowing on what Grounds he 
was to proceed; but his natural 
Intrepidity and his ungovernable 
Love, prompted him to outbrave 
every Danger. He accordingly 
proceeded agreeable to the Plan 
laid down for the King, and found 
himſelf introduced by Albina to 
his lovely Counteſs. 


E PREVIOUS 
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Paxvious to this Event the 
inſatiate Governeſs, diſtracted at 
the Thoughts of lofing by her 
Miſtreſs's Prudence the rich Pre- 
{ents ſhe had been accuſtomed to 
receive from the King, had de- 
termined to make Uſe of a Strata- 
gem to inſure the Continuance 
of them. Artful and experienced 
in the Workings of the female 
Mind, ſhe ſoon fathomed the 
Sentiments of her Lady, who na- 
turally unſuſpicious, poſſeſſed not 
Cunning to diſguiſe them; and 
finding that Lord Warwick had 
made an Impreſſion on her Heart, 
which at the ſame Time ſhe ſtrug- 
gled to eraſe, ſhe adviſed her to- 
ſee him and by verbal In- 
junctions endeavour to quell his 

pre- 
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preſumptuous Hopes. She repre- 
ſented him as a Man not eaſily 
repulſed; therefore pointed out 
the Neceſſity of putting a Stop to 
his Deſigns before his Lordſhip 
had been guilty of any Impru- 
dence that might alarm her Huſ- 
band, and ruin her Reputation. 
The Counteſs for a while with- 
ſtood her deſigning Governante's 
Arguments, but at Jaſt conſcious . 
of the Innocence of her Intenti- 
ons, and thinking it the only Me- 
thod, though a dangerous One, to 
free herſelf from his Solicitations, 
agreed ta them. Albina had no 


ſooner obtained her Conſent, and 
fixed the Hour for the Interview, 


than ſhe determined to introduce 
the King inſtead of the Earl, leav- 


ing 


| 
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ing him to combat her Lady's 
Anger—lt has been ſcen how her 
Plan was circumvented ; the Go- 
verneſs, by the Management of the 
Earl, was herſelf deceived, the 
darkneſs of the Night and the ne- 
ceſſary Silence aiding the Decep- 
tion; nor was Lord Warwick 
much leſs at a Loſs, when he 
found himſclf received by the 
Countels as if he alone had been 
expected, 


Tux Pleaſure he felt at being 
ſo near the Object of his Wiſhes, 
diſpelled every other Thought, 
and left no Room for an Explana- 
tion. He threw himſelf on his 
Knees before her, and began in 


the tendereſt Manner, to deſcribe 
the 
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the Violence and Sincerity of his 
Paſſion; but Lady Devonſhire in- 
terrupted him, and in purſuance 
of her Deſign, deſired he would 
never more think of her, or en- 
deavour to interrupt her Repole. 
A Converſation enſued, which laſt- 
ed till near Day-light, in which 
the. Earl received but little Con- 
ſolation ; for though he urged the 
Force of his Love, with all the 
_ engaging Arts he was Maſter of, 
yet the Counteſs could not be 
prevailed on to give him the leaſt 
Hope, or to ſwerve in any Degree 
from her Duty. She often re- 
proached herſelf for permitting this 
Interview; and though ſhe ſome- 
times dropped Expreſſions which 
ſhewed the Earl he was not quite 

indif- 
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indifferent to her, yet they were 
cloathed with ſo much Virtue 
and Delicacy, ſo free from every 
Tincture of Paſſion, that they ſerv- 
ed only to keep her Lover from 
Deſpair. He had, however, the 
Happineſs to learn, that he had 
nothing to fear from any rival. 


Albina, who had not been ſuffer- 


ed to leave the Room, now re- 
minded his Lordſhip, that it was 
Time for him to retire, which he 
at laſt did, though with the great- 
eſt Reluctance, after having by 
his Liberality ſecured the Go- 
verneſs to his Intereſt, and com- 
penſated for the counteraction of 
her Scheme. As Avarice alone 
had before attached her to the 
King, the Earl's ſuperior Gene- 
roſity 
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rolity attoned for her Diſappoint- 
ment, and put a Stop to her En- 
quiries relative to the Circumſtan- 
ces that had occaſioned it. 


Lorp Warwick's whole Study 
now, was to detach the King from 
Lady Devonſhire ; he was ſatisfi- 
ed he had nothing to fear on her 
Part, but he knew Edward too 
well, to ſuppoſe he would give 
over the Purſuit, whilſt there 


| was the leaſt probability of Suc- 


ceſs. He therefore took Care 
frequently to alarm the Jealouſy 
of Lady Elizabeth Lucie, and to 
excite her watchfulneſs. The 
King really loved that Lady, as 
well as a Heart continually wan- 
dering can be ſaid to Love: Her 
Re- 
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Reproaches conſequently gave 
him Pain, and he endeavoured 
by an Increaſe of Tenderneſs and 
Reſpect, to baniſh from her Mind 
every jealous Apprehenſion. 


Bor he could not drive from 
his own the lovely Image of the 
Counteſs; however Lady Eliza- 
beth's Aſſiduity, and a Meſſage he 
received the next Day from Al- 
bina, obliged him to ſuppreſs his 
Impetuoſity. The Governeſs in- 
formed his Majeſty, that Lady 
Angleſea, from an Exceſs of 
Care whilſt the Lords were ab- 
fent, had taken it into her Head 
to ſleep in the Room adjoining to 
her Daughter's, and therefore it 
would be impoſhble to introduce 

him 
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him as propoſed. This greatly 
vexed the King, and he told Lord 
Warwick, who was preſent when 
he received the Letter, that he 
would not much longer curb his 
Impatience, or have ſo much Re- 
gard for her Reputation as he had 
done, but would ſee her at all 
Events. The Earl was not un- 
acquainted with the Contents of 
the Letter, as it had been written 
according to his Agreement with 
Albina; but as he knew Edward 
was fiery, and impatient of Con- 
troul, he was apprehenſive leſt he 
ſhould make ſome Attempt that 
would alarm the Earl of Devon- 
ſhire, and make his own Ap- 
proach the more difficult. 
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Hap the Succeſs of his Amour 
depended on Force of Arms, Lord 
Warwick would not thus have 
been a placid Witneſs to the At- 
tempts of the King, or have pa- 
tiently liſtened to the Avowal of 
his Paſſion : He would have bold- 
ly ſtood forth, and in the Face of 
the World, defied the moſt po- 
tent Monarch of it to diſpute his 
Claim. With Pleaſure would he 
have left the Decifion of his Pre- 
tences to the ſtrongeſt Arm, and 
braveſt Heart: To win and 
„ear would have been his 
Motto. But in the Conteſts of 
Gallantry, there is an Article re- 
quired that is not ſo abſolutely 
neceflary in War, Secrely is the 
Soul of Love; the Force of Ajax 


may 
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may avail in one, but the Pru- 
dence and Sagacity of Ulyſles, 
alone can carry off the Prize from 
contending Lovers. The Situa- 
tion of the Lady to whom Fate 
had directed his Vows, required 
ynuſual Silence and Forbearance. 
The Sincerity of his Aﬀection 
made him avoid every Circum- 
(tance that could offend, and he 
knew that a circumſpective Con- 
duct only, could entitle him to a 
Return of her Eſteem. He be- 
| came intereſted therefore in every 
Thing that concerned his Miſ- 
treſs ; her Reputation was from 
the Moment he loved her, dearer 
to him than his own ; his whole 
Study was to pleaſe her; and the 
natural Fierceneſs of his Temper 

diſſolved 
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diſſolved into Complacency and 
Tenderneſs. Yet let not the noble 
Warwick, the Man who by his 
Valour and Magnanimity acquired 
the Diſpoſal of Sceptres, degene- 
rate in my Reader's Imagination 
to a whining Coward : When 
called into the Field or Cabinet, 
he could be again himſelf... Tho' 
the brilliant Actions of ſome He- 
roes are only handed down to us, 
and we view their Characters 
through the magnifying End of 
the Tube; yet Hercules himſelf | 
could lay afide his Club, and amuſe 
himſelf with the Diſtaff, to enjoy 
the Company of tne Woman he 
loved. All truly great Souls have 
deſcended occaſionally, and di- 
veſting themſclves of their He- 

roiſm, 
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roiſm, have become ſuſceptible of 
the tender Paſſions. Let Swe- 
den's Madman * wade through 
Blood, a Stranger to Humanity, 
and ravage Nations for an empty 
Name; he ſtands alone, and 
ſtands abhorred: The Man who 
never felt a ſoft Senſation, like 
him that fired the Epheſian 
Temple, ſhould die unknown, 
and every Trace of his Exiſt- 
ence be wiped away. 


ABouT this Time Queen Mar- 
zaret returned from France, with 
a Body of Two Thouſand Men; 
which enabled her on being re- 
inforced by a numerous Train of 
Adventurers from Scotland, and 


many 
* Charles the Twelfth. 
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many Partizans of the Lancaſter 
Family, to take the Field, and 
make an Inroad into England, 
Edward ſent for Lord Warwick, 
and telling him of the Intelli- 
gence he had received, ordered him 
to ſet out immediately to join his 
Brother, the Marquis of Mon- 
tague, who was then in the North, 
to oppoſe her. The Earl uſed 
always to ſhew a great Deal of 
Satisfaction whenever he was to 
take the Field ; but upon this 
Occaſion he was too ſenſible, how 
ſuperior the Power of Love is to 
that of Ambition and Glory. His 
Reluctence was almoſt viſible to 
the King ; but he howed Obe- 
dience, and left the Palace with 
unuſual Senſations. 


HE 
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He ſent Berincour to Albina, 
and commiſhoned him to make 
her any Offers, provided ſhe would 
find a few favourable Moments 
in which he might bid Adieu to 
his fair Miſtreſs. The Governeſs 
left no, Method untried, yet, as 
the Counteſs herſelf would not 
liſten to her Propoſals, ſhe was 
not able to ſucceed, He then 
wrote a Letter full of Tenderneſs 
and Reſpect, to which, after much 
Perſuaſion, ſhe returned an An- 
ſwer, wiſhing the Earl a happy 
Journey anda fortunate Campaign. 


it to the Meſſenger, than ſhe 
blamed herſelf for her too eaſy 
Compliance, and felt all the Com- 
punction attendant on a Breach 
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But no ſooner had ſhe delivered. 
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of Duty. The Earl received the 
Letter with Raptures, and found 
a Conſolation from it, that ena- 
bled him to ſupport a tedious Ab- 
ſence. 


Soon after his Arrival at the 
Army, a Battle was fought near 
Hexham, in which his Brother 
and himſelf were victorious. 
Many Adhercnts to the Houſe of 
Lancaſter loſt their Lives in the 
Field; and thoſe who were taken 
were immediately beheaded ac- 
cording to the ſavage Cuſtom of 
the Times. 


Tur Fate of the unfortunate 
royal Family, after. the Battle of 
Hexharn, is very ſingular, They 
were 
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were ſoon ſeparated ; and Henry 
found Means to conceal himſelf in 
the Northern Parts of the King- 
dom, during a Twelve - month, 
when he was delivered up, and 
thrown into the Tower. Edward 
was ſo ſatisfied of his inoffenſive 
Diſpoſition, and Inability to diſturb 
his Reign, that he ſuffered him to 


live, 


Queen Margaret, terrified at 
ſuch a Series of Misfortunes, taking 
Advantage of the Confuſion that 
prevailed, and the Darkneſs of the 
Night, fled into a thick Foreſt, 
accompanied only by the Prince 
of Wales her Son, now about ele- 
ven Years old. This gloomy and 
retired Solitude ſcemed to give her 

2 _ ſome 
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ſome Hopes of Safety in her Flight, 
and Freedom from Purſuit: But 
when Diſaſters begin to attend the 
Unfortunate, they purſue them in 
every Place, and become their inſe- 
parable Companions. Thus it was 
with the luckleſs Queen : In the 
thickeſt Part of the Wood ſhe met 
a Gang of Robbers ; who felent- 
leſs and unfeeling, without mak- 
ing any Enquiry into the Occaſion 
of her being thus alone and un- 


attended, plundered her of all her 


Rings and Jewels, the only Re- 
mains of her former Grandeur. 
They even treated her with Indig- 


nity, and put her into dreadful 


Apprehenſions for her own, and 


the Prince's Life. The Partition 
of this rich Booty, cauſed a Quar- 
rel 
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rel between her Spoilers: From 
Words they fell to Blows, mak- 
ing Uſe of Force (the only Juſ- 
tice that prevails among Robbers) 
to decide their ſeveral Pretenſi- 
ons. 


WurHiLlsT their Attention was 
thus engaged, Margaret took the 
Opportunity of making her Et- 
cape, and continued her Flight 
acrols the Foreſt; where ſhe 
wandered ſome Time overcome 
with Hunger and Fatigue, and 
ſunk with Terror and Affliction. 
In this wretched Condition, when 
ſhe thought noCircumſtance could 
happen to increaſe her Miſery, 
ſhe perceived a Man coming to- 
wards her, with a drawn Sword 
E149 in 
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in his Hand, In all Probability, 
he was haſtening to the Rendez- 
vous of the Reſt, to give them 
an Account of ſome villainous Ex- 
ploit he had performed. She diſ- 
covered him at a ſufficient Dif- 
tance to rouſe in ſome Degree her 
Spirits; then ſummoning all her 
natural Reſolution to her Aid, 
with a Tone of Voice, and an Air 
of Majeſty, which even theſe ac- 
cumulated Diſtreſſes could not 
deprive her of, ſhe ſaid to him, 
preſenting the young Prince, 
Here my Friend, I commit to 
« your Care the Son of your 
King.“ The Name of King 
ſtruck the Robber with Awe. A 
generous Spirit, which had been 


obſcured, but not entirely loſt by 
his 
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his vicious Courſe of Life, hap- 
pily held a Place in his Breaſt. 
Charmed with the Confidence re- 
poſed in him, he forgot his Inhu- 
manity, and became reſpectful ; 
inſtead of robbing, he lent her 
Succour, and however cruel and 
unjuſt his Trade and Practice had 
hitherto been, he now ſignalized 
himſelf by an Act of Compaſſion 
and Juſtice, By his Means the 
Queen and the Prince lived ſome 
Time concealed in the Foreſt, and 
were at laſt conducted by him to 
the Sea-coaſt, from whence ſhe 
made her Eſcape into Flanders. 
She then ſoon reached her Fa- 
ther's Dominions, where ſhe ſpent 
ſome Years in Privacy and Re- 
tirement. 
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Henry's Party was entirely 
ſunk and ruined by this laſt Mis- 
fortune of their King. The moſt 
conſiderable Noblemen attached 
to his Intereſt, quitted the King- 
dom, and retired into the Duke 
of Burgundy's Territories ; where 
ſoon after their Arrival, and be- 
fore it was known who they were, 


as the Alliance that had lately 


taken Place between King Ed- 
ward and the Duke rendered this 
Concealment neceſſary, they ſuf- 
fered all the Extremities of Want 
and Poverty. Philip de Com- 
mines, who himſelf ſaw them in 
this Condition, ſays That Beg- 
*« pars who ſued for Alis, were 
not ſo poor as theſe Refugees: 
He obſerved amongſt others the 


Duke 
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Duke of Exeter on Foot, with- 
out Shoes or Stockings, follow- 
ing the Train of the Duke of 
Burgundy, and unknown, beg - 
ging from Door to Door, This 
Duke learnt, by ſad Experience, 
that the Quality of a Prince did 
not exempt him from the Miſe- 
rics of human Nature; and the 
Calamitics that attended the royal 
Houſe of Lancaſter, were the moſt 
extraordinary Inſtances of the Vi- 
ciſſitudes of Fortune, that are to 
be met with in the Britiſh Annals. 


To point out ſuch Diſtreſſes as 
the particular Judgments of Hea- 
ven, is both illiberal and unwar- 
rantable. Some of the Unfortu- 


nate we are ſpeaking of, 0 


F 5 


| 
7 
f 


106 The HISTORY of 


to be involved in them, without 
having been guilty of any Acts of 
Inhumanity; as Henry and his 
Son the Prince of Wales, who 
were certainly deſerving of a bet- 
ter Fate. But a careful Obſerver 
of Events will frequently ſee, that 
flagrant Vices are puniſhed by 
ſome remarkable Strokes of 
Wretchedneſs, and bad Diſpoſi- 


tions made ſenſible of the Evils 


they bring on Others, Moſt of 
the Principals in this domeſtic 
War, where Father often fought 
againſt Son, and which was car- 
ried on with infatiate Rapine, 
haſty Executions, and uncommon 
Cruelties, are Examples of the 
Truth of my Remark. Margaret, 
whoſe ruling Paſſion was the 
love 
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love of Power, regardleſs of the 
Propriety with which ſhe attained 
it, for the unjuſt Methods ſhe 
took to ſecure it, found her fa- 
vourite Wiſh ungratified. The 
very Means ſhe made Uſe of, con- 
tributed to her Fall ; driven from 
that Throne on which ſhe placed 
all her Happineſs, after a Series 
of unparalleled Troubles, ſhe end- 
ed her Days in Obſcurity. The 
whole York Family alſo, by un- 
quiet Lives, and untimely Deaths, 
attoned for the Devaſtations and 
Murders they had occaſioned, 


Lord Warwick was ſo impa- 
tient to return to London, where 
his Thoughts had been continual- 
ly centered, that he left his Brother 
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to diſperſe the broken Remains 
of the Enemy, and haſtened back. 
On his Arrival he was received 
by the King with the ſtrongeſt 
Demonſtrations of Friendſhip and 
Eſteem, He alſo had the Plea- 
ſure to find that his lovely Counteſs 
took no ſmall Share in his Glo- 
ry and ſafe Return, The ten- 
der Letters he frequently wrote 
her, and his Praiſes, which ſhe 
heard from every Mouth, ſo far 
overcame her Severity, that ſhe 
could not hide from him her Sen- 
ſibility of his great Merit. She 
accordingly gave him up her 
Heart, as far as was conſiſtent 


with the Delicacy of her Senti- 
ments. 


DuRING 
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DuRinG the Earl's Abſence, 
the Counteſs had been fo much 
on her Guard, that Edward could 
not get Acceſs to her, though his 
Paſſion continued as violent as 
ever; and an Affair ſoon after 
happened that further ſecured her 
from his Solicitations. 


TuRE King being one Day 
hunting in Northamptonſhire, the 
Chace led him near Grafton 
Caſtle, the Seat of Jaquelina de 
Luxembourgh, Dowager of the 
late Duke of Bedford, Regent of 
France. This Lady, who was 
Siſter to Peter of Luxembourg, 
Count de St. Pol, notwithſtand- 
ing the Luſtre of her Birth, and 
though her Alliance was ſought 

| for 
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for by ſome of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Families both in France and 
England, had condefcended to 
marry Sir Richard Woodville, then 
only a private Gentleman, though 
afterwards created Earl Rivers. 
By him ſhe had ſeveral Children, 
and among them a Daughter, 
named Elizabeth, who was re- 
markablefor the Grace and B-auty 
of her Perſon, as well as for other 
valuable Accompliſhments. This 
young Lady married Sir John 
Gray, of Groby, by whom ſhe 
had Children; but her Huſband 
being killed in the ſecond Battle 
of St. Alban's, fighting for the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, his Eſtate 
was for that Reaſon confiſcated, 
and his Widow retired to live 

| | with 
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with her Mother at her Country 
Seat. 


As Chance had brought the 
King ſo near the Reſidence of the 
Ducheſs, he was induced by that 


Reſpect which was her Due, to 


pay her a Viſit. This Occafion 
appearing favourable for obtain- 
ing ſome Grace from this gallant 
Monarch, the young Widow threw 
herſelf at his Feet, and intreated 
him to have Pity on her Children, 
who ſuffered for the Imprudence 
of their Father. The Sight of 
ſo much Beauty in Affliction 
ſtrongly affected the amorous Ed- 
ward; Love ſtole inſenſibly into 
his Heart, and he raiſed her from 

the 
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me Ground with Aſſurances of 
Favour. 


Tre King, on his Return, 
talked to his Brother the Duke 
of Glouceſter, and Lord War- 
wick, who attended him, in Rap- 


tures of the fair Elizabeth; and 


for a Time the Charms of the 
Countcſs of Devonſhire held but 
a ſccond Place in his Breaſt. 
However myſtcrious it might ap- 
pear, a Heart ſo ſuſceptible as 
that of Edward, was capable of 
entertaining a violent Inclination, 
or, as it is miſtermed, Love, for 
ſeveral * Females at the ſame 

Time. 


Among tbe Number of theſe was 
Jane Shore, whoſe Virtues, whoſe Frail- 
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Time. Accuſtomed to receive 
the tender Impreſſion, every new 


Beauty 


ties, ard whoſe Sufferings, are immortalized. 
by the pathetic Pen of Row. This Lady 
was born of. reputable Parents in London ; 
as well educated, and married to a ſubſtan- 
tial Citizen; but Intereſt only being con- 
ſolted in the Match, ſhe could not withſtand 
the Arts and Addreſs of the handſome Ed- 


ward, who was received into the Houſes. 


of his Subjects on the moſt familiar Foot ing. 
The King raiſed her to a reſpectable Situation, 
worthy the Favourite fot a potent Monarch; 
where ſhe had an Opportunity of inCulging 
the natural Benevolcnce of her Heart, With- 
out Solicitation, ſhe protected the Oppreſſed, 
relieved the Indigent, and diſcouraged Ca- 
lumny and Detraction. But theſe Virtues 
could not ſecure her from a dreadtul Down- 


fall; or the many good Offices ſhe had done 
to others, procure her one grateful Return 


when overwhelmed with Diſtreſſes. The in- 
human Duke of Glouceſter, during his Pro- 
tectorſuip, and whilſt he plotted the De- 
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Beauty raiſed new Defires, and 
left for a while its Traces, though 
not 


ſtruction of his Nephew, Edward the Fifth, 
ordered the Goods of Jane Shore to be 
ſeized, and ſummoned her before the Coun- 
ci] for practiſing Sorcery and Enchantment: 
This he did to carry on the Farce of his Ace- 
cuſations againſt Lord Haſtings, and ſome 
other Nablemen, whoſe Fidelity to the late 
King's lawful Succeſſors he could not corrupt; 
and whom, on that Account, he had alſo 
charged with the ſame Crime. As no Proofs 
could be produced that were ſatis factory, 

though the ſlighteſt ones would have been 
dcemed ſufficient, Richird was obliged to 
have Pecourſe to another Method, and or- 
dered her to be tricd in the Spiritual Court 
for Adultery and Lewdnefs, ' Here he was 
more ſucceſsful; for ſhe was ſentenced to do 
Penanceiin a white Sheet at St. Paul's, betore 
the whole People, This, however dreadful 
to a delicate Mind, as Jane Shore's, notwith- 
ſtarding her Errors, appears to have been, 
was but Part of hcr Sorrows ; For deprived 
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not deep ones, on his Mind: 
Much unlike a real, delicate, ſen- 
timental Love, which is con- 
fined to one Object, and whoſe 
chief Ingredient is Conſtancy. 


Tur King found an Excuſc to 
viit her again in a few Days, and 
declared 


of that Property, which Edward's Fondneſs 
lad beſto ed upon her, ſhe lived not only to 
feel the Bitterneſs of Shame, through the Per- 
{ccations of a barbarous Tyrant, but to languiſh 
out her Lite in Solitude, oppreſted with Age and 
Poverty. Nor could her many good Actions at- 
tone tor her Frailties in the Eſtimation of a 
Court inured to the moſt atrocious Crimes, and 
blind only to their own Faults; or protect 
ler from unprecedented Violations of Friend- 
Lip. 99 true it is, that with the Generality 


of Mankind, a Reverſe of Fortune obliteratcs 


crery Obligation, and gives Birth to Cenſure, 
Ingratitude and Malevolence. 
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declared his Paſſion; but the Lady 
either diſpleaſed with his Addreſ- 
ſes from virtuous Motives, as ſhe 
ſuppoſed them to be diſhonoura- 
ble, or perceiving that the Im- 
preſſion the had made, was ſo deep 
as to give her Hopes of the higheſt 
Elevation, told his Majeſty with 
an Air of Modeſty which rivetted 
his Chains the faſter, that ſhe 
begged he would deſiſt from 
any further Importunity, as her 
Virtue would never permit her 
to be his Miſtreſs, and her 
Fortune was not exalted enough 
to entitle her to a Throne. 1 
* diſcloſe, (continued ſhe) to your 
„ Majeſty at once, what another 
«« perhaps would not have told 
* you till after many Months; 

but 
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« but I ſhall have at leaſt the Sa- 


« tisfaction not to amuſe you 
« with vain Hopes.” Edward 
pleaſed with her Frankneſs, and 
irritated by Oppolition, gave her 
a Promiſe of Marriage ; on which 
the Ducheſs her Mother removed 
with her Family to London, that 
his Majeſty might carry on his 
Addreſſes with the greater Faci- 
lity. 


Tuis Connection of the King 
could not eſcape the jealous Eye 
of Lady Elizabeth Lucie, who 
failed not to load him with Re- 


proaches, and took every Method 
to detach him from his new 


Favourite. The fair Widow al- 
ſo in her Turn, ſoon received In- 
telligence 


113 © The HISTORY. of 


telligence of this dangerous Rival, 
and of her Power over the King ; 
ſhe therefore thought it neceſſary 
to gain Lord Warwick, his Fa- 
vourite and Confidant, to her In- 
tereſt. As ſhe was a Woman of 
Penetration and pleaſing Manners, 
this was foon accompliſhed; and 
giving the Earl particular Marks 
of her Eſteem and Confidence, 
ſhe won his Favour. The firſt 
Proof of Friendſhip ſhe exacted 
from him was, that he: would 
give her a candid Account of the 
different Engagements Edward 
was under; by which ſhe might 
be the better enabled to carry on 
her ambitious Views, and {ſecure 
his Heart : The former Motive the 
did not diſcloſe, and in the latter 

the 
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the Earl readily aſſiſted her. In 
luis Liſt he did not omit the Coun- 
tels of Devonſhire, aſſuring her 
that notwithſtanding the King's 
preſent Ardour for herſelf, that 
Lady held the chief Station in 
his Breaſt. His Lordſhip's own 
Intereſt prompted him to make 
this Diſcovery ; and as often as he 
obſerved any Relapſes of Tender- 
neſs, he gave Lady Gray Infor- 
mation of it, who ſometimes by 
Tears, ſometimes by Threats of 
returning again into the Country, 
kept him ſteady to his Vows. All 
this was done ſo ſcaſonably, that 
the King took the greateſt Care 
to conceal his Inconſtancy from 
her, though at the ſame Time he 
was n lcls afliduous in his De- 
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ſigns on Lady Devonſhire, Not- 
withſtanding Lord Warwick was 
thus doubly ſecured from Ed- 
ward's Rivalſhip, yet he could not 
prevent him from frequently 
writing to her by the Aſſiſtance 
of Albina, whoſe avaricious Diſ- 
poſition ſtill ſecured her to his 
Intereſt. Some of his Letters con- 
tained the Language of a Lover, 
others that of a Sovereign, but 
all that of a King full of Paſſion, 
and unuſed to Oppoſition. But 
the Deſerts of the Earl of War- 
wick had made fo lively an Im- 
preſſion on her Heart, that all his 
Majeſty's Endeavours to baniſh 
him thence were ineffectual, or to 
diſpel the Dejection that was 
con- 
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conſequently viſible in her every 
Countenance. 


Tais Alteration in the Coun- 
teſs, who ſought Opportunities of 
being alone, to indulge thoſe cor- 
roding Thoughts that continually 
preyed on her Mind, and would 
not be ſilent, could not eſcape the 
watchful Eye of her Mother, Lady 
Angleſea. She took her therefore 
one Day into the Grotto, where 
they were in no Danger of being 
interrupted, and after Aſſurances 
of her Affection, and Readineſs 
to relieve her from the Uneaſineſs 
that was ſo conſpicuous, deſired 
to be informed of the Cauſe of it. 
Lady Devonſhire, who knew her 
Mother was a Woman of great 

Vol. II. G Senſe 
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Senſe and Penetration, but at the 
ſame Time poſitive in her Opini- 
ons, was at a Loſs what Anſwer 
to give. Innocent and blameleſs 
as her Love for Lord Warwick 
was, her Heart would not conſent 
to give him up, as a Confeſſion 
would for ever deprive her of the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing and hearing 
from him; but her Mother ex- 
pecting an Anſwer, ſhe imme- 
diately formed a Reſolution to Jay 
her Unhappineſs to the King's 
Account. She therefore threw 
herſelf at her Feet, and begging 
her Pardon for ſo long conceal- 
ing an Affair of ſuch Importance, 
told her, that his Majeſty was 
continually teazing her with Let- 
ters, and that the moſt rigorous 
Treat- 
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Treatment of him, had no other 
Effet, than to increaſe his Soli- 
citations, and provoke his Anger. 
The Counteſs then put his Ma- 
jeſty's laſt Letter, with her An- 
{wer into Lady Angleſea's Hand, 
wherein he had threatened, that he 
would no longer preſerve a proper 
Decorum, unleſs ſhe permitted 
him to viſit her. The old Lady 
having peruſed it, embraced her 
Daughter, and with Tears of Joy 
congratulated herſelf on having ſo 
prudent and virtuous 8 Child. 
She then praiſed the young Coun» 
tels, for not ſuffering the Paſſion 
of ſo amiable a Monarch, to make 
an Impreſſion either on her Ten- 
derneſs or Vanity. 
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WuriLsT they were indulging 
their Tears, the Earls of Angle- 
ſea and Devonſhire entered the 
Grotto. They were ſurprized to 
find the Ladies in this Agitation ; 
and enquiring the Cauſe, the 
Counteſs of Angleſea judged it 
moſt prudent to reveal to them 
her Daughter's Situation and Un- 
happineſs. She knew that Lord 


Devonſhire had already conceived 


ſome Jealouſy at the King's acci- 


dental Mecting with his Lady in 
the Foreſt, and was apprehen- 
ſive of Detection if ſhe en- 
deavoured to conceal Edward's 
conſequent Attempts ; ſhe there- 
fore, without Heſitation, deſired 
him to read the Letters, which 
would convince him of his Lady's 

Prudence 
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Prudence and Firmneſs. His 


Lordſhip took them with an ap- 
parent Compolure ; but the Al- 
teration in his Countenance as he 
read them, ſufficiently diſcovered 
the Perturbation of his Mind. 
He however told Lady Angleſea, 
that he never queſtioned his Wife's 
Conduct, knowing the Sincerity 
and good Inclinations of her 
Heart; and that he eſteemed it 
an Action worthy of herſelf, to 
prefer her Duty to all the Gran- 
deur and imaginary Happineſs a 
King could beſtow. The Earl of 
Angleſea, in his Turn, expreſſed 
the greateſt Satisfaction at his 
Daughter's Prudence ; which had 
ſuch an Effect on the Countels, 


that ſhe ſecretly blamed herſelf 
1 G 3 for 
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for not ſacrificing the Earl of 
Warwick in the ſame Manner ſhe 
had done the King; at once 
cleanſing her Mind from every 
Imputation of Guilt—Alas ! the 
Heart enveloped in the Net of 
Love, ſtruggles in vain to free it- 
ſelf from its entangled, but pleaſ- 
ing, Situation. 


« 


Tove the Earl of Devon- 
ſhire appeared ſatisfied at his La- 
dy's Conduct, yet he thought it 
neceſſary to remove her from the 
Solicitations of her royal Lover : 
He therefore defired Lady Angle- 
fea would take the Counteſs with 
her to Twickenham, where ſhe 
had a Country Seat. This ſhe 
conſented to, and Preparations 
were 
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were made for their Departure 
with the greateſt Secreſy. 


LAp Devonſhire, notwith- 
ſtanding the Proof ſhe had juſt 
given of her Openneſs and Can- 
dour, could not hear of this ſud- 
den Removal withont being great- 
ly afflicted. She uttered her 
Complaints to Albina, but forbid 
her to diſcover them to Lord 
Warwick; being determined in 
future to bury her Love in her 
own Breaſt, The treacherous 
Governante paying but little Re- 
gard to her Miſtreſs's Orders, im- 
mediately informed the Earl of 
every Thing that had paſled ; and 
at the ſame Time told him, there 
was no Poſſibility of his taking 

G 4 Leave 
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Leave of the Counteſs. Diſtract- 
ed at the Thought, he inſtantly 
wrote her a Letter full of Ten- 
derneſs, and earneſt Solicitations 
for one Moment's Liberty to bid 
her Adieu. Though Lady De- 
vonſhire, in her Heart rejoiced at 
the Propoſal, yet Prudence forbid 
her allowing him an Interview ; 
but Albina, with her uſual Art, 
oppoſing her Lady's ReluQance, 


Love enforced her Arguments, 
and ſhe prevailed. 


Taz Counteſs's Conſent was 
ſoon conveyed to the Earl, who 
received the Permiſſion with Rap- 
ture, and curling the tardy Night, 
waited with Impatience for its 
Approach. It no ſooner arrived, 
| than 
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than wrapt in his Cloak, and at- 
tended only by his faithful Be- 
rincour, he was at the Garden 
Gate, He had before, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Governels, procur- 
ed a Key, but not being properly 
made, on the firſt Trial it broke 
in the Lock. No Method now 
remained but to mount the Wall, 
which he executed in an Inſtant, 
and was juſt on the Point of leap- 
ing into the Garden, when he 
ſaw a Number of People with 
Flambeaux, who appeared to be 
ſcarching after ſomething that was 
loſt. The Fact was, Lady An- 
gleſea had miſlaid the Portrait of 
the late Ducheſs of York, the 
King's Mother, which ſhe wore 
conſtantly on her Arm in Re- 

G 5 membrance 


130 The HISTORY of 


membrance of that Lady: She 
had not miſſed it till after it was 
dark ; and having cauſed all the 
Apartments to be examined with- 
out Succeſs, ſhe ordered the Walks 
of the Garden to be ' ſearched, 
leſt the Weight of the Gold and 
Diamonds ſhould fink it in the 
Sand. Some of the Domeſticks, 
who were not equally intent on 
their Buſineſs, happening to look 
upwards, eſpied the Earl juſt ready 
to leap down; and not doubting 
but that he was a Robber, called 
out to their Companions, Lord 
Warwick had no Time to delibe- 
rate ; he found he was obliged to 
retreat in the beſt Manner poſſible; 
but as his Gentleman was retired 
to ſotne Diſtance from the Wall, 

* not 
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not expecting the Earl fo ſoon, 


he was forced to deſcend without 
his Aſſiſtance. His Haſte occa- 
ſioned him to fall; however he 
got off, and returned to his Houſe 
greatly vexed at ſeeing his Mea- 
{ures thus broken. 


Bur he did not eſcape without 
Suſpicion ; for in his tumble he 
dropped a Locket, containing a 
miniature Picture, which he wore 
by a Ribband in his Boſom. 
This, one of the Servants picked 
np juſt without the Gate, and 
delivered it to the Earl of Devon- 
ſhire, who on a minute Exami- 
nation perceived a ſecret Spring, 
which he had no ſooner touched 
than it flew open, and preſented 
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to his View the Portraiture of his 
own Lady. The Suſpicions that 
had juſt ariſen from the broken Key 
were now confirmed, and he no 
longer doubted but that it was 
ſome Enemy to his Peace who 
had deſcended from the Wall. 
This Incident haſtened the Exe- 
cution of his Lordſhip's Plan, and 
he ſet out before Day-light for the 
Country, carrying with him a 
Load of Jealouſy and Uneaſineſs. 


Tux Counteſs, on her Part, 
was not more at Eaſe: Albina 
had informed her of the Earl of 
Warwick's Failure in his Attempt, 
and of the Diſcovery of the Pic- 


ture, which ſhe had learnt from 


the Servant that found it. The 
Purity 
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Purity of her Heart could not 
ſupport her under the Apprehen- 
ſions of Detection, nor could ſhe 
baniſh from her Mind the Fears 
that aroſe of , being continually 
ſubject to her Huſband's Suſpi- 
cions. Often did ſhe lament 
her Imprugence in yielding to the 
firſt Aſſignation, and blame her - 
ſelf for ſuffering the Earl's great 
Qualities to make ſo deep an Im- 
preſſion on her Mind. She up- 
braided Albina with taking Ad- 
vantage of her Youth and Inex- 
perience, to induce her to a Com- 
pliance which would inevitably 
deſtroy all her future Felicity ; 
and with Fervour ſhe declared, 
that notwithſtanding her Incli- 
nations were by this Means fixed 

on 
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on Lord Warwick, ſhe would 
not ſave his Life by one criminal 
Sigh. Thus ſhe continued to 
bewail her unhappy Fate, whilſt 
her Mother and Huſband, having 
ſince this Diſcovery formed an un- 
favourable Opinion of her Virtue, 
treated her with Rigour. 


Tuts ſudden Departure of the 
Counteſs greatly diſpleaſed the 
King ; that Vanity which his per- 
ſonal Accomphſhments—hiscom- 
manding Station—and the differ- 
ent Reception he had been ac- 
cuſtomed to meet with from the 
reſt of her Sex, inſpired, prompt- 
ed him to conclude, that ſhe treat- 
ed him with -Incivility, and un- 
common Severity. Tho' his Paſ- 


fion 
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Treatment, yet his Pride was 
piqued; and he became the more 
aſſidubus in his Courtſhip to Lady 
Gray, who grew ſo intoxicated at 
his Majeſty's increaſed Ardour, 
that without the leaſt Regard to 
her beſt Friends, ſhe ſacrificed them 
all to her Humour and Intereſt. 
From a Defire to pleaſe the King, 
and acquire his favourable Opinion, 
ſhe betrayed the Secrets imparted to 
her by the Earl of Warwick, and 
ſhewed him his Lordſhip's Letters 
which contained proofs of his Du- 
plicity ; imputing the many Re- 
proaches ſhe had loaded him with, 
and that Decreafe of Reſpect and 
Tenderneſs, which had lately ap- 
peared in her Conduct, entirely te 

the 
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the Earl's Suggeſtions. Edward 
too plainly ſaw that his Friend had 
been a formidable Rival to him 
with the lovely Counteſs; and 
that it was through his Means he 
had heen nn in his Ad- 
dreſſes. 


From this Moment Jealouſy en- 
tered the Breaſt of the King, and 
he began to view his Friend and 
Confidant with a much leſs fa- 
vourable Eye. An Alteration. of 
Sentiments on both Sides took 
Place about this Time, which in- 
creaſed to an Enmity that termi- 
nated in War and Bloodſhed, It 
is aſſerted by ſome Hiſtorians, that 
Lord Warwick was ſupplanted by 
Edward. in his Love for Lady 

Gray, 
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Gray, to whom he was engaged 
before his Majeſty had ſeen her; 
and that this was the Foundation 
of their Diſagreement ; whilſt 
others omitting this Circumſtance, 
impute it to the public Affront of- 
fered to the Earl by the King in 
marrying Elizabeth whilſt he was 
ſent to treat of a Marriage for him 
with Bona of Savoy, Siſter to the 
Qucen of France. 


Wuick was the true Cauſe, is 
uncertain; this Rivalſhip between 
them on Account of Lady Devon- 
ſhire, appears equally probable : 
Perhaps all theſe Circumſtances 
combined, brought about an Event 
ſo fatal to the Engliſh Nation. 
A teſpectable “ Author ſays, 

“ There 
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ec 


66 


cc, 


66 


There is no Part of Engliſh 
Hiſtory ſince the Conqueſt, ſo 
obſcurc, ſo uncertain, fo little 
authentic or confiſtent, as that 
of the Wars between the two 
Roſes. Hiſtorians differ about 
many matgrial Circumſtances ; 
and fome Events of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, in which they al- 
moſt all agree, are incredible, 
and contradicted by Records, 
There may even ſome Scruple 
ariſe with Regard to the Pro- 
poſals of Marriage made to Bo- 
na of Savoy ; though almoſt all 
Authors concur in it, and the 
fact is very likely in itſelf; for 
there are no Traces in Rymer, 
of any ſuch Embaſſy of War- 
wick's to France; and the chief 

« Certainty 
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« Certainty 'in the Reigns of 
« Henry and Edward, ariſes from 
the public Records.” In this 
Uncertainty, an Author muſt ex- 


erciſe his Diſcretion and Judg- 


ment, recording only thoſe Facts, 
that appear from their Plauſibility 
and Connection, moſt deſerving of 
Credit, 


Tux Earl of Warwick did not 
at firſt obſerve the Alteration in 
the King; for unable to bear a 
Separation from the Woman he 
ſo tenderly loved, his whole At- 
tention was taken up in forming 


Schemes to obtain an Interview 
with her. He had a Palace at 


Chelſea, adorned with all the 
Beauties that both Nature and 
Art 
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Art could furniſh. Its delight- 


ful Situation on the Banks of the 
Thames, and the Care he beſtow- 
ed upon it, rendered it one of 
the moſt magnificent Places in 
the World, and worthy of its 
great Proprietor. For the Em- 
belliſhment of the Gardens, he 
had obtained from France the 
Plans and Deſigns of that cele- 
brated Gardener who had the Ma- 
nagement of thoſe famous Ones 
near Vincennes, belonging to Agnes 
Sorrell, Miſtreſs to King Charles 
the Seventh. Two Gardeners 
were at the ſame Time ſent him 
to execute the Plan; and they 
had nearly compleated them, when 
the Ducheſs of Norfolk, Siſter 
to the Counteſs of Devonſhire, 
| {ſent 
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t ſent to the Earl, deſiring he would 
Ne ſpare one of the Frenchmen to 
v lay out ſome Gardens for her. 
of Lord Warwick, with his uſual Po- 
in | Titeneſs, granted her Requeſt ; and 
Its finding, whilſt he was in this Di- 
N- lemma, that theMan, having finiſh- 
he ed his Work for che Ducheſs, was 
A employed byher Motherat Twick- 
1C- 


enham, it immediately ſtruck him, 
la- that the Fellow might be made 
ſerviceable to him in his Deſigns 
nes on the Counteſs of Devonſhire. 


rles Inſtructions were accordingly 
ers Wh given him; and in Purſuance of 
um them, on his deſiring Lady An- 
Ks gleſea to allow him an Aſſiſtant 
en 


of his own Country, who beſt 
ſter W underſtood his Mode of working, 
ure, Berincour being a Frenchman, 


Was 


142 The HISTORY of 


was ſent to aſſiſt him. To his 
Care the Earl committed a Let- 
ter filled with the Effuſions of 
his Love, to be delivered through 
the Negotiation of Albina, to the 
Counteſs ; but this he was pre- 
vented fromdoing for ſome Time, 
the Governeſs being indiſpoſed, 
and keeping her Room. Great 
was Lord Warwick's Impatience 
at this Delay, but all his Power 
could not avail in an Affair that 
required ſo much Secrely. 


WurLtsT he was employed in 
this Scheme, and inattentive to 
the Tranſactions at Court, both 
the King and Lady Gray were 
greatly exaſperated with him ; the 


former for his want of Sincerity, 
| and 
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and Boldneſs in becoming his Ri- 
val; the latter at being made his 
Dupe, when he covered his De- 
ſigns on the Counteſs under 4 
Zeal for her Intereſt. To ſuch a 
Height was Edward's Anger a- 
gainſt his Friend raiſed, by the 
continual Infinuations of an of- 
fended Woman, who' had now 
acquired great Power over him, 
that he determined to forbid him 
the Court, and order him to re- 
tire to his Seat at Middleham. 


SEVERAL Motives conſpired to 
forbid this ſevere Treatment: The 
Earl's unbounded Power ought to 
have alarmed the King's Ap- 
prehenſions, whilſt the Exiſt- 
ace of the Laneaſtrian Faction 


rendered 
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rendered his Throne inſecure: 
He ſhould alſo have retained a juſt 
Senſe of the Obligations he lay un- 
der to his Lordſhip, as the greateſt 
Proofs of his Favour were not 
ſufficient to repay them: And 
that Friendſhip, which had for 
many Years bound them together, 
was not the moſt forcible Plea; 
All theſe Conſiderations ſhould 
have induced him to give up an 
Affair of Gallantry to a Man who 
had ſuch Claims upon him, and 
from whom he had ſo much to 
fear. . But to a Perſon who made 
Gallantry the Buſineſs of his Life, 
and ſaw not Danger till it came 
upon him, theſe Reaſons had 
little or no Weight; eſpecially 
as they were prevented from hav- 

ing 
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ing a due Effect on his Mind, by 


the malevolent Suggeſtions of a 
Lady he wiſhed to pleaſe. 


HERBERT, Earl of Pembroke, 
was next in Eminence to Lord 
Warwick, and ſhared with him 
Edward's Confidence. He was 
young and handſome, nor was 
he excelled in Magnificence by 
any of the Engliſh Nobles. The 
King fixed on Lord Pembroke to 
convey his Commands to War- 
wick: At the fame Time he in- 
formed him of the Cauſe of his Diſ- 
pleaſure, and gave him the Let- 
ters that had been written by the 
Earl to Lady Gray, as a Confir- 
mation of his Guilt. But what 
was this Lord's Amazement when 
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he found from his Commiſion, 
that Two of the moſt accompliſh- 
ed Perſons in the Kingdom were 
his Rivals; for he alſo had by 
Accident {cen Lady Devonſhire, 
and could not defend himſelf 
againſt the Force of her Beauty ; 
as indeed few could, that had a 
Heart diſengaged, or made of 
«« penetrable Stuff.“ 


To give a Deſcription of this 
dangerous fair One is needleſs, as 
every Reader will inſtantly form 


moſt agreeable to his Fancy ; and 
Ten to Oneif the Picture I draw 
correſponds with his Taſte in 
every Reſpect, as there is no fixed 
Criterion for. Beauty: However, 
let 
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let him not forget to add to a 
lovely Face, a Shape where Eaſe 
and Dignity diſputed for Pre-emi- 
nence, and a Softneſs in her 
Manner that imperceptibly ſtole 
away the entranced Obſerver's 
Heart; whilſt an amiable and 
virtuous Conduct dignified the 
Whole, and made her Charms 
irreſiſtible. 


Tre Earl of Pembroke endea- 
voured to conceal his Sentiments 
from the King, to whom he per- 
ceived the Object of his own Love 
was far from indifferent; and 
haſtened away to the Earl of 
Warwick. Hitherto he had been 
the truſty and affectionate Friend 
of that Nobleman : But what an 

H 2 Alter- 
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Alteration does Love make | How 
weak are the Pleas of Friend- 
ſhip, Honour, or even Intereſt, 
when they ſtand in Compe- 
tition with it? He found all 
his Generoſity neceſſary to enable 
him to eſpouſe, at this Juncture, 
the Benefit of the Earl ; and per- 
haps he would not have done it, 
had not his Maſter's Paſſion for 
the Counteſs threatened him with 
greater Danger. 


H1s Lordſhip, in purſuance of 
the Orders he had received from 
the King, told the Earl, that it 
was unneceſſary for him to at- 
tempt to juſtify himſelf, or to 
diſown the Fact of which he was 
accuſed, as he was empowered to 

produce 
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produce convineing Proofs of his 
Paſſion for the Counteſs, and of 
his Breach of Faith to his Friend 


and Maſter ; who m conſequence 


was become his Enemy, and 
commanded him to ſet out im- 
mediately for his Caſtle at Mid- 
dleham. The Earl, enraged at 
the Sight of the Letters he had 
fent Lady Gray, was convinced 
that ſhe had ſacrificed him to her 
private Views ; but ſcorning to 
vent his Indignation againſt a 
Woman, though a perfidious One, 
he turned his Anger towards a 
Perſon more worthy of it. His 
natural Haughtineſs, and Pride of 
Spirit could ſcarcely brook a Su- 
perior, even in a King; he there- 
fore, with a ſteady Dignity, re- 

H 3 turned 
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turned this Anſwer to the Earl 
of Pembroke: © I reſpect the 
King as my Sovereign and as 
my Maſter, and I might fay 
without Vanity, that but for 
me he had perhaps been neither. 
I loved the Counteſs of Devon- 
* ſhire before I was acquainted 
„with his Majeſty's Paſſion for 
« her; and when he did me the 
* Honcur to make me his Confi- 
« dant, it was too late for me to 
hope for a Cure. Lady Gray, I 
* ſee, has taken Pains to make the 
King my Enemy, but I fear not 
„ his Threats; and as for renoun- 
„ cing my Paſſion, all the united 
« Powers on Earth ſhall never 
* compel me to do it. As I have 


« ever loved the King, I will ſub- 
« mit 


** 
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« mit to his Commands, and re- 
« tire to my caſtle at Middleham, 
« where I can indulge my melan- 
« choly Thoughts uninterrupted, 
e which at preſent conſtitutes the 
« only Pleaſure I know.” 


Loxp Pembroke begged him to 
foften his Anſwer, and by making 
proper Submiſſion reſtore himſelf 
to the King's Favour ; but this he 
would by no means do, as he had 


never given Edward any juſt 
Cauſe of Offence, and had nothing 
wherewith to reproach himſelf. 


TRE Earl of Warwick ſet out 
for Yorkſhire with ſo much Pre- 
cipitation, that he would not ſtay 
to take Leave of his Brothers the 

H 4 Marquis 
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Marquis of Montague, and the 
Archbiſhop of York. He was ap- 
prehenſive that they would fan 
the Flame which was juft kindled 
in his Breaſt againſt the King, and 
excite him to Revenge. As. yet 
that Friendſhip and Eſteem which 
he had always entertained for Ed- 
ward, from an early Union, and a 
Similarity of Sentiment and Tem- 
per, had received very little Di- 
minution : He was vexed at the 
Interruption of his Love, which 
he imputed to the Influence of 
Lady Gray, and hoped that his 
Majeſty's Anger would be ny 
temporary. 


BERtNCOUR, who had been ſent 


by the Earl to Twickenham, in 
the 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 153 


the Character of a Gardener, to de- 
liver his Letter to the Counteſs; 
was obhged to wear his Diſguiſe 
for ſeveral Weeks, on Account of 
Albina's Illneſs; during which, 
thro the Imprudence of his Com- 
panion, he was betrayed to Lord 
Devonſhire. He had juſt execut- 


ed his Commiſſion, and received 


an Anſwer that would have given 
his Maſter great Satisfaction, (tho' 
procured by the Intreaties of the 
Governeſs,) when he was coun- 
teracted by the Earl of Devonſhire, 
and the Chevalier Hereford, who 
was his Viſiter; to whom his 
Lordſhip had diſcovered his Jeal- 
ouſy, with the Cauſe of it. Ber- 
incour, overjoyed at having ſuc-_ 
ceeded ſo far as to procure a Let- 

H 5 '., "hat 


vant, by Lord Devonſhire's Orders, 
conveyed ſome Opium into his 


ſeſſion, or having Reſolution 
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ter from the Counteſs, though he 
knew not the Purport of it, was 
retiring to Bed early, that he 
might proceed on his Journey as 
ſoon as it was light, when a Ser- 


Wine. It no ſooner had the de- 
fired Effect, than the Chevalier 
Hereford took from him the Let- 
ters, and delivered them to his 
Friend. The packet was large, 
as the Counteſs, with her Anſwer, 
had incloſed all thoſe that ſhe had 
received from Lord Warwick; not 
caring to keep them in her Poſ- 


enough to burn them. This be- 
trayed the whole Secret to her 
Huſband, who was on the Point 

of 
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of dragging the unfortunate Meſ- 
ſenger to the Counteſs, and ſacri- 
ficing him before her Face; but 
his Friend the Chevalier reſtrained- 
him, and moderated his Paſſion. 
They then proceeded to a Con- 
ſultation on the proper Methods 
to be purſued ; when it was agreed 
to ſuppreſs Lady Devonſhire's 
Anſwer, which contained Ten- 
derneſs mingled with Diſcretion 
and Virtue, and ſubſtitute one in 
its Room, full of Indifference and 
Severity ; ſuch as could not fail to 
excite the ſame Senſations in Lord 
Warwick. This was done; and 
in the Morning, though ſomewhat 
later than he intended, Berincour 
{et out for Yorkſhire. 
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_ Taz Earl of Warwick, who 
had devoted his Time entirely to 
the Contemplation of his lovely 
Miſtreſs, and had counted the te- 
dious Hours of his Exile, with 
eager Expectation ſnatched the 
Letter from his Meſſenger's Hand: 
But how was he amazed to find it 
contained ſo harſh and undeſerved 
an Anſwer! For ſome Time he 
could ſcarcely credit his Senſes ; 
however at laſt (after many a vio- 
lent Struggle between Love and 
 Indifference, which like the Com- 
buſtions that agitate the burning 
Etna rent his noble Breaſt) urged 
by Vexation, though unable to 
conquer his Paſſion, he formed 
the Reſolution of returning to 
London, and by engaging in ſome 


new 
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new Amour, endeavour to baniſh 
his preſent Diſquietude from his 
mind. 


In the mean timetheEarlof De- 
vonſhire inflamed with Jealouſy, 
gave the Lady frequent Proofs of 
it by a rigid and ſevere Behaviour. 
His friend the Chevalier Hereford 
ſtrove to augment it ; not from an 
ö Exceſs of Friendſhip to his Lord- 
* ſnip, but from Hatred to Lord 
id Warwick: For having through 


N- his Intimacy in the Family, con- 
Ng ſtant Opportunities of ſeeing Lady 
ed Devonſhire, and as to fee was to 
to admire and adore, he could not ſe- 


ed cure his Heart from the extenſive 
to Influence of her Beauty. The 
ne 


Earl of Warwick therefore ap- 
| peared 
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peared to him a Rival much to be 
dreaded; and though the Countels's 
Letter, which he had intercepted, 
was written with a great Deal of 
Reſerve, yet the penetrating Eye 
of a Lover diſcovered too many 
Signs of a concealed Affection in it. 
Enraged at the Diſcovery, he 
alarmed, every Hour, the Appre- 
henſions of Lord Devonſhire; 
which were not of themſelves in- 
conſiderable, as he had two ſuch 
engaging and accompliſhed Cava- 
liers as the King, and Lord War- 
wick, to guard againſt. Lady 
Angleſea, who was now become a 
Party againſt her Daughter, kept a 
ſtrict Watch over her; and by con- 
tinual Upbraidings, and pruden- 
tial Lectures added to Lord De- 

vonſhire's 
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: 'F 
vonſhire's Frowns, made * 


Counteſs's Life unhappy. £4 
" 
Bor all theſe Reſtraints would 

have only ſerved to increaſe her 
Love for Lord Warwick, had not 
the Chevalier Hereford, by an Ar- 
tifice he made uſe of, at the Ex- 
pence of his Honour and Veracity, 
much leſſened her good Opinions 
of him. The Earl, in purſuance 
of his Plan, had returned to Lon- 
don; and by an affected Chearful- 
nels which baniſhed the King's 
Suſpicions, procured his Pardon. 
He then publickly entered into 
another Connection in which his 
Heart had no Share, to revenge 
the ſuppoſed Fickleneſs of the 
Counteſs, 
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INTELLIGENCE of this Altera- 
tion in his Lordſhip was ſoon ſent 
to the Earl of Devonſhire, who 
failed not to read theſe Accounts 
before his Lady. But this ſerved 
only to increaſe his own Chagrin, 
as ſhe could not hide the painful 
Emotions the News of her Lover's 


Infidelity gave her. She happened 


at that Time to be working a cu- 
rious Piece of Embroidery ; the 
blue Jonquils, and yellow Violets 
betrayed her Inattention, and the 
Confuſion of her mind. 


Tris however was only a Pre- 
Jude to their Scheme; for the next 
Day, before Reaſon and Hope had 
calmed the Counteſs's Agitations, 
the Chevalier accoſted her as ſhe 

Was 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 161 


was walking alone in the Garden ; 
and under Pretence of great Con- 
cern for her Reputation and Hap- 
pineſs, told her, he was ſorry to be 
the Means of giving her Diſquiet, 
but that he could not conceal 
from her the Imprudence of the 
Earl of Warwick ; who not only 
boaſted of being beloved by her, 
but had the Audacity to ſhew her 
Letters as Proofs of it: One of 


which having by Accident fallen 


into his Hands, he thought he 
ſhould be wanting in Friendſhip 
and Reſpect, if he did not reſtore 
it to her. The Counteſs at firſt, 
judged this Addreſs to be only a 
Deſign to fathom her Sentiments 
concerning that Lord; but no 


mg 


ſooner did ſhe ſee her own Writ- | 


162 The HISTORY of 


ing, than every Mark of Conſu- 
fion, and Indignation, overſpread 
her lovely Countenance. By 
Turns ſhe vied with the pale 
Lilley, and the bluſhing Roſe; 
and with difficulty kept herſelf 
from fainting. At length ſum- 
moning all her Reſolution, and 
ſupported by her Innocence, the 
told the Chevalier, that her Inten- 
tions in writing that Billet were 
too ſincere and unblemiſhed to 
render a Diſavowal of it needful; 
and that ſhe was conſcious, on the 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny, it would rather 
turn to her Honour than Diſgrace; 
but that at the ſame Time, it made 
her ſenſible of the ungenerous 
Conduct of Lord Warwick, which 
ſhe would from that Moment re- 


of & 
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pay with Contempt and Indiffer- 


ence, 


No ſooner was the Chevalier 
departed to give an Account of his 
Succeſs to Lord Devonſhire, than 
the Counteſs retired to an adjacent 
Arbour, and by a flood of Tears, 
which ſhe had till now with Dif- 
faculty reſtrained, gave ſome Re- 
lief to her burſting Heart. Fain 


would ſhe have found ſome palli- 


ating Circumſtances to ſoften the 
Accuſation, and reſtore the Earl 
to her good Opinion ; but ſuch an 
incontrovertible Proof of his Infi- 
delity, prevented even the warmeſt 
Suggeſtions of Tenderneſs from 
having any Weight. After a 
violent Conteſt of the Paſſions, 

which 
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which laſted a conſiderable Time, 
Prudence remained apparent]y tri- 
umphant ; whilſt Love, yielding to 
the Torrent, hid his Head, van- 
quiſhed, but not diſmayed ; too 
well he knew the Hour would 
ſoon return when he ſhould again 
be able to aſſert his Empire overt 
her Heart. 


LorD Devonſhire did not find 
his Uneaſineſs leſfened by this Ac- 
knowledgment of his Lady, or her 
conſequent Reſolution never to 
think of Lord Warwick more; 
and it required the utmoſt Efforts 
of his Friend, to prevent his tak- 
ing ſome furious Reſolutions ; but. 
he reſtrained them, till another In- 

cident 
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cident excited his Jealouſy a new, 
and made it ungovernable. 


LorD Pembroke's Love for the 
Counteſs was not in the leaſt 
abated by that Deprivation which 
the ſecluded Life the led at 
Twickenham, occaſioned. Find- 
ing the Earl of Warwick's whole 
Attention centered in his new 
Connection, he laid a Plan for 
carrying off Lady Devonſhire to 
one of his Caſtles, by perſonating 
his Lordſhip; who he was afſ- 
ſured enjoyed the greateſt Share 
of her Affection. Though the 
Succeſs of this Scheme appeared 
doubtful, yet every Improbability 
diſſolves before the warm Imagi- 


nation of a Lover; and the Chance 
of 
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of ſome Circumſtances happen- 
ing in his Favour, warrants. the 
raſheſt Attempts, His Lordſhip 
had cauſed a {mall Veſſel to be 
built, and ornamented after the 
Turkiſh Manner, and all the Ma- 
riners to be dreſſed like the In- 
habitants of that Country ; that 
the Novelty of the Sight might 
ſurprize, and be the leſs liable to 
Suſpicion. When he found Lord 
Devonſhire and the Earl of An- 


gleſca were in London, attending 


at Court, he diſguiſed himſelf in 
the ſame Habit as his Men, and 
ſailing up the River, moored op- 
poſite their Houſe. He then ſent 
his Interpretcr to invite the 
Counteſſes aboard, to view the 
curious Silks and Carpets he had 


W to 
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to diſpoſe. of. Lady Angleſea 
happening to be confined by a 
light Indiſpoſition to her Room, 
the Counteſs of Devonſhire was 
permitted to go on board, attend- 
ed by tome of her Women, Whilſt 
her Attention was engaged in 
looking at ſome beautiful Silks, 
the Sails were hoiſted, and the 
Bark made down the River at a 
great Rate. Her Ladyſhip at length 
perceived the Motion of the Ship; 
and expreſſing her Surprize, was 
told by the diſguiſed Earl, that 
the Emperor, his Maſter, having 
heard of her Beauty, had ſent him 
to convey her to his Seraglio. 
The Lady, unapprehenſive of 
Danger, ſmiled at the Conceit; 
but her Smiles were ſoon turned 

into 
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into Tears; for the Veſlel conti- 
nuing to proceed with the ſame 
Velocity, ſhe was greatly alarm- 
ed, and inſiſted on being ſet on 
ſhore. Lord Pembroke then in a 
Whiſper, begged her not to be 
uneaſy, ſor it was to the Earl of 
Warwick ſhe was conveying, 
who could no longer live without 
her. At hearing his Name 2ll 
her Reſentment was arouſed ; the 
Dread of loſing her Reputation, 
which muſt be the Conſequence 
of ſo public an Attempt on her 
Honour, inſpired her with Re- 
ſolution to preſerve it at the Ex- 
pence of her Life. Therefore, 
whilſt his Lordſhip was on his 
Knees intreating her to be paci- 
fied, ſhe threw herſelf over the 

Side 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 169 


Side of the Veſſel into the River. 
The Earl, alarmed for a Life that 
was ſo dear to him, in a Moment 
leaped in after her, and by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Mariners got her 
unhurt into the Ship; but ſtruck 
with her Magnanimity, and find- 
ing from it, that neither Perſuaſion 
or Force would influence her to 
deviate from her Duty, he order- 
ed the Veſſel to be put about, and 
landed her with the utmoſt Expe- 
dition. 


THe Counteſs retired to her 
Chamber without ſeeing her Mo- 
ther, whoſe Upbraidings her Mind 
was not in a Situation to bear. 
When ſhe found herſelf attended 
only by her Confidante Albina, ſhe 

Vor. II. I gave 
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gave way to her Tears; lamenting 
her unhappy Situation, that even 
the Innocence of her Heart, and 
the Purity of her Intentions, could 
not ſecure her from the Attempts 
of her Lovers, and the Suſpicions 
of her Huſband. She often wiſhed 
that Nature had been leſs liberal of 
her Favours to her, as they ſub- 
jected her to theſe continual 
Anxieties and Perturbations. But 
amidſt all her Bewailings ſhe 
3 found that ſhe could not ceaſe to 
| love Lord Warwick ; his Image 
arrayed in all his glorious Deed; 
| and enchanting Qualifications, in- 
truded itſelf notwithſtanding her 
firmeſt Reſolutions, and diſarmed 
her of her Reſentment. 
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Tu Earl of Pembroke, vexed 
that his Plan had proved abhor- 
tire, and unwilling to draw on 
himſelf the public Cenſure, failed 
down the Stream, and landing on 
the oppoſite Shore, ordered the 
Bark to be ſet on Fire. By this 
Means the Secret remained in his 
own Breaſt; the Attendants on 
luch Occaſions being always kept 
fleat by the Dread of their Lord's 
Diſpleaſure. 


2 — — 
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AN Attempt of this Kind com- 
mitted in the Day, and in the 
Sight of the neighbouring Villa- 
gers, could not eſcape the babling 
Tongue of Scandal; it ſoon reach- 
ed the Court, but the Perpetrators 
remained unknown. However, 


1 1 2 thoſe 
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thoſe that were acquainted with 
Lord Warwick's late Affection for 
the Counteſs, ſuppoſed it proceed- 
ed from a Revival of his Tenderneſs. 
The Earl of Devonſhire, who had 
before received from the Letters, 
ſuch convincing Proofs of that 
Lord's Paſſion for his Wife, 
doubted not but that the Infult 
was given by him; eſpecially as the 
King's Attention at that Time, 
ſeemed entirely engroſſed by Lady 
Gray. He therefore in Defence 
of his Honour, determined to 
challenge the Earl of Warwick, 
and as the Affront was public, to 
receive a public Satisfaction. 


Tuzv met by Accident the 
fame Day, when the Earl of 
Devonſhire 


ure 
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Devonſhire unable to reſtrain his 
Choler, ſtruck Lord Warwick in 
the Face with his Gauntlet. It is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that the brav- 
eſt and haughticſt of Men could 
brook ſuch an Outrage ; their 
Swords were in a Moment drawn, 
and ſo great was their Fury, that 
a few Moments more would have 
ended their Animoſity with their 
Lives, had not ſome Friends that 
were preſent ruſhed between, and 
obliged them to poſtpone their 
Reſentment. Agreeable to the 
Cuſtom of the Times, they ſhould 
have entered the Liſts, and in the 
Face of the World have decided 
their Quarrel; but fearing that 
the King ſhould prevent their Vea- 
geance, by putting them under an 

I 3 Arreſt, 
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Arreſt, and unwilling to defer their 
Vengeance, they agreed to meet in 
the Evening at Barn-Elms, at- 
tended by their Seconds. The 
Earl of Warwick brought with 
him his Brother the Marquis 
of Montague; Lord Devonſhire 
his Friend the Chevalier Here- 
ford. 


LoxG and obſtinate muſt be the 
Combat between Four of the 
moſt compleat Warriors of the 
Age; for the Seconds then ſhared 


in the Quarrel of the Principals. 


At laſt it ended in Favour of the 
Brothers ; the Earl of Devonſhire, 
and the Chevalier, being left 
breathleſs on the Field. The for- 


mer fell a Sacrifice to his haſty 


and 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 175; 


and ungovernable Jealouſy ; for as 
his Lady could npt prevent the 
Attempts of her Lovers, but reject- 
ed them with all the Haughtineſs 
ſuperior Virtue inſpired, though 
unfortunate, ſhe did not deſerve 
Reproach. The latter received 
the Reward of his Perfidy, and the 
Deception he had practiſed on the 
Counteſs, when under a Pretence 
of Friendſhip, he made an unge- 
nerous Uſe of the Letter which he 
had procured by Stealth. Lord 
Warwick eſcaped with only a 
Wound in his Arm ; but the Mar- 
quis received ſo many dangerous 
ones, that his Life was deſpaired 
of: He was conveyed with diffi- 
culty to his Brother's Houſe at 
Chelſea, where the Earl con- 
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tinued with him till he was ont of 
Danger, 


In the mean Time the King, 
who ſuppoſed Lord Warwick 
guilty of the Attempt on Lady 
Devonſhire, was greatly exaſperat- 
ed with him, for this freſh In- 
ſtance of Diſobedience and Diſſi- 
mulation. His Majeſty found 
not his Love for that Lady in the 
Jeaſt abated; therefore when he 


was informed of the fatal Effects 
of the Earl's continued Attach- 
ment, and that he had not only 
robbed Lord Devonſhire of his 
Peace, but alſo of his Life, he was 
incenſed againſt him to the higheſt 
Degree, Lady Gray laid hold cf 
this favourable Opportunity to in- 

crealc 
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creale Edward's Anger towards 
his Lordſhip, to whom ſhe was 
now become an avowed Enemy, 
having ſeveral Cauſes of Com- 
plaint againſt him. She was not 
only offended withhim for making 
her his Dupe ; but ſhe had diſco- 
vered that he endeavoured to pre- 
judice the King againſt her. The 
Earl had indeed done fo, fearing 
he ſhould have any ſerious Deſigns 
upon her ; for as yet the King's 
Promiſe of Marriage was kept an 
inviolable Secret. 


nf!!! ß , 


Ir was now become neceſſary, 
as Edward every Day grew more 
infatuated with the fair Widow, 
to get rid of ſo troubleſome a Mo- 
nitor, and fo powerful an Enemy 

I 5 as. 
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as the Earl, who was ſecured by 
his great Conſequence from any 
Puniſhment. An Opportunity 
ſoon offered ; for the Friends of 
the Houfe of York wiſhing the 
King to ſecure his Throne, both 
by the Proſpe& of Iſſue, and by 
foreign Alliances, urged hi 


ing Princeſs for his Queen. A 
Match with the Princeſs Bona of 
Savoy, Siſter to the Queen of 
France, was eſteemed the moſt | 
eligible. The Earl of Warwick, 
who had the Good both of Edward 
and the Kingdom much at Heart, 
pointed out to him the Advantages 
that would ariſe from an Union 
with France. He chiefly urged 
that by making Louis his Friend 
| and 
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and Ally, he would hinder him 
from affording any Supplies to 
Margaret, the great Enemy of the 
Houſe of York ; whoſe Courage 
and Reſolution was proportioned 
to her deſperate Meaſures, and 
whoſe Hopes, it was well known, 
were not entirely depreſſed, as ſhe 
was always ſoliciting the King of 
France for Aſſiſtance; which if 
he ſhould afford her, would enable 
her to diſturb his Repoſe, and 
make the Nation once more a 
Scene of Bloodſhed and Confuſion. 
His Arguments were allowed by 
Edward to be forcible; but Paſſion 
triumphed over Reaſon and Pru- 
dence. He however thought it 
neceflary to diſſemble; and yield- 
ing to the Reaſons offered by 

I 6 Lord 
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Lord Warwick, defired he would | 
undertake himſelf a Negotiation 
of ſo much Conſequence. The 
Earl gladly accepted the Com- 
miſſion, at once to gratify his 
patriotic Wiſhes, and to detach the 
King from a Lady whoſe Alliance 
muſt prove detrimental to his 
Honour and Intereſt, 


THrovGn it appears improbable, 
that Edward, knowing the great 
Power of Lord Warwick, and 
the Certainty of drawing it upon 
. himſelf, by thus employing him 
in a deceitful Treaty, at the 
Time his Reſolutions were taken 
not to fulfil it, yet if we conſider 
the Character of this King, the 
Improbability will ſeem leſs. His 

natural 
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natural Boldneſs rendered him un- 
apprehenſive of Danger; and 
though he was capable of ſur- 
priſing Activity on great Occa- 
fions, he was Jeſs fitted to prevent 
Ills by wiſe Precautions, than to 
remedy them after they took 
Place, by his Vigour and Enter- 
prize, Pleaſure engaged his whole 
Attention, and made him careleſs 
about the Confequences that often 
attended the Indulgence of it. His 
Inttigues with the Wives of his 
Subjects created him many Ene- 
mies, and were of great Diſſer- 
vice to him in the future Revolu- 
tions of his Reign. It is not then 
incredible, that this Diſpoſition 
ſhould urge him to remove ſo ca- 
pital an Obſtruction to his pre- 

ſent 
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ſent Attachment, though he was 
almoſt certain the Iſſue would be 
diſagrecable and troubleſome, 


'Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Feelings of the Counteſs of De- 
vonſhire when the News of her 
Lord's Death reached her. How 
uncommonly delicate her Situa- 
tion ! She wept at the ſame Time 
both for her Huſband and her 
Lover. Whilſt ſhe mourned the 
Loſs of the former, which her 
Duty and natural Tenderneſs en- 
abled her to do with Sincerity, 
notwithſtanding his late moroſe 
Behaviour had obliterated all her 
Affection, ſhe found her Grief 
augmented when ſhe remembered 
that he fell by the Hand of him 
; who 
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who was molt dear to her. The 
fatal Aſcendency the Earl had ac- 
quired over her Heart, ſometimes 
made her forget for a Moment that 
he had been the Enemy of her Huſ- 
band and her Family; but calling 
her wonted Prudence to her Aid, 
the reſolved to baniſh him for ever 
from her Breatt, and never more 
to behold the Man that had thus, 
by his unwarrantable Paſſion, 
robbed her of her Reputation and 
Tranquility. The better to put 
theſe Reſolutions in Pract ee, and 
to avoid the Earl's Solicitations, ſhe 
retired to a Convent to pals the 
cuſtomary Tune of Mourning. 


Lorp Warwick had no ſooner 
conſented to undertake the Nego- 
| ciation 
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ciation for the King's Marriage, 
than the Dread of a long Scpara- 
tion from his beloved Counteſs 
inſtantly occurred to him. The 
temporary Amuſement he had en- 
tered into, could not drive from 
his Boſom the Image of that 
amiable Lady. His Love, that 
had for a Time been reſtrained, 
but not ſubdued, like the rolling 
Torrent, whoſe Force no Mounds 
can withſtand, returned with Im- 
petuoſity, and overwhelmed eve- 
ry other Idea. The Attempt that 
had lately been made to carry his 
Miſtreſs off, convinced him that 
he had ſome other Rival befides 


the King; and as with Lovers a 


bare Poſſibility is ſometimes a 


ſubſtantial Proof, he endeavoured 
to 
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to perſuade himſelf, that the ſevere 
Anſwer he had received to his 
Letter, was produced by Impo- 
ſitions and falſe Suggeſtions. He 
therefore had no ſooner given 
way to theſe Reflections, than he 
wiſhed to convince the Counteſs 
that he did not deſerve her Seve- 
rity; as he was neither concerned 
in the Scheme to convey her 
away, nor would his Honour permit 
him tooverlook the public Inſult he 
had receivedfrom Lord Devonſhire, 


* 


Hz had made ſeveral Efforts to 
ſee her; but during the firſt Im- 
pulſes of her Anger, ſhe would 
neither ſuffer him to viſit her, or 
receive any of his Letters. How- 
ever, * before he ſet out for 

France, 
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France, he ſent his faithful Be- 


rincour to the Convent to make 
another Trial ; who at laſt, with 
many Intreaties, prevailed on the 
Counteſs to favour his Maſter 
with a few Minutes Converſation 
at the Grate, How frail is the 
Heart that has once permitted the 
diſſolvent Power of Love to ener- 
vate it! How vain are its Intents, 
and how contradictory its Deter- 
minations ! 


Tux Earl flew to the Monaſtry 
on the Wings of Impatience, 
where the Countæſs received him 
at firſt, with an Auſterity that be- 
came the Dowager of the abuſed 
Lo!d Devonſhire, but which little 


correſponded with the Tenderneſs 
that 
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that lurked in her Breaſt, She re- 

| proached him for having robbed 
| her of her good Name, which the 
valued more than Life, and by that 
means deſtroying all her Proſpects 

| of Happineſs ; but ſhe could not 
reſtrain her Reſentment when ſhe 
mentioned his ungenerous Con- 
duct in betraying their literary In- 
tercourſe. The Earl received the 
Accuſation with Horror; and with 

a Warmth that ſpoke his Sin- 

cerity, vindicated himſelf from an 

Action ſo unbecoming his noble» 
Sentiments. In the Explanation 

that conſequently enſued, they 
diſcovered the Labyrinth in which 

they had wandered ; and their 
Miſtakes being thus unfolded, 

Love and Tenderncſs ſupplanted 

that 
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that Diſtruſt and Indifference, 
which had lately poſſeſſed their 
Boſoms. They now no longer 
ſtrove to ſuppreſs their Paſſion, but 
indulged the affectionate Emotions 
of their Hearts. Yet how unavail- 
ing theſe momentary Raptures ? 
Not all the Earl's tender Solicita- 
tion could overcome the Coun- 
teſs's firm Reſolves, or ſatisfy her 
Delicacy ſo far, as to accept his 
offered Hand ; and he was oblig- 
ed to depart, with the unſubſtan- 
*tial Conſolation of knowing he 
was beloved. 


Lord Warwick ſoon after ſet 
out for France, and entered Paris 
with a numerous and brilli- 
ant Retinue, which for Magnifi- 


CENnce 
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cence had never been equalled. 
The Glory of this ſumptuous En- 
try was ſhared by his Siſter, Lady 
Anne, who attended him, and by 
the Elegance of whoſe Appearance 
the Splendor of the Day was con- 
fiderably increaſed. 


TuRE Earl's Negotiation ſuc- 
ceeded to his Wiſhes; and Louis 
conſented to give his Siſter-in-Law 
to King Edward : The Treaty was 
fully concluded, and nothing re- 
mained but the Ratification of the 
Terms agreed on. But whilſt his 
Lordſhip was celebrating his Suc- 
ceſs by a grand Entertainment, at 
which the principal French Nobi- 
lity were preſent, he received an 
Account of the King's being mar- 

ried 
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ried to Lady Gray, The Reſent- 
ment of ſo potent and haughty a 
Peer is better conceived than de- 
ſcribed. He could not brook fo 
public an Affront: To be thus 
employed in a deceitful Negotia- 
tion, and kept a Stranger to the 
King's real Intentions, when, as 
his Friend and Supporter, he was 
intitled to unbounded Confidence, 
at once diffolved every cordial Tie, 
and rooted from his Breaſt every 
Particle of Affection and Eſteem. 
Edward's Rivalſhip in his Paſſion 
for Lady Devonſhire, as it pro- 
ceeded from a natural amorous 
Diſpoſition, he could have guard- 
ed againſt, and forgiven ; but this 
concerted Deception cancelled 
every Obligation, and fixed him 

his 
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his Foe. Liſtening only to the 
Suggeſtions of his Fury, his Lord- 
ſhip determined immediately to 
renounce his Allegiance to this 
ungrateful Monarch ; but in his 
cooler Moments, more attentive 
to the Dictates of Prudence, he 
reſolved to encounter the King 
with his own Weapon Diſſimula- 
tion, and wait for the firſt favour- 
able Opportunity to ſatisfy his 
Vengeance. 


Tux Reception he met with 
from Louis, and the diſappointed 
Princeſs, on breaking off the 
Treaty, leſſened not his Rage. 
The King of France, who was one 
of the greateſt Politicians of the 
Age, failed not to ſtunulate the 

Earl's 
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Earl's Revenge againſt his natural 
Enemy. They had many Con- 
ferences on the Subject, which 
were kept ſo ſecret, that they did 
not then tranſpire ; however it was 
afterwards known, that though he 
did not think it prudent to grant 
Lord Warwick any Aſſiſtance open- 
ly, yet he offered him conſidera- 
ble Sums, and gave him Aſſurances 
of Protection and Support. The 
Princeſs Bona could not ſuffer her 
Diſgrace in Silence: My Lord,” 
faid ſhe to the Earl, when he en- 
deavoured to palliate his Maſter's 
Inconſtancy, “you bear a Share 
* in the Affront as well as myſelf; 
* I knew too well the fickle Diſ- 
«« polition- of your King to place 
„any Dependance on it, had not 

* the 
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« the Propoſal been made me- by 
„Lord Warwick, whoſe Veracity 
« has been hitherto unimpeached, 
« and his Honour unſtained : For- 
get not therefore my Lord our 
© mutual Wrongs.” His Lord- 
ſhip needed not theſe Excite- 
ments, his own Injuries ſufficiently 
urged him on; but he ſmothered 
his Reſentment that it might 
blaze the fiercer when the Times 
ſhould be more favourable to his 
dire Intents. 


ONE would imagine that ſuch 
lively Emotions would have led 
him to an Union with Queen 
Margaret, who was then at the 
ſame Court; but that rooted Inve- 
teracy which ſubſiſted between 

Vor. II. K them, 
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them, prevented any Advances on 
the Earl's Part. That Princeſs, 
who cared not by what Means ſhe 
accompliſhed her grand Deſigns, 
and would have effected her Reſto- 
ration to the Engliſh Throne by 
the Aſſiſtance of her greateſt Ene - 
my, had no other Way been open 
to her, reſolved to tempt his 
haughty Temper with Propoſals 
ſuited to the preſent Conjuncture 
of Affairs. She accordingly ſent 
the Duke of Somerſet, who accom- 
panied her in her Exile, to endea- 
vour to renew her Friendſhip with 
Lady Anne, the Earl's Siſter. 
That Lady, who was Placability 
and Good-natureitſelf, pleaſed with 
the Queen's making the firſt Ad- 
vances, and forgetting every Cauſe 

| | of 
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of Animoſity between them, gave 
the Duke a favourable Opportu- 
tunity of communicating his 
Thoughts: But on receiving his 
Overtures ſhe acknowledged, that 
though her Brother was greatly 
exaſperated with Edward, ſhe 
knew the Situation of his Mind 
with regard to Margaret too well, 
to think they would have any 
Weight with him at preſent. 
However, ſhe was ſo far affected by 
the Earl's Wrongs, and ſo ready 
to embrace any Offer that carried 
with it a Probability of revenging 
them, that ſhe did not entirely re- 
ject the Duke's Propoſals, and on- 
ly defired Time to make her 
Brother reliſh ' them, whilſt 

K 2 they 
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they were on their Journey to 
London. 


In the mean Time the Marriage 
between Edward and Elizabeth 
was celebrated in London with 
great Pomp. To give his Queen 
the greater conſequence, and to 
make her appear in the Eyes of the 
People more worthy of the 
Throne to which he had raiſed her, 
the King wrote to the Duke of 
Burgundy, deſiring he would ſend 
over ſome of her neareſt Relations 
to grace her Nuptials. The 
Duke, who was pleaſed to find 
that Edward's Alliance with his 
Enemy the King of France did 
not take Place, readily accepted 


the Commiſſion, and ſent togÞng- 
| land 
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land the Count de St. Pol, the 
fair Widow's Uncle, attended by 
ſeveral other Lords, who were 
related to her, and a hundred 
Knights moſt magnificently e- 
quipped. The Fame of theſe 
gallant Cavaliers, which was ſoon 
blazoned Abroad, and the Rich- 
neſs of their Equipages in a great 
Meaſure filenced the Clamors of 
thoſe who objected to the Mean- 
neſs of the Queen's Birth, 


Tu Earl of Warwick's Impa- 
tience to return to London was 
too great, and the Part he had 
ated in Paris too diſagreeable, to 
ſtay where his Preſence was be- 
come no longer neceſſary ; he ac- 
cordingly ſet out for England, 

K 3 brooding 
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brooding over his Wrongs, and 
meditating Revenge. Lady Anne, 
during their Voyage, acquainted 
him with the Hints ſhe had re- 
ceived of Margaret's Readineſs to 
aſſiſt him in any Plan of Redreſs; 
but his Mind, in its preſent State 
of Perturbation, was not able to 
reduce his Deſigns to any regular 
Syſtem ; and therefore he declined 
coming to an Explanation on the 
Subject, though he had a high 
Opinion of his Siſter's political 
Abilities. | 


Wurn Friendſhip is reverſed, 
and turned to Enmity, the latter 
1s generally as extreme as the for- 
mer was fervent, A ſtriking 
Confirmation of this Aſſertion lies 

SSIS before 
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before us; for the King, diſguſt- 
ed at finding himſelf ſupplanted 
by Lord Warwick in the Coun- 
teſs of Devonſhire's Favour, diſs 
pleaſed by the Obſtructions he 
met with from him relating to 
his Marriage, and hurt by a Senſe 
of the Injury he had done him in 
the pretended Negociation, liſten- 
ed to the Inſinuations of Lady 
Gray (now his Queen), and be- 
came his deadly Foe. All theſe 
Motives conſpired to break the 
Chains of Friendſhip that had fo 
long bound Edward and Warwick 
together : So firm and durable 
theſe Bonds once appeared, that 
the World pronounced them in- 
diſſoluble, and wondered when 
they ſaw them rent aſunder. But 

K 4 the 
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the Philoſopher, experienced in 
the Viciſſitudes of human Events, 
views ſuch ſudden Diſſolutions of 
the moſt intimate Connections 
without Surprize or Amazement. 
The ſame conſtant Fluctuation 
that attends the Seaſons, and all 
the Appendages of the Globe we 
inhabit, affects the Heart of Man; 
making it a Prey by Turns to 
different Paſſions. The well re- 
gulated Mind alone can boaſt of 
any Degree of Conſiſtency; and 
that (ſad Truth) too often late in 
Life, the Produ of long Expe- 
rience, and unnumbered Cares. 


Wuxx Lord Warwick arrived 
in England, he heard that the 


public Rejoicings on Account of 
the 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 201 


the royal Nuptials ſtill continued ; 
he therefore turned afide, and 
went privately to his Seat at 
Chelſea, to hide his Diſſatisfac- 
tion, There he found his Bro- 
ther, the Marquis of Montague, 
into whoſe friendly Boſom he 
poured his Complaints, 


FinDING, the next Day, that 

a grand Tournament was to be 
held, in which her Majeſty's 
Knights were to maintain the Su- 
periority of her Beauty againſt 
every Oppcſer, inſpired by that 
Hatred which he ſo juſtly bore 
her, he determined to go in Diſ- 
guiſe, and endeavour to prevent 
her Champions from carrying off 
the Prize, However worthy of 
K 5 ' Ridicule 
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Ridicule this now appears, ſince 


Chivalry, and that romantic Love 
we can form no Idea of, its Con- 
comitant, are out of Faſhion, yet 
it then conſtituted the chief A- 
muſement of the Times, and 
was celebrated with the greateſt 
Solemnity. Nor lived there a 
Knight, who would not ſooner 
part with his Liberty or Life, than 
give up the Superiority of his 
Miſtreſs's Beauty. He held it as 
ſacred as the Tenets of his Reli- 
gion; and though ſome more for- 
zunate Cavalier carried off the 
Prize, yet his Devotion to his 
imaginary Goddeſs was not leſ- 
ſened ; he left the Barrier con- 
quered but not convinced. 
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Tur Marquis, who entered in- 
to his Brother's Refentments, and 
had the ſame diſlike to the Queen, 
offered to accompany him. They 
accordingly put on black Armour, 
which at once ſhewed their dif- 
content, and prevented their being 
known ; as it was not yet prudent 
openly to declare their Hatred, and 
ſet their Adverſaries publicly at 
Defiance. The Earl cauſed to be 
painted on his Shield, an Arm 
extended, darting a Thunder- bolt 
at a Crown, with this Inſcription, 
Thus the Gods revenge them 
« ſelves: His Plume, his Scarfe, 
and the Trappings of his Horſe, 
were dark Red, to denote his 
Anger. Wearing the Vizors of 
their Helmets down, and taking 
1 every 
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every Precaution for their Conceal- 
ment, they ſet off attended only 
by their Eſquires. 


JusT as the Queen, ſurrounded 
by a numerous and ſplendid Court, 
was placing herſelf in a Balcony 
covered with rich Tapeſtry, and 
Gold Tiſſue, they entered the 
Liſts. All the Engliſh Nobles had 


taken their Stations along the Bar- 


riers, expecting the Arrival of the 
Baſtard of Burgundy, who had 


come over with the Count de Saint 


Pol, and who, with his young 
Knights, was to ſhare in the Sports 
of the Day. Before the Arrival of 
the Burgundian Noblemen, the 
Earl of Warwick and his Bro- 
ther, ſent a Herald to bid Defi- 

ance 
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ance to the Queen's Knights ; of- 
fering to maintain, that neither her 
Majeſty's Beauty, nor that of any 


of the Ladies that attended her, 
was comparable to that of the 
Lady they ſerved. 88 diſobliging 
a Challenge ſurprized and offend- 
ed the whole Court; however, 
the Freedom of theſe public Feaſts 
being held inviolable, it was not 
thought proper to make Uſe of 
any forcible Methods againſt the 
Strangers, whoſe noble Air procur- 


ed them Reſpect from every Be- 
holder. 


Lox Scales, the Queen's Bro- 
ther, was the firſt that offered him 


ſelf to oppoſe the unknown 
Knights; but the King, young 
and 
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and gallant, though he had in- 
tend-d to be only a Spectator, 
could not reſiſt the Ardour that 
prompted him to anſwer the Defi- 
ance. Therefore waving his 
Royalty, he deſcended to the 
Liſts, determined to eſpouſe the 
Quarrel of that Beauty he had ele- 
vated to the Throne, When he 
entered the Barrier the Trumpets 
founded, and every Knight alight- 
ed from his Horſe, It was then 
proclaimed, that the Conquerors 
ſhould be allowed to carry off the 
the Pictures of the Miſtreſſes be- 
longing to thoſe who were van- 
quiſhed ; which before the Com- 
bat were to be hung on a trium- 
phal Arch erected for that Pur- 
poſe. His Majeſty depoſited the 

| Portrait 
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Portrait of the Queen ; but when 
he ſaw that of the Counteſs of 


Devonſhire in the Hands of his 


Adverſary, he doubted not but it 
was the Earl of Warwick with 
whom he was about to engage. 


The Reſemblance of the lovely 


Counteſs awakened Emotions in 
his Breaſt, that his new Engage- 
ment had not been able to extin- 
guiſh; and at the ſame Time he 
found himfelf animated by Re- 


ſentment /againſt the Diſturber of 
his Happineſs, and the Oppoſer of 


his Love. He therefore immedi- 
ately mounted, and began a rapid 
Career; but in Spite of all his 
Dexterity, he could not withſtand 
the Impetuoſity of his Antagoniſt. 
Three Lances were tryed, but 


with 
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with the ſame Succeſs; and Ed- 
ward retired from the Encloſure 
glowing with Rage and Vexa- 
tion. 


Taz Marquis, who encounter- 
ed Lord Scales, came off victori- 
ous; and ſeveral other Knights 
who exerciſed their Skill againſt 
them, met with no better Fortune. 
Of all the Feats of Arms perform- 
ed that Day, none could be ſet in 


Competition with the Atchieve- 


ments of the unknown Cavaliers; 
the univerſal Acclamations of the 


People teſtifying their Superiority. 


They received from all the van- 
quiſhed Knights their Pictures, 
except that cf the King's ; which, 
to ſhew their Diſlike of the Per- 

ſon 
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ſon it repreſented, they left 
hanging on the Arch. This was 
ſuppoſed to be done out of Re- 
ſpect; but the Queen ſoon diſco- 
vered that it proceeded from a dif- 
ferent Motive ; ſhe beheld in one 
of the Knights with the black 
Armour, the Nobleman ſhe had 
made her Enemy; and found in 
the Device on his Shield an Ex- 
planation of his Actions. She 
was convinced that the Con- 
queror of her Edward could be no 
other than the Earl of Warwick; 
but as ſhe imagined herſelf now 
clevated above his Revenge, ſhe 
took no Pains to diſguiſe the 
Emotions of her Rage. 


WHILST 
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WuiLsT the Baſtard of Bur- 


gundy and his Companions were 
engaged with the Engliſh Lords, 
and every Eye was fixed on the 
Sports, the Earl and Marquis 
found Means to retire unoblerved 
to Chelſea. During their Return, 
they held a Conſultation on the 
proper Methods to be purſued in 
the preſent Situation of their Af- 
fairs. The Marquis adviſed the 
Earl to make his Appearance at 
Court, in order to remove all Suſ- 
picion of his intended Revenge, 
which would enable him to exe- 
cute his Deſigns with more Cer- 
tainty. To this he conſented, 
tho' with great Reluctance, as 
Diſſimulation was irkſome to him; 
the Earl of Warwick was not ac- 

cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to carry Smiles and 
Sunſhine in his Face, when Diſ- 
content ſat heavy at his Heart.” 


Ox his Arrival in England, he 
had diſpatched a Meſſenger to the 
Counteſs of Devonſhire, who ſtill 
reſided at the Convent, deſiring 
Petmiſſion to throw himfelf at her 
Feet ; all the Conſolation he re- 
ceived was a Letter written in the 
moſt affectionate Stile, but which 
contained a Repetition of her for- 
mer unkind Reſolutions. As ſoon 
as the Fatt found that his Hopes 
of obtaining the Counteſs were at 
an End, he ſet out for London, 
where, with Difficulty, he con- 
cealed his Reſentment ; but, un- 

der 
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der Pretence of Illneſs, he ſeldom 
attended at Court. 


Every Incident now tended to 


widen the Breach between the 


King and this powerful Subject. 
The Queen loſt not any of her 
Influence by Marriage ; ſhe was 
equally ſolicitous to draw every 
Grace and Favour to her , own 
Friends and Family, and to ex- 
clude thoſe of the Earl, whom, 
fince the late Tournament, ſhe re- 
garded as her profeſſed Enemy. 
Edward, alſo jealous of that Power 
which had ſupported him, by. his 
Partiality to the Queen's Kindred, 
endeayoured to raiſe up Rivals to 
him. 
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Loxp Warwick till pretending 
to be indiſpoſed, retired to his 
Caſtle at Middleham, which was 
every Night filled with his Friends 
and Adherents, who repaired thi- 
ther with the utmoſt Secreſy . But 
the moſt confiderable Aſſociate 
that his Lordſhip acquired to his 
Party, was George Duke of 
Clarence, the King's Brother. 
This Prince deemed himſelf no 
leſs injured than the other Gran- 
dees, by the uncontrouled Influ- 
ence of the Queen and her Rela- 
tions; and being naturally of a 
reſtleſs and unquiet Spirit, he was 
ready to unite in any Oppoſition to 
the King and his new Miniſters. 
The Earl miſſed not this favoura- 
ble Opportunity of gaining ſo 

| Power- 


ſupport them. Lord Warwick 
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powerful an Aſſiſtant; he offered 
him his eldeſt Daughter, the Co- 
heircſs of his immenſe Fortunes, in 
Marriage: A Settlement, which, as 
it was ſuperior to any that the King 
himſelf could confer upon him, 
immediately attached the Duke to 
his Intereſt. The Nuptials were 


accordingly ſoon after celebrated 


at Calais, of which Place Lord 
Warwick ſtill continued Gover- 
nor. 


Wulst they reſided there, 
ſome Diſturbances happened in the 
North, which were ſuppoſed to 
have been fomented by the Earl's 
Partizans; but neither himſelf or 
his Brather appeared publicly to 


and 
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2nd the Duke of Clarence being 


returned from Calais, they retired 
again to Middlcham, where the 


Earl employed his melancholy 


Hours in Jamenting his hopeleſs 
Love, and in making Preparations 
for putting his Revenge againſt 
Edward in Execution. 


He had intruſted Sir Robert 
Wells, Son of Lord Wells, to levy 
Forces in Lincolnſhire, through- 
out which County that Lord had 
great Credit. This young Knight's 
Zeal made him execute his Com- 
miſſion ſo happily, that in a few 
Days he was at the Head of a 
conſiderable Army. Lord War- 
wick, on his Part, took the ne- 
ceſſary Steps to ſupport him; but 
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whilſt he was on his March for 
that Purpoſe, his well- formed Plans 
were fruſtrated by Sir Robert's 
Imprudence. Lord Wells himſelf, 
far from giving Countenance to 
his Son, had fled into a Sanctuaty, 
in order to ſecure his Perſon againſt 
the King's Anger or Suſpicions. 
But vain were the Precautions he 
took; for Edward, having as yet 
but very few Forces, was induced 
by Rage at ſeeing his Enemies bent 
on his Ruin, to commit an Action 
as cruel as it was unjuſt: He re- 
venged himſelf on young Wells 
by beheading his Father, a vene- 
rable old Noblemen, who was 
drawn from his Retreat by a Pro- 
miſe of Safety, and came to Court, 


relying on the King's Aſſurances. 
This 
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This Inſtance of Barbarity, never- 
theleſs, turned to Edward's pre- 
{ent Advantage, by the imprudent 
Rage into which it threw the Son, 
who kept no Meaſures in ſeeking 
to revenge his Father. Inſtead of 
waiting for the Earl of Warwick, 
or endeavouring to join him, he 
raſhly advanced towards the King's 
Army, which had been the Day 
before augmented by ſome Forces 
that Lord Haſtings had raiſed. 
Edward, who ſought for his Ene- 
my in order to prevent his join- 
ing the Earl, which he naturally 
ſuppoſed Sir Robert would do, 
met him near Stamford. The 
Engagement was long and bloody ; 
but though Sir Robert performed 
Prodigies of Valour, he was not 

Vor. II. L ſo 
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ſo happy as to find the Death hc 
fought for with his Sword in his 
Hand ; for after having ſeen Ten 
Thouſand of his Men fall around 
him, he was taken Priſoner and 


beheaded. 


Tx1s unexpected Defeat of 
his Aſſociate, diſconcerted all Lord 
Warwick's Meaſures ; and he re- 
tired into Lancaſhire, where he 
hoped to be joined by Lord Stan- 
ley, who had married one of his 
Siſters : But that Nobleman de- 
clining all Concurrence with him, 
he was obliged to diſſolve his Ar- 
my, and fly with Precipitation 
into Devonſhire, in his Way to 
Calais, as the King offered, by 
Proclamation, a Reward of One 

Thouſand 
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Thouſand Pounds, or One Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year in Land, to 
any that would ſeize him. 


He could not, however, leave 
England without endeavouring to 
perſuade his lovely Counteſs to 
accompany him, and ſhare his 
Fortunes. Innumerable Appre- 
henſions for her Safety, when ſhe 
ſhould be left unprotected, filled 
his Mind. He knew that he had 
every Thing to fear from Edward, 
who now found in his Revenge 
another Inducement to renew his 
Solicitations, and diſturb her Re- 
pole. The King's Paſſion for the 
Queen being in ſome Degree di- 
miniſhed, for his inconſtant Heart 
could not long remain fixed on 

L 2 one 
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one Object, he found his Re- 
gard for the Counteſs return with 
redoubled Violence; and as at 
the fame Time he was convinced 
that he ſhould wound the Earl of 
Warwick in the tendereſt Part, 
by renewing his Addreſſes to her, 
he reſolved to find her out, and 
leave no Method to ſucceed un- 
attempted. 


Tre Diſturbances that had 
lately happened, had obliged the 
Counteſs to change the Place of 
her Retirement; but Berincour, 
through the Information of Albi- 
na, gained Acceſs to her. He 
acquainted her of his Maſter's ill 
. Succeſs, which obliged him to 
fly to Calais, with the Duke and 

Ducheſs 
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Ducheſs of Clarence, and the 
reſt of his Family. He conjured 
her in the Earl's Name to permit 
him to conduct her thither, where 
only ſhe could be ſafe from the 
Arts and Attempts of the King ; 
and which Step alone would en- 
able his Lordſhip to enjoy the 
leaſt Tranquility. Lady Devon- 
ſhire ſeverely felt the Misfortunes 
of her Lover, and declared her 
Affection for him in the moſt ex- 
preſſive Terms, but Delicacy for- 
bid her to follow him. Tell 
« him, however,” ſaid ſhe to 
Berincour, “ that I will endea- 
% your to ſecure myſelf from the 
% Machinations of Edward, and 
e preſerve my Heart pure and 

« untainted for my Warwick— 
L 3 6." 
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* tis all I can give him ; for our 
* cruel Stars oppoſe our Union.“ 


Tris Anſwer, which Berin- 
cour delivered to his Maſter, 
whilſt he waited at Exmouth 
ready to embark, drove him al- 
molt to Diſtraction ; and he would 
have returned to reſcue her by 
Force from the Power of his 
Rival, had he not been with-held 
by the Conſideration that the 
Safety of his whole Family de- 
pended on his Expedition. He 
therefore went on board, and ſet 
tail for Calais : But what was his 
Surprize, when he arrived off the 
Harbour, to find the Guns on the 
Ramparts fired at him? The 
Deputy - Governor, whom Lord 

Warwick 
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Warwick had left in the Place, 


was one Vauclere, a Gaſcon, who 
ſeeing the Earl return in this un- 
fortunate Condition, refuſed him 
Admittance. Tis eaſy to gueſs 
the Inquietude and Indignation 
this Action raiſed in the Breaſt of 
the noble Warwick, who could 


not expect ſuch Treatment from 


a Man that lay under the greateſt 
Obligations to him. To encreaſe 
his Misfortunes, the Ducheſs of 
Clarence, frightened at the Dan- 
ger ſhe ſaw herſelf expoſed to, 
was delivered on Shipboard of a 
don “, at a Time when they 

L 4 wanted 


* This Prince, Edward Plantagenet, at- 
terwards created Earl of Warwick, was as un- 
fortunate in his Life, as he was diſtreſt at 
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wanted even Neceſſaries for his 
Subſiſtence. 


THz Rage the Earl felt at be- 
ing treated ſo unworthily, would 
have made him engage in ſome 
extravagant Enterprize, had it not 
been for the Situation of his 
Daughter ; but her Condition ren- 
dering it abſolutely neceſſary for 

him 


his Birth: For being, after the Death of 
F dward and his Sons, the true Heir to the 
Houſe of York, his Uncle Richard kept 
him in a Kind of Confinement, at Hutton 
in Yorkſhire, On the Acceſſion of Henry 
the Seventh, he was removed to the Tower 
where he underwent a long Impriſonment, 
through the Jealouſy of that King, who 
was always apprehenſive of having his Title 
to the Throne diſputed. At laſt this unhappy 
Prince, the only remaining Male of the Line of 
Plantagenet, was behcaded by Henry's Order. 
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him to moderate his Reſent- 
ment, he was forced to ſtifle his 
Complaints, and to make Uſe 
of Submiſſions and Entreaties 
to prevail on Vauclere to ſend 
him ſuch Supplies as were neceſ- 
fary for the Ducheſs. 


ALL the Aſſiſtance he could 
obtain, confiſted only of Two 
Flaggons of Wine. However, 
the Governor employed a Perſon 
in whom he could confide, to 
carry his trivial Preſent; who apo- 
logized to the Earl for this Ap- 
pearance of Infidelity, and repre- 
ſented itas proceeding entirely from 
a Zeal for his Service, He in- 
formed him, that the Place was 
ill ſupplied with Proviſions—that 


L 5 he 
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he could not depend on the At- 
tachment of the Garriſon— that 
the Inhabitants, who lived by 
their Commerce with England, 
would certainly declare for the 
eſtabliſhed Government— that the 
Town was at preſent unable to 
reſiſt the joint Power of Edward, 
and the Duke of Burgundy, who 
were now in Alliance —and that 
by ſeeming to declare for the 
King, he ſhould acquire his Con- 
fidence, and have it in his Power 
to reſtore the Fortreſs to its an- 
cient Maſter, when it ſhould be- 
come ſafe and prudent. Theſe 
Reaſons Lord Warwick was o- 
bliged to appear ſatisfied with, 
though the Deceit of Vauclere 


could not eſcape his Penetration. 
He 
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He plainly ſaw that his Deputy, 
being a Man of Sagacity, and 
well acquainted with the Revolu- 
tions to which England was ſub- 
ject, only withed to temporize, 
and carry it fair to hoth Parties. 
In this he ſucceeded ; for Edward 
was ſo charmed with theſe Ap- 
pearances of Attachment, that he 
immediately beſtowed on him the 
Government of the Place he had 
thus preſerved for him; and the 
Duke of Burgundy, not leſs ſen- 
{ible of his Zeal, ſettled on him 
an annual Penſion of a Thouſand 


Crowns. 


Tux Earl of Warwick finding 
further Attempts to land would be 
fruitleſs, determined to ſeek for 

EO Shelter 
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Shelter in France. The Aſſurances 
he had received from Louis, when 
the mutual Affront given by Ed- 
ward's Marriage had united them 
to revenge the Inſult, made him 
not doubt of a favourable Recep- 
tion at the French Court. He ac- 
cordingly failed away for that 
Coaſt ; but his Veſſel being ſmall, 
he had no fooner put again to Sea, 
than a Gale of Wind brought it 
in Danger of finking. The Fears 
of the Ducheſs would have obliged 
him to gain, without further Con- 
ſideration, the neareſt Shore, had 
he not perceived a French Veſſel, 
whoſe Bulk rendered it more ca- 
pable of reſiſting the Storm, and 
which appeared to fail, as well as 
himſelf, towards the Coaſt of 

France. 
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France. He was forced by the 
Cries of his Daughters, which 
the Intrepidity and Compoſure of 


Lady Anne (who having often 


gone through Dangers was inured 
to them) could not pacify, to uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavours to come up 
with her. Being informed that 
ſhe was bound to Dieppe, he de- 
fired the Captain to receive three 
Ladies, who were his two Daugh- 
ters and his Siſter. Fearing as 
much to ſully his Glory by appear- 
ing terrified at a Danger that had 
frightened the Women, as to run 
any Hazard by raſhly confiding in 
a Stranger, he reſolved, in Con- 
junction with the Duke of Cla- 
rence, to finiſh his Voyage in 
the ſame Veſſel. 


IN 
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Is this Ship, by one of thoſe 
ſtrange Caprices of Fortune, which 
imperceptibly bring about un- 
thought of Events, was Queen 
Margaret, who having been in 
Diſguiſe to England, purſuing the 
Plan that employed all her At- 
tention, was now on her Return 
to France, attended by the Duke 
of Exeter, and ſome other Lords, 
who {till adhered to that unfor- 
tunate Princeſs. Their Hatred to 
the Earl of Warwick made them 
avoid being ſeen, when they per- 
ceived him talking to the Cap- 
tain about taking the Ladies into 
his Ship; but a Senſation of na- 
tural Compaſſion not permitting 
the Qucen to refuſe the Ducheſs 
of Clarence in her preſent Situa- 

X tion, 
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tion, ſhe conſented to the Cap- 
tain's receiving her and her Com- 
panions. 


LADY Anne no ſooner heard 
that Margaret was near her, than, 
forgetting her Animoſity, and re- 
collecting only the Advances that 
had formerly been made by the 
Queen through the Duke of So- 
merſet, towards a Reconciliation, 
ſhe deſired Leave to pay her Re- 
ſpects to her. Margaret, with a 
Diſſimulation natural to her, re- 
ccived Lady Anne graciouſly, and 
during the Voyage, behaved with 
great Condeſcenfion and Civility 
to the whole Party. 
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IT was, doubtleſs, in ſome of 
the Converſations that paſſed be- 
tween theſe Ladies, that a Plan 
of the ſtrangeſt kind was formed ; 
that of bringing about an Union 
between T'wo of the moſt irrecon- 
cileable Enemies. No Animoſity 
was ever greater than that which 
had long prevailed between Mar- 
garet and the Earl of Warwick; 
his Father had been executed by 
her Orders—he himſelf had twice 
reduced her Huſband King Henry 
—had baniſhed her—had put to 
Death all the moſt zealous Parti- 
zans of the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
either in the Field, or on the Scaf- 
fold—and had occaſioned innu- 
merable Ills to that unhappy Fa- 
mily ; yet, notwithſtanding theſe 

Obſtruct- 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 233 


Obſtructions, which muſt for- 
ever baniſh Cordiality from their 
Breaſts, the Exigency of their Af- 
fairs made a Reconciliation ne- 


ceſſary. 


Tur Queen and her Compa- 
nions happily arrived at Dieppe ; 
and the Two Lords, who from the 
Lightneſs of their Veſſel had 
landed ſome Hours before them, 
waited for the Ladies at the Port. 
But what was their Aſtoniſhment 
at ſeeing Margaret ſtep out of 
the Veſſel, accompanied by Lady 
Anne and her Niece, who appear- 
ed to preſs about her with great 
Affection and Reſpect, and who 
had even all that Air of Freedom 


which Joy gives to the Behaviour ! 
Though 


234 The HISTORY of 


Though Lord Wa wick could 
ſcarcely forbear treating his avow- 
ed Enemy with Incivility, yet this 
was not a Time to liſten to his 
Hatred. The Duke and Eal 
both offered their Hands to her, 
which ſhe accepted, ſmiling. in 
ſpite of herſelf at ſo ſtrange a 
Meeting. 


Ir was neceſſary for them to 
reſt a few Days after the Fatigues 
of the Sea; in which Time the 
Converſation took ſuch a happy 
Turn, that the Queen and the 
Earl of Warwick not only forgot 
their Reſentment, ſo far as to unite 
themſelves by the reciprocal Ties 
of Intereſt and Friendſhip, but 
my cemented this Union by a 

Marriage 
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Marriage between the Prince of 
Wales and Lady Anne, his Lord- 
ſhip's youngeſt Daughter. By this 
treaty the Duke of Clarence be- 
came Brother-in-law to the Prince 
of Wales ; and ſurely, there could 
not be a ſtranger Knot, than that 
which bound the preſumptive Heir 
of the Crown, to the mortal Ene- 
my of his own Family, and of his 
peculiar Claims. Never was a 
Confederacy on all Sides leſs natu- 
ral, or more evidently the Work of 
Neceſſity; but the Hearts of the 
Ambitious feel only the Influence 
of one Paſhon, to which all the 
others are ſvbſervient, and for the 
Sake of which they are commonly 
ſacrificed. The preſent Intereſt, 


whatever it be, engages their 
whole 
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whole Attention, and rules with 
uncontroulable Power. That of 
the Queen as well as the Earl's, at 
that Time, equally conſiſting in the 
Ruin of Edward, it made them 
forget whatever appeared to be 
foreign to it, and rendered them 
inſenſible to the Dictates of their 
Inveteracy to each other. 


KING Edward reaſonably fore- 
ſaw it would be eaſy to diſſolve an 
Alliance compoſed of ſuch diſcor- 
dant Parts. For this Purpoſe he 
ſent over to France, a Lady of 
great Sagacity and Addreſs, who 
belonged to the Train of the 
Ducheſs of Clarence; and who, 
under colour of attending her Miſ- 
treſs, was impowered to negotiate 


with 
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with the Duke, and renew the 
Connections of that Prince with 
his own Family. She repreſented 
to him that he had unwarily to 
his own Ruin, become the Inſtru- 
ment of Lord Warwick's Ven- 
geance, and had thrown himſelf 
entirely into the Hands of his 
moſt inveterate Enemies: That 
the mortal Injuries One Royal Fa- 


mily had ſuffered from the other, 


were now paſt all Forgiveneſs, and 


would admit of no imaginary 
Union; and that a Prince, who 
deſerted his own Kindred, and 
joined the Murderers of his Fa- 
ther, left himſelf unprotected ; not 
being intitled to any Pity or Re- 


gard from the Reſt of Mankind, 


if Misfortunes inevitably fell upon 
him. 


| 
| 
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him. Theſe Arguments had a 
proper Effect upon the Duke, 
who was only One and Twenty 
Years of Age, and eafily biaſſed. 
He ſccretly engaged, on receiving 
a Promiſe of Forgiveneſs from his 
Brother, to deſert the Earl of 
Warwick, and abandon the Fa- 
mily of Lancaſter, when a favour- 


able Opportunity ſhould offer. 


Du&inG this Negotiation, Lord 
Warwick was ſecretly carrying on 
a Correſpondence of the ſame 
Nature with his Brothers, the 
Marquis of Montague, and the 
Archbiſhop of York, both of 
whom enjoyed the Confidence of 
Edward. The ſame Motives had 
the ſame Weight with thele 
Noblemen, 


jad 
eſe 


ch, 
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Noblemen, and they waited but 
for the projected Enterprize, to 
commit a ſimilar Perfidy, 


MARGARET being ſet out for 
Angiers on a Viſit to her Father, 
the Earl of Warwick, who was 


obliged to give the Ducheſs of 


Clarence Time to recover her 
Strength, reſolved not to remain 
idle at Dieppe, whilſt his Family 
made their Abode there. The 
new Duke of Burgundy, who had 
married Edward's Siſter, being at 
War with France, did not confine 
himſelf to the Embarraſſment he 
gave his Enemies by Land, but 
ſent a Number of Privateers into 
the Channel, who ſpread Terror 
all over the Coaſt. The Earl, as 

the 
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the Friends of Edward were now 
become his Foes, and alſo to 
make a Merit with Lovis, ſpcedi- 
ly equipped T'wo Veſſels which 
he found in the Port ; and chufing 
out of the Garriſon Two Hun- 
dred of the moſt reſolute Fellows, 
determined to give Chace to the 
Flemiſh Squadron. In this Ex- 
pedition he proved, that neither 
his Experience or Valour was 
leſſened ; for by his own Bravery, 
he ſet ſuch an Example to the 
Frenchmen, that he taught them 
to conquer. Having ſunk Part 
of the Fleet, and diſperſed the 
reſt, he ſailed back to Dieppe, 
carrying with him a Merchant- 
man which he had ſeized, laden 


with 
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with immenſe Wealth, returning 
from Italy to Flanders. 


Tux Earl's Family now being 
able to travel, he ſet out for Am- 
boiſe, where the King of France 
held his Court. He had acquitted 
himſelf of the Obligation he was 
going to receive from the Nation, 
before he obtained the Favour 
which would have demanded his 
Gratitude. He could not help be- 
ing pleaſed with the Acclamations 
he received from the People on 
his Way, for the important Ser- 
vice he had done the State. They 
had formerly, to their Coſt, been 
Witneſſes to the Effects of Eng- 
liſh Valour, but had never before 
ſeen it exerted in their Favour, 


Vor, II. M Louis 
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Louis was too mueh irritated by 
the Succours Edward had ſent 
againſt him to the Duke of Brit- 
tany, not to ſeize ſo favourable 
an Opportunity of retaliating the 
Offence; he therefore received 
Lord Warwick and his Friends 
with peculiar Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion, and aſſured him of every 
Aſhſtance in his Power. The 
Flemiſh Veſſel, whoſe Cargo a- 
mounted to Sixty Thouſand Li- 
vres, a Sum at that Time very 
conſiderable, was given to his 
Lordſhip as a Reward for his 
Services; and in the preſent low 
State of his Fortune was a great 
Acquiſition. Queen Margaret, 
and her Adherents, now joined 
the Earl, when the Plan of their 

Pro- 
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Proceedings was regulated, and 
the neceſſary Supplies promiſed 
them by the King of France. 


DuRixG their Stay at Amboiſe, 
the Marriage of the Prince of 
Wales with Lady Anne, the Earl's 
Daughter, was celebrated with 
great Magnificence; and what is 
rather uncommon in Treaties of 
this Kind, where the chief Mo- 
tive ariſes from political Views, 
there was a fincere Affection be- 
tween them. This had taken its 
Riſe at an accidental Meeting, 
when Lord Warwick was laſt in 
France, though there appeared at 
that Time irremovable Bars to 
their Union, 


M 2 THz 


* ». 
_— 


* —— — on a nc... wh * 5 1 9 | 
— 2 * l ' . 
> 


244 The HISTORY of 


Tur Duke of Clarence could 
not behold this Engagement that 
his Father-in-law had entered in- 
to contrary to the Duke's Intereſt, 
and ſo oppoſite to the Motives 
that had engaged him in the 
Quarrel, without repining ; how- 
ever, he aſſumed a chearful Coun- 
tenance, and joined in the Enter- 
tainments given on account of the 


Nuptials. 


TrHoucn Edward was always 
brave, and ſometimes active, he had 
very little Foreſight or Penetration: 
He was not ſenſible of the Dan- 
ger that awaited him. The Duke 
of Burgundy often informed himof 
the Storm that was gathering; yet 
he made no ſuitable Preparations 


againſt 
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againſt it. His whole Time was 
employed in Hunting, Feaſting 
and Gallantry; and ſo ſecure was 
he become, that when he receiv- 
ed Intelligence of Lord Warwick's 
mtended Invaſion, he ſaid, he 
wiſhed for nothing more than to 
ſee him ſet Foot on Engliſh 
Ground. But this vain Confi- 
dence in his own Proweſs ſoon 


met with the Repulſe it deſerved. 


Tux Earl of Warwick, urged 
both by his Defire of Revenge, 
and his Impatience to ſee once 
more the Object of his Wiſhes, 
thought the Supplies promiſed 
him by Louis would never be 
compleated ; however, at laſt he 

M 3 was, 


; 
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was furniſhed with Men, Ships, 
Arms, Ammunition, and Money, 
neceſlary for the Expedition. 
When he came down to Hon- 
fleur, he found a ſtrong Fleet of 
the Duke of Burgundy's lying at 
the Mouth of the River, ready to 
intercept his Paſſage. He called 
a Council of War to conſider of 
attacking them, and with his uſual 
Intrepidity urged the Neceſlity of 
it, though the Enemy were ſu- 
perior to him; but during the 
Conſultation there aroſe a furious 
Storm which diſperſed the Duke's 
Fleet, and left the Seas open to 
him. He then immediately ſet 
Sail, accompanied by the Duke of 
Clarence, with the Earls of Ox- 
ford 
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ford and Pembroke *, and ſoon 
landed at Dartmouth. 


On his Arrival, he ordered Pro- 
clamation to be made, wherever he 
marched, commanding in King 
Henry's Name all his Subjects that 
bore Arms to repair to his Stan- 
dard, and aſſiſt him againſt Edward 
Dukeof York,who like an Uſurper 
with-held from him his Crown and 
M4 Patri- 


* This Earl of Pembroke was Jaſper Tu- 
dor, Son of Catharine Queen Dowager of 
Henry the Fifth, who had married Owen 
Tudor, a private Welch Gentleman. On 
the Acceſſion of Edward, having always 
fought on the Side of the Houſe of Lan- 
caſter, he was attainted, and his Title con- 
terrcd on Lord Herbert, the Perſou men- 
tioned before as a Lover of the Counteſs of 
Devonſhire, 
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Patrimony. His Friends accord- 
ingly took Arms, and joined him 
from all Quarters, ſo that in very 
few Days his Army amounted to 
Sixty Thouſand Men. The general 
Inſtability of the Engliſh Nation, 
occaſioned by the late frequent 
Revolutions, the Popularity of 
Lord Warwick, and the Remains 
of the Lancaſtrian Party which 
was not yet extinguiſhed, enabled 
that Nobleman to raiſe this con- 
ſiderable Force ſo ſuddenly. The 
Earl was too wile a General to 
loſe Time when at the Head of an 
Army ſuperior to his Enemy ; 
he therefore advanced by long 
Marches, and encamped within 
three Leagues of Edward, who 
having been in the North to quell 


an 
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an Inſurrection, was on his Return, 
and lay with his Forces near 
Nottingham. 


Tuk Rapidity of Lord War- 
wick's Progreſs had prevented 
the Duke of Clarence from exe- 
cuting his Plan of Treachery ; 
and the Marquis of Montague 
now joined the Earl with a Rein- 
forcement that was intended. for 
Edward, This news, with the 
general Acclamations of © King 
Henry and a Warwick,” that ran 
through all Parts, and reached 
Edward's Camp, madehim diſtruſt 
his own Soldiers, and call a Coun- 
cil of his Friends to conſider 
what was to be done on this 
Emergency. The chief of theſe, 

M 5 and. 
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and the Perſon that enjoyed moſt 
of his Confidence, was Lord 
Haſtings; who though he had 
married one of the Earl of War- 
wick's Siſters, was yet incorrup- 
tible in his Fidelity to Edward, 
This Lord, and the reſt of his Ad- 
viſers were unanimous in their 
Opinion, that as the King had 
probably many concealed Enemies 
in his Camp, and his avowed Ones 
were fo near with a ſupertor and 
irreſiſtible Force, he ought to take 
the only Remedy left, which was 
that of getting to the Sea- ſide, and 
making his Eſcape to Holland. 
Purfuant to this Reſolution, Ed- 
ward left his Camp in the dead 
of the Night, and fled with a ſmall 
Party of Horſe whoſe Affection 

he 
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he was aſſured of, into Lincoln- 
ſhire, Lord Warwick having 
Advice of his Retreat, ſent a 
Body of Light-Horſe to overtake 
him, and followed with the Re- 
mainder of his Army. The King 
however got ſafe to Lynn, having 
loft all his Baggage in paſſing the 
Waſhes, and immediately embark- 
ed, with his Brother the Duke of 
Glouceſter, and ſome other Lords, 
on board a Velſtl that lay in the 
Harbour. 


AFTZzR the many Revolutions 
already mentioned, this ſudden and 
almoſt unaccountable One will 
not appear ſurprizing. We have 
lately ſeen the Earl of Warwick 
leaving the Kingdom in the ſame 

M6 precipitate 
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precipitate Manner, though but a 
few Days before, borne high on 
the Pinionsof Hope, he enjoyed a 
pleaſing Proſpect of Succeſs, Ed- 
ward alſo, who thought himſelf fo 
firmly eſtabliſhed on the Throne, 
as to ſet his Enemies at Defiance, 
and even to wiſh for their Arrival, 
without waiting the Event of a 
Battle, haſtily leaves his Friends 
and Dependants to the Mercy of 
the Conqueror, and with a few 
Favourites takes his Flight to a 
foreign Country in Search of a 
ſecure Retreat. So uncertain is 
Succeſs; to endeavour to deſerve 
it is the utmoſt Power of Man. 
So unſteady alſo is that Crown 
which has been obtained by Force; 
and is not fixed firmly on the 

| Head 
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Head by Moderation, Equity, and 
the Subjects Love; this alone can 
render it immoveable, and is the 
only ſure Entail. g 


1 
1 
* 
: 


Bur Edward's Danger did not : 
end with his Embarkation; he | 
was but a few Leagues from the 
Shore, when ſome Eaſterlings, as 
they were then termed, or Ships 
belonging to the Hanſe Towns 
which lie to the Eaſt of England, 
who were at War both with 
France and this Kingdom, gave 
Chace to him. They purſued him 
ſo cloſe that he durſt not offer to 
land but under the Cover of ſome 
Fort or Town : 'This obliged him 
to ſteer away for Alcmaer, a Port : 
in North Holland, the neareſt | 

Shelter. ' 
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Shelter, Here, with Difficulty, 
and after a very narrow Eſcape 
from his Purſuers, he got on Shore; 
but in ſuch Diſtreſs for want of 
Money, that the only Preſent he 
could make the Maſter of the 
Veſſel which carried him, was a 
Robe lined with Sables ; promif- 
ing. him a better Reward if For- 
tune ſhould ever become more 
propitious to him. Philip de 
Groothuyſe, then Governor of Hol- 
land, under the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, was happily at Alcmaer, and 


haſtened to wait on a Prince who 
was his Maſter's Brother-in-law. 
He ſaw the Reward Edward had 
been obliged to give the Captain, 
and needed no further Explana- 


tion to render him ſenfible of his 
5 Wants; 
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Wants; he therefore furniſhed 
him with all Kind of Accommo- 
dations, which enabled him to 
reach the Court of Charles. 


In this Manner did Edward loſe 
his Crown, and quit his Kingdom 
without ftriking a Stroke, in 
cleven Days after the Earl of 
Warwick's landing ; faving him- 
ſelf. amongſt Strangers without 
any Train or Equipage, deſtitute 
of Money, and every Kind of Ap- 
parel, except his military Habit. 


Wurxx the Marquis of Monta- 
gue, joined his Brother, they re- 
tired to his Tent, and entered into 
2 Conſultation on the Meaſures 
neceſſary to be purſued. But the 

Earl's 
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Earl's firſt Enquiries were after 
his beloved Countels, whoſe dear 
Idea had never forſaken him du- 
ring his long Abſence. The 
Marquis informed him, that ſoon 
after his Departure, Edward not 
being able to conquer his Paſſion 
for that Lady, had diſcovered her 
Retirement, and had paid her a 
Viſit, but without being able to gain 
any Advantage over her Virtue, 
To avoid his future Solicitations, 
for the King, enraged at his con- 
tinual Repulſes, had threatened 
her with a Repetition of them, 
the Counteſs had removed with 
Lord Stanley her Brother, and 
his Lady to their Seat near Not- 
tingham ; under whoſe Protecti- 


on 
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mained, 


Loxp Warwick enraptured to 
find the Poſſeſſor of his Heart fo 
near him, immediately diſpatched 
Berincour to pay his Reſpects to 
ner; but he was greatly diſap- 
pointed, when he found on his 
Attendant's Return, that Lord 
Stanley's Family, intimidated by 
the Approach of the Armies, had 
gone a few Days before for Lon- 
don. Liſtening only to the Dic- 
tates of his Paſſion, he was on the 
Point of ſetting out in Purſuit of 
them; but the Conſideration, 
that he might fall in with ſome 
ſtraggling Parties of Edward's 
Troops, who, were not yet en- 

tirely 
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tirely diſperſed, and thereby en- 
danger his Liberty, induced him 
to lay aſide this Reſolution, 
However he inſtantly ſent away 
his truſty Eſquire. after Lady 
Devonſhire, with a Letter, where- 
in he acquainted her, that having 
driven Edward from the Throne, 
his Determination, whether to 
mount it himſelf, or reſtore it to 


Henry, depended entirely on her 


Conkent to ſhare it with him. 


Ir we conſider the great Power, 
and exceſſive Popularity of the 
Earl of Warwick, we ſhall not 
eſteem his Offer of the Crown a 
Bravado, Edward was fled from 
the Kingdom, and his Adherents 
diſperſed ; the Houſe of Lancaſter 

with 
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with whom he had fo lately 
entered into Engagements, were 
unable, without his Aſſiſtance, to 
aſſert their Pretenſions; ſo that 
he had no Opponent who could 
diſpute his Title to it, provided 
it was given him by the free Con- 
ſent of the People, which there 
was the greateſt Probability of 
procuring. 'Tis true, he muſt by 
aſſuming it, break the Covenant 
he had juſt ſigned with Margaret: 
But are Treaties, though ratified in 
the molt ſolemn Manner, ever held 
facred any longer than they prove 
convenient? At Lovers Per- 
« jurics, they ſay, Jove laughs :” 
With much more Truth might 
Shakeſpear have ſaid the ſame of 
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the Perfidy of Princes, when in- 
dulging his pointed Irony. 


BERINCO UR overtook the 
Counteſs of Devonſhire before ſhe 
reached London : The Trepida- 
tion ſhe appeared in, at the Sight 
of the well-known Meſſenger, 
ſpoke plainly, that the Perſon to 
whom he belonged vras not indif- 
ferent to her. After reading the 
Letter ſhe turned to Berincour, 
and with a fine Bluſh, that ſpread 
itſelf over her lovely Face, thus 
addreſſed him. Tell your Lord, 
e that I have much more Ten- 
« derneſs than Ambition; I am 
« ſenſible of his great Deſerts, 
and I have Reaſon to believe he 
* loves me; I, on my Part, pre- 

ce ſerve 


we» 
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ce ſerve the moſt ſincere Affection 
* for him; what ought he to re- 
« quire more of me? How can 
&« become the Wife of that Man 
* who deprived the Earl of De- 
* yonſhirc of his Life? Could he 
& prevail on my complying Heart, 
e it would, at the ſame Time rob 
* me of his Eſteem, and throw a 
% Blemiſh on my Fame that Time 
© could never eraſc. A Dia- 
dein cannot bribe me from my 


Duty; but I thall ever glory in 
his Friendſhip.” Unintelligible 


as ſuch Language may appear to 
many of the diſſipated Females of 
this Age, yet it was the Language 
of the Times; and recommended 
our fairAnceſtors more to their ro- 
mantic Lovers, than their preſent 

lively 
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lively Intrepidity would have 
done. A happy Medium between 
the Prudery of the Ladies of that 
Century, and the Coquetry of the 
preſent, compoſed of Modeſty, 
Eaſe, Affability, Politeneſs, and 
unaffected Dignity, conſtitutes 
the true Bon Ton. 


ALL the Arguments that Berin- 
cour could urge, to inſpire her 
with more favourable Sentiments, 
proved fruitleſs; he was therefore 
obliged to return with this unſa- 
tisfactory Anſwer to the Earl ; 
who had no ſooner received it, than 
all his ambitious Views, and 
Wiſhes after Royalty were in a 
Moment diſſipated. He gave im- 
mediate Orders for the March of 

| his 
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his Army to London; and when 
he arrived, delivered Henry from 
the Priſon into which he had ſome 
Years before thrown him. As 
he had then taken from him the 
Name of King, calling him Tray- 
tor, ſo he now reſtored him the 
Title, crying before him“ Long 
live King Henty.“ Edward was 
in his Turn, declared an Uſurper ; 
whilſt many of his Adherents 
were attainted of high Treaſon, 
and their Eſtates confiſcated. 


Tux Treaty with Margaret was 
now fully executed. Henry was 
recognized for lawful King, but 
his Incapacity for Government 
being avowed, the Regency was 


intruſted to Lord Warwick and 
the 


' 
: 
I 


264 The HISTORY of 
the Duke of Clarence, during the 


Minority of Prince Edward; and 
in Default of that Prince's Iſſue, 
Clarence was declared Succcſſor 
to the Crown, Margaret and her 


Son Edward, on recciving Intel- 


ligence of the Earl of Warwick's 
Succeſs, made Preparations for 
their Voyage; but were prevent- 
ed, by contrary Winds, from 
reaching England, till a new Re- 
voluticn in that Kingdom, no leſs 
ſudden and ſurprizing than the 


former, threw them into greater 


Trouble, than that from which 


they had juſt emerged. 


EDWARD's Queen, who had 
not been able to attend the King 
her Huſband in his Flight, re- 


tired 
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tired to the Tower for her greater 
Security; and ſome faithful Ser- 
vants, who compoſed her Court, 
were of Opinion that ſhe ought 
not to quit this Retreat. But ſhe 
knew the Earl of Warwick was 
not to be reſiſted by Force; ſhe 
placed her whole Confidence in 
the Generoſity of her Conqueror, 


and relying on the Weakneſs of 
; her Sex, choſe to leave the Tower, 
5 and take Refuge in Weſtminſter 


Abbey. Scarcely was ſhe arrived 
there, when ſhe was delivered of 
her eldeſt Son Edward; who ſuc- 
ceeded, whilſt yet a Child, to his 
Father's Throne, but ſoon fell a 
Victim to the inſatiate Ambition 
of his Uncle the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter. Lord Warwick, ever 

Vert; H. noble 
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noble and generous, and above 
wreaking his Vengeance on a 
weak Woman, forgetting the 
Diſſervices that ſhe had once done 
him, and the Animoſity that had 
long reigned between them, ſent 
to offer her every Conſolation, 
and gave her Aſſurances of his 
Protection; but ſhe could not be 
prevailed on to quit her Aſylum, 
till called again to the Throne 
by the King her Huſband's Re- 


turn. 


THz Earl of Warwick, during 
his ſhort Adminiſtration, which 
continued only Six Months, en- 
deavourcd to eſtabliſh the public 
Tranquility, and to reſtore Com- 

merce and Plenty, that had been 
baniſhed 
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baniſhed from the Kingdom, by 


the Confuſion and Inattention to 
Buſineſs which always attends 
civil Diſcord. Though a Prey 
to hopeleſs Love, and conſumed 
by a ſecret Melancholy, he pur- 
ſued the ſame benevolent and 
princely Conduct that had pro- 
cured him the Eſteem and Re- 
ſpect of the whole World. His 
Munificence was unbounded, and 
to his Tables reſorted Perſons of 
every Degree. His Daughters 
being now married, Lady Anne 
his Siſter preſided at all his mag- 
nificent Entertainments; where 
ſhe had an Opportunity of diſ- 
playing her Charms which were 
yet unfaded, and giving Proofs of 
her Taſte and Politeneſs. 

N 2 AMONG 
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AmonG the many Perſons of 
Diſtinction . that ſhared in the 
Earl's Friendſhip and Intimacy, 
was the Marquis of Carnarvon; 
a2 Nobleman diſtinguiſhed no leſs 
by the Goodneſs ot his Heart, his 
Affability, and generous Senti- 
ments, than by his immenſe 
Riches. He could not frequently 
be a Witneſs to the many attrac- 
tive Qualifications of my Heroine, 
without feeling their Influence. 
Though he was not unacquainted 
with her youthful Frailties, yet 
he palliated them by the Conſi- 
deration of thoſe peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances through which they 
were occaſioned ; and placed a- 
gainſt them, her many Virtues. 
Satisfied that her Errors had not 
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proceeded from a Depravity of 
Heart, and ſuperior to any Con- 
demnation but that of his own 
Mind, he boldly defied the Cen- 
| ſures of an ill - judging World, 
and made hei his Wife. Their 
Nuptials were celebrated in Lon- 
don with the utmoſt Pomp and 
Splendor, amidſt the Acclama- 
tions of the People, who ſincerely 
rejoiced to ſee the Siſter of their 
beloved Warwick ſettled agree- 
able to her Merits. The Mar- 
quis, whoſe Love was not of the 
tranſient Kind, but which every 
Hour encreaſed as his Knowledge 
of her Worth extended, paid the 
ſtricteſt Attention to her Happi- 
neſs, and gloried in his Choice. 


Lady Anne, who had given Proofs 
N 3 of 
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of the Goodneſs of her Heart, 
and the Dignity of her Soul, on 
many trying Occaſions, could 
not be inattentive to the Calls of 
Duty and Gratitude ; ſhe liſtened 
to them with Pleaſure, and in- 
ceſſantly ſtrove to return the Mar- 
quis's Affection with undiſſem- 
bled Tenderneſs, and unabating 
Ardour. Her natural Chearful- 
neſs, which had been ſo long ſup- 
preſſed, being again revived, ſhe 
conſtantly ſtudied to drive away 
every anxious Thought from the 
Boſom of her Lord, and to alle- 
viate all his Cares. The Tran- 
quility of her Mind lighted up 
anew the Vivacity that was wont 
to ſparkle in her Eyes, and fit in 


the Dimples of her Cheeks ; 
whilſt 
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whilſt every Word and Action 
declared the Happineſs ſhe en- 


joyed fince her Love and Duty 
became united, 


As the Earl of Warwick's Re- 
gard for his Siſter was propor- 
tioned to the fervent Affections 
of his mighty Soul, he ſincerely 
rejoiced at her Felicity, and joined 
to render the Celebration of an 
Event that gave him ſo much 
Pleaſure, grand, and expreſſive 
of the general Joy. But amidſt 
all the Gaiety that ſurrounded 
him, Peace was a Stranger to his 
Breaſt ; a deſtructive Arrow {till 
rankled in his Heart, and tinc- 
tured every Enjoyment with Me- 
lancholy, He had often repeated 

N 4 his 
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his Solicitations to Lady Devon- 
ſhire, who as often repeated her 
Refuſals; but at the ſame Time 
accompanied them with ſuch Ex- 
preſſions of Tenderneſs, and ſuch 
Proofs of the Violence ſhe did her 
Inclinations in refuſing the Man 
ſhe loved with ſo much Sincerity, 
that they added Poignancy to the 
Repulſe, and made the gilded 
Medicine more loathſome. 


Lp Anne had often, by the 
Earl's Deſire, viſited his Miſtreſs, 
and with every Argument her 
own Suſceptibility and good Senſe 
could furniſh, combated her De- 
licacy ; but the Counteſs remained 
ummoveable : The Rules the had 
eſtabliſhed for the Regulation of 

her 
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her Conduct were to her Perſian 
Laws, and admitted not of the 
leaſt Infringement, 


TAE Marquis of Montague, to 
whom the Earl intruſted his moſt 
ſecret Thoughts, and poured out 
his Complaints, endeavoured to 
rouſe him from this unmanly De- 
jection. © He repreſented to him, 
how unworthy this Deſpondence 
was of that Warwick, whoſe Va- 
lour and Activity had raiſed him 
to an Eminence that few had ever 
gained ; which had ranked him 
with the moſt illuſtrious Antients, 
and made his Name immortal. 
But fruitleſs were theſe Repreſen- 
tations to a Mind fo ill at Eaſe. 


N 5 In 
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In the Earl of Warwick Brave- 
ry and Delicacy were united, ac- 
companied by Humanity and a 
proper Attention to religious Du- 
tics. The Cuſtom of engaging 
Heaven by Vows to favour their 
Enterprizes, was eſteemed ſo ne- 
ceſſary by the great Men of thoſe 
early Ages, that Lord Warwick, 
all-powerful and independant as 
he was, to conform to the Uſage 
of the Times, and to ingratiate 
himſelf with the Prieſts, by whom 
the People were then greatly influ- 
enced, performed a Pilgrimage to 
the Abbey of Glaſtonbury. Tho' 
Religion was his public Pretext, 
yet Love had the principal Share 
in this Humiliation. Amidſt the 
ſolemn Pomp, as he lay proſtrate 

at 
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at the holy Shrine, his firſt and 
molt fervent Petition was, © Re- 
move the Obſtacles that keep 
me from my Love.” In that 
Moment all meaner Things were 
forgotten—Succelſs in Arms—the 
laurelled Brow—and the Diſpoſal 
of Empires, held but a ſecond 
Place in his Prayers, or in his 
Heart ; there Love alone revelled 
and triumphed. But nought a- 
vailed ; in vain he ſighed, in vain 
he prayed ; relentleſs Fate diſ- 
perſed his Supplications ere they 
had reached Heaven's Portals. 
Life itſelf now grew indifferent to 
him, and the Indulgence of his 
Melancholy became almoſt his ſole 
Employ, till his Attention was 


called off by the Return of Ed- 
N 6 ward, 
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ward. Then his natural Valour 
and Intrepidity, impatient of Re- 
ſtraint, broke for a Time the 
enfeebling Bonds of Love, and 


raiſed him once more into the 
Hero. 


EDWARD was not inactive 
during his Exile, but took every 
Meaſure the Exigency of his Af- 
fairs would admit of for his Re- 
ſtoration. At length he received 
Aſſiſtance from the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, at whoſe Court he had 
taken Refuge. Impatient to re- 
venge himſelf of his Enemies, 
and to recover his loſt Authority, 
he made an Attempt to land on 
the Coaſt of Norfolk ; but being 
repulied, he failed N orthwards, 

and 


—— 2 — * — — — 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 277 


and diſembarked at Ravenſpur 
in Yorkſhire, where Henry the 
Fourth, who had deprived his 
Anceſtors of their Right to the 
Throne, landed Seventy Years be- 
fore. Having got Poſſeſſion of 
the City of Vork by Stratagem, 
and conſiderably augmented his 
Army, he marched directly to 
London. The Earl of Warwick 
aſſembled an Army at Leiceſter, 
with an Intention of meeting, and 
giving Battle to his Enemy; but 
Edward, by taking another Road, 
paſſed him unmoleſted, and pre- 
ſented himſelf before the Gates of 
the Metropolis. 


H ap he been refuſed Entrance 
he had been totally ruined ; but 
there 
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there were many Reaſons which 
inclined the Citizens to favourhim. 
His numerous Friends ifſuing 


forth from the Sanctuaries to 


which they had fled, when he left 
the Kingdom, were active in his 
Cauſe. Many rich Merchants 
who had formerly lent him Mo- 
ney, ſaw no other Chance for 
their Payment but his Reſtoration. 
The City Dames, who had been 
liberal of their Favours to him, 
and who ſtill retained an Affection 
for this young and gallant Prince, 
{ſwayed their Huſbands and Friends 
in his Behalf. Theſe, added to 
ſome other Circumſtances, pro- 
cured him a ready Admittance. 
Edward's Entrance into London, 


made him Maſter not only of that 
rich 
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rich and powerful City, but alſo 
of the Perſon of Henry ; who, de- 
ſtined to be the perpetual Sport 
of Fortune, fell again into his Enc- 
my's Hands, 


Kino Edward made but a ſhort 
Stay in London, being obliged to 
march out of it, with all the 
Troops he could muſter, to meet 
the Earl of Warwick, who was 
coming to drive him from it, with 
a powerful Army. 


Tux Arrival of Margaret, who 
was every Day expected, would 
have drawn together all the true 
Friends to the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
and have brought a great Addi- 


tion to Lord Warwick's Forces; 
but 


| 


28 The HISTORY af 


but rather than ſhare the Victory 
with his Rivals, and ancient Ene- 
mies, he determined to hazard 
a Battle at all Events. He 
was, however, unacquainted with 
the Treachery of ſome. of his 
Friends, The Marquis of Mon- 


tagac his Brother, who, influenced 


by his natura] Attachment to the 


Houſe of York, had been for ſome 
Time wavering, now became 
ſteadily fixed in the Earl's Inte- 
reſt; but his Son- in- law the 
Duke of Clarence, bound by eve- 
ry Tic of Honour and Gratitude 
to him, choſe rather to fulfil the 
ſecret Engagements he had made 
with his Brother Edward, and 
ſupport the Pretenſions of his 
own Family, Confident from 

| this 
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this Aſſurance, the King advanced 
on Eaſter-Eve as far as Barnet, 
poſting himſelf in the Town; 
whilſt the Earl of Warwick, who 
had .marched that Day from St. 
Alban's, encamped on the Heath 
adjoining. In the Night the Duke 
of Glouceſter went privately to 
the Duke of Clarence's Tent, and 
in a ſhort Conference ſo confirm- 
ed his Brother's Intentions, that 
he carried him over to Edward, 
with Twelve Thouſand Men. 


Tun Earl of Warwick was 
now too far advanced to retreat ; 
and refuſing with Diſdain, all 
Terms of Peace offered him by 
the King, at the Interceſſion of 


Clarence, he ordered the Charge 
to 


MM 
CE . ena let. a. - 


Ld IP — _— _——_— — — : —_ Ip 5 


— — — 


282 The HISTORY of 


to be ſounded. He had uſually 
fought on Horſeback, that he 
might the more readily give Or- 
ders where they were neceſſary ; 
but the Marquis his Brother, had 
this Day perſuaded him to fight 
on Foot, to ſhew that they were 
reſolved either to conquer or die. 
Early in the Morning on Eaſter- 
Day, he attacked the King's Ar- 
my with great Impetuoſity, and 
defeated his Vanguard. Then 
putting himſelf at the Head of a 
Battalion of choſen Men, he pe- 


netrated to that where Edward 


was, who fought as bravely on 
his Part. 


THz Victory remained long 
undecided, as the two Armies, in 
Imitation 
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Imitation of their Leaders, per- 
formed uncommon Actsof Valour; 
but an Accident at laſt determined 
it in Favour of the Houſe of Vork. 
Edward's Banner was a Sun; that 
of Warwick a Star with Rays; 
The Miſtineſs of the Morning 
rendering 1t difficult to diſtinguiſh 
them, the Earl of Oxford, one 
of Warwick's Generals, who had 
wheeled round to ſupport a Part 
of the right Wing, which had 
given way, was attacked by his 
own Party, and driven out of 
the Field. This cauſed a general 
Confuſion, and turned the Ba- 
lance in Favour of Edward. 


Lorp Warwick ſeeing his Men 


give Ground, and having in vain 
endea- 


. 
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endeavoured to rally them, ani- 
mated by his natural Valour, and 
impelled by hopeleſs Love, which 
made Life indifferent to him, 
ruſhed into the Midſt of his Ene- 
mies; where, after a dreadful Ha- 
vock, which muſt have inſured 
Succeſs had it been properly ſup- 
ported, overpowered by Numbers, 
he fell covered with Wounds. 


His Brother, Lord Montague, 


who fought near him, ſtrove to 


revenge his Death, but in vain : 
He could not withſtand ſuch a 


Multitude of Foes. As they had 


been united during their Lives, 
in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Friend- 
ſhip, and had- acquired together 

immor- 
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immortal Honour, they now 
ſhared the ſame glorious Fate. 


Tux Day after this Victory, 
King Edward returned to London, 
clated with his Succeſs. He 
brought King Henry back, whom 
he had carried for Security with 
him, and now ſent the poor Prince 
in mean Attire, through the City, 
to the Tower, where he remained 
a Priſoner during the Remainder 


of his Life. 


Tre Bodies of the Earl of 
Warwick, and his Brother the 


Marquis, were by the King's 


Order, expoſed for Two Days in 
St. Paul's Cathedral. Edward did 
this, not only to ſatisfy his Friends 

that 


©: ” 
* 6 ; - 
"Y * * 3 — 3 


286 The HISTORY of 


that theſe formidable Heroes were 


no longer to be dreaded, but to 
diſcover whether the Sentiments 


of the People were in his Favour, 
He had, however, the Mortifica- 
tion to find that they lamented the 
Death of his Foes, with too much 
Sincerity, to be truly attached to 


his Intereſt. His Reign had been 


ſo ſanguinary, and his Treatment 
of the captive Adherents to the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, ſo ſevere, 
that it greatly abated the Reſpect 
and Love, which otherwiſe his 
great warlike Qualifications, and 
the Dignity of his Perſon, would 
have inſpired. Whilſt the Bodies 
lay expoſed, though Multitudes 
flocked to ſec them, yet, after the 
firſt Exclamations which aroſe 

from 
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from Surprize and Horror were 
abated, a general Silence (a cer- 
tain Sign of Pity) was obſerved; 
except when Murmurs broke 
forth, which ſometimes could not 
be reſtrained. Theſe Proofs of 
general Eſteem ſo diſpleaſed the 
King, that he ſhortened the Time 
of their Expoſure, and hurried 
the Bodies away to Biſham Abbey, 
the antient Burying Place of the 
Neville Family. 


Tux Counteſs of Devonſhire, 
ſince her laſt Refuſal of the Earl's 
Hand, had led ſo retired a Life, 
that ſhe would not admit the Vi- 
ſits of her neareſt Relations. The 
Marchioneſs of Carnarvon, her 
beloved Warwick's Siſter, was 

alone 
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alone permitted to ſec her. The 
Counteſs had taken a Houſe in 
one of the moſt retired Parts of 
London, which ſhe had fitted up 
with the utmoſt Elegance. She 
had cauſed all the Battles of the 
Earl to be painted in one of the 
Rooms, and had decorated it be- 
ſides with ſcveral Portraits of him, 
in different Attitudes. Here ſhe 
almoſt conſtantly withdrew to in- 
dulge her Melancholy, end la- 
ment her hard Fate; inceſſant- 
ly praying that Heaven would 
crown with Succeſs the Man who 
poſſeſſed her Heart, though it had 
forbid their Union. The Mar- 
chioneſs would frequently join 
her; and theſe Two moſt lovely 
Women would ſometimes mingle 

their 
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their Tears together. Her ſuſcep- 
tible Soul ſhared with Sincerity in 
her Friend's Sorrow, and though 
ſhe was ſettled in the Sphere her 
Merit deſerved, and was happy in 
her Marriage with a worthy and 
accompliſhed Nobleman, yet ſhe 
often gave up her own Tranqui- 
lity to ſympathize with the weep- 
ing Counteſs. 


Tur Morning of the late dread- 
ful Battle, juſt before the Earl of 


Warwick marched to the Onſet, 


he ſent Berincour to Lady Devon- 
ſhire, to aſſure her, that even in 
that important Moment, his Heart 
was more anxious to deſerve her 
Love, than to gain the Victory, as 
the Height of his Ambition was to 
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lay his Laurcls at her Feet; and 
that whatever was the Event of 
the Day, he could wiſh her not to 
entertain the leaſt Doubt of his 
Truth and Conſtancy. The Coun- 
teſs,in Return informed him by his 
Confidant, that ſhe was ſenſible 
how much he deſerved her Eſteem, 
and that ſhe would purchaſe for 
him Peace of Mind, evea at the 
Expence of her Life; but that the 
fatal Bar to their Union muſt for 
ever remain. Alas! I fear” (con- 
tinued the Counteſs, addreſſing 
herſelf to Berincour) © that any 
4 Conlolation I could ſend him, 
« would come too late; for my 
forboding Heart tells me ſome 
* fatal Event is at Hand.“ Be- 
rincour, unable to conquer her 


Reſolves 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 291 


Reſolves or her Fears, departed, 
and ſoon found theſe Preſages ve- 
rified; but being obliged to have 
Recourſe to Flight, for the Pre- 
ſervation of his Life, he was pre- 
vented from returning to relate to 
the Counteſs, the ſad Incidents of 
the Day. 


Hex Ladyſhip, accordingto her 
uſual Cuſtom, went the Morning 
after the Battle to St. Paul's; 
there ſhe had juſt placed herſelf 
on her Knees, and begun her firſt 
Oriſon, which was always for the 
Preſervation of her Warwick, 
when the Bodies of the Two he- 
roic Brothers were brought in, to 
be expoſed agreeable to the Vic- 
tor's Commands. Their Names 
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teſounded through the Ifles, and 
ſoon reached thoſe Ears, which 
had hitherto been delighted with 
the Sound. Struck with Amaze- 
ment, and bewildered in Uncer- 
tainty, the Counteſs mingled with 
the Crowd, But how ſhall I re- 
preſent her Diſtraction, han ſhe 
ſaw her Warwick's lovely Form, 
covered with Blood, and disfigured 
with Wounds. Till this fatal 
Moment, her Prudence and Mo- 
deſty had enabled her to conccal 
the infinite Tenderneis ſhe felt for 
him; but now thoſe Paſſions 
which Reaſon could no longer 
reſtrain, burit forth with ſuch 
Violence and Impetuoſity, that 
her delicate Frame was unequal 
to the Conflict. Abſorbed in 
Grief, 
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Grief ſhe threw herſelf on the 
mangled Corpſe, and. was torn 
with Difficulty from it. HerAtten- 
dants conveyed her to her Houſe, 
but could not reſcue her from 
the cold Hand of Death ; ina few 
Hours ſhe expired, ſighing out 
the Name of Warwick. Though 
cruel Fate forbid their Union 
whilſt living, they were, however, 
united in the Grave; for Lord 
Stanley, who loved her tenderly, 
and who had great Influence with 
Edward, prevailed on him to per- 
mit them to be incloſed in the 
ſame Tomb. | | 


Tnvys untimely fell as lovely 
and accompliſhed a Pair as Na- 
ture ever formed. Warwick famed 
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ſor his graceful Perſon, Valour, 
Generolity, and cvery noble Qua- 
lity; Lady Devonſhire, for an 
uncommon Share of Beauty, from 
which few could ſecure their 
Hearts; but which was ſo ſoften- 
ed by Modeſty, Prudence, and 
Sweetnels of Temper, that it e- 
qually inſpired Awe and Reſpect, 
with Deure. A Delicacy (per- 
haps it might be termed a falſe 
Delicacy) prevented her Union 
with a Man that would have made 
her happy, and have raiſed her to 
an +envied Situation; for War- 
wick, greater than Kings, could 
beſtow a Crown, or ſnatch it from 
the Head on which he had placed 
it. But their Love was regiſtered 
on one of Fate's blackeſt Scrolls. 
THE 
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Tung Marchioneſs of Carnar- 
von lamented her Brothers, with 
that Sincerity and Fervour, which 
a Heart accuſtomed to Tender- 
neſs could not fail of inſpiring. 
But the Hand of Time by De- 
grees reſtored Tranquility to her 
Mind, and renewed the Enjoy- 
ment of her lately acquired Hap- 
pineſs. After a fluctuating Life, 
embittered by many diſagreeable 
Events — ſometimes duappointed 
in her moſt pleaſing Expectations 
now an: Exile. from her Coun- 
try—at length the. Favourite of 
an ambitious Queen—but never 
in any of theſe Situations, de- 
grading the Dignity of her Mind, 
or acting beneath her noble Birth 
— ſhe at laſt received the Reward 

O4 of 
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of her many Virtues, united to a 
Nobleman of the firſt Rank. 


Tux Tempeſts that had for ſo 
many Years rent the Kingdom 
being now blown over, and the 
laſt Ten Years of Edward's Reign 
comparatively peaceable, and free 
from civil Broils, my Heroine 
had Leiſure to indulge the bene- 
volent and noble Emanations of 
her Heart. The extenſive Do- 
mains, and immenſe Riches of 
her Lord, enabled her to gratify 
both her Humanity and Magni- 
ficence. In Imitation of her Bro- 
ther, whoſe expanded Heart would 
have given Food to the whole 
Kingdom, her Hoſpitality was 
unequalled. At the ſame Time, 

her 
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her Tafte and Elegance was con- 


ſpicuous in the Embelliſhments of 
her different Manfions, her do- 
meſtick Regulations, and the 
Grandeur'of her Equipage. Her 
Rank gave her not greater Pre- 
cedence, than her many Excel- 
lencies. Without affecting Pa- 
rade, ſhe attracted univerſal Ad- 


miration, and became the Crite- 


rion of Refinement; At once en- 


vied and beloved for theſe amiable 


Qualities, the lived the Ornament 


of the Age; till loaden with 


Years and Honour, ſhe made 


Room for her Poſterity, who ſuc-- 
ceeded to her Virtues and Dignity. 


Tuovon they have no imme 


diate Connection with the Me- 
moirs 
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moirs of my Heroine, it will be 
neceſſary, for the Satisfaction of 
my Readers, to give a ſummary 
Account of the Cataſtrophes of 
the principal Characters that have 


been introduced in the preceding 
Work. 


Tu ſame Day the deciſive 
Battle of Barnet was fought, Queen 
Margaret and her Son, now about 
Eighteen Years of Age, landed at 
Weymouth, ſupported by a ſmall 
Body of French Forces; having 
been detained on the Coaſt of 
France by contrary Winds near 
Six Months, When this Princeſs 
received Intelligence of her Huſ- 
band's Captivity, and the Defeat 
and Death of the Earl of War- 

wick, 
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wick, that Courage, which had 
ſupported her inſo many diſaſtrous 
Events, now quite forſook her. 
However, comforted by ſeveral 
potent Lords that joined her, and 
animated by the Firmneſs and 
Bravery of her Son, ſhe marched 
through the Counties of Devon, 
Somerſet, and Glouceſter, increaſ- 
ing her Army in each Day's 
March. But at laſt ſne was over- 
taken by the rapid and expedi- 
tious Edward, at Tewkeſbury, on 
the Banks of the. Severne. A | 
Retreat being now rendered im- | 
practicable, the Queen's Army, | 
which was commanded by the 
Duke of Somerſet, threw. up. In- 
trenchments during the Night. 
The Duke wanted no military 


Qua- 
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Qualification; but he was to de- 
fend himſelf againſt an Enemy, 
who hed from his Infancy: been 
bred to Arms, and who had ac- 
quired. a conſummate Knowledge 
in the Art of War. The firit: 
Glance of Edward's Eye was ſure: 
to give him a Judgment of the: 
Weakneſs or Strength of his Foes; 
and all waslike Stratagems were 
familiar to him. On this Occa- 
ſion he made Uſe of one that ſe- 
cured him the Victory. By a 
feigned Retreat, he dre w his Ene- 
mies out of their Intrenchments, 
which probably he would not 
have been able to force; and 
whilſt they were eager in the 
Purſuit, turned upon, and en- 
—_— emed them. It was with 
Difficulty, 
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Difficulty, they prevented the 
Queen from throwing herſelf into 
the Midſt of che Tumult, where 
ſhe | ſaw! her Son fighting; but 
her Strength and Spirits at 
length failing her, ſhe fell into 
a Swoon, and was removed by 
her Domeſticks to a Monaſtery, a 
few Miles from (Tewkeſbury. 


Tux Prince of Wales, and the 
Duke of Somerſet, for a long 
while: defended themſelves againſt 
the Duke of Glouceſter, who 
had ſurrounded them with his beſt 
Troops; but after having given 
Proofs of Valour, that ratſed the 
Admiration of their Enemies, they 
were taken Priſoners with their 
Arms in their Hands. No ſooner 


WAS 
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was the Battle at an End; than 
Edward ordered the young Prince 
to be brought into his Pavilion. 
When he appeared, the King 
aroſe ſuddenly, and walking up 
to him, demanded in an imperious 
Tone, what Buſineſs he had in 
his Dominions? The Princk an- 
ſwered with a noble Pride, that 
he came thither to claim his juſt 
Inheritance, which he had been 
unlawfully deprived of. This Re- 
ply diſconcerted the Conqueror, 
who did not expect to find ſuch 
Firmneſs in a Youth : He Tooked 
on him tor ſome Time without 
making any Anſwer ; at laſt, being 
unable to controul his Rage, he 
gave him a Blow on the Face with 
his Gauntlet, and inſtantly turned 

his 
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his Back. The Dukes of Cla- 
rence and Glouceſter, the Lord 
Haſtings, and Sir Thomas Gray, 
who were preſent, taking this as 
a Signal from the. King, ruſhed 
upon Margaret's unhappy Son, 
and ſoon diſpatched him way 
their Poduards: FF 


Bor all 4 blood - ihirſty 
Men were repaid for their Cruelty 
and unmanly Behaviour to a diſ- 
armed Youth. Edward was cut 
off in the prime of Life by his 
Intemperance, or, which is more 
probable, by Poiſon adminiſtered 
to him by the Duke of Glouceſ- 
ter. Clarence, by the Inſtigations 
of the ſame Prince, was condemn- 
ed for pretended Conſpiracies a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt the King; who the more 
readily conſented to his Deſtruc- 
tion, as he had never cordially 
forgiven his former Connections 
with his Enemies; and being al- 
lowed to chuſe his Death, was 
drowned. in a Butt of Malmſey 
Wine. Sir Thomas Gray was 
alſo cut off by Richard; who 
himſelf, after having waded 
through the Blood of his Brothers 
— of King Henry —and of the 
two- young Sons of Edward to 
the Throne, enjoyed it but a ſhort 
Time; cloſing a Life of eontinual 
Suſpicion and Anxiety, the ſure 
Attendants of a guilty Mind, on 
Boſworth' Field. - 
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Tux Earl of Richmond, after- 

wards Henry the Seventh, the 
only ſurviving Branch of the Houſe 
of Lancaſter, by his Marriage with 
Elizabeth, the Daughter of Ed- 
ward, entwined the Roſes, and 
put a Stop to thoſe civil Diſcords, 
which, had occaſioned ſo great an 
Effuſion of Engliſh Blood, 


Quxkx Margaret, whoſe Am- 
bition, by a Variety of Misfor- 
tunes, was entirely quelled, after 
remaining ſeveral Years a Priſoner 
in England, was at length ran- 
ſomed by the King of France; 
to which Kingdom returning, ſhe 
ended her Days in an obſcure Re- 
tirement. 
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Kino Henry, inured to the 
Gloom of a Priſon, was at laſt 
releafed from his Confinement by 
the Poniard of Richard; who im- 
mediately after . the Battle of 
Tewkeſbury, haſtened to the 
Tower, and put an End to the 
the Calamities of a Prince, that 
through his whole Life had pre- 
ſerved a happy Equanimity; and 
at the Time his Murderer pierced 


his Breaſt, was indifferent in 
„his Choice—to fleep or die.” 
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